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Foil  more  than  two  years  the  Author  has  been  de- 
prived of  sight,  and  left  to  the  awful  and  sublime  per- 
ception of  total  darkness.     Through  the  vicissitudes  of 
excrutiating  pain,  and  tiresome  debility,  and  through  re- 
peated scenes  of  alarming  sickness  in  his  family,  he  has 
personally  supplied  the  pulpit,  and  produced  by  the  aid 
of  an  amanuensis  the  following  work.    The  greatest  part 
of  it  has  been  studied  when  the  springs  of  life  were  so  far 
exhausted,  tliat  he  had  reason  to  apprehend  a  speedy  re- 
moval to  that  w^orld,  where  the   hope  of  the  hypocrite 
shall  perish  ;  but  the  resigned  soul  shall  enjoy  with  rap- 
ture the  pure  effulgence  of  eternal  day. 

The  generous  natronnge,  which  tiie  work  has  recelvec', 
is  grKlefully  acknowledged.  Should  its  UiCrlt  be  insuf- 
iicient  to  remunerate  the  liberality  of  tie  rations, 
they  witl  resort  to  the  consciousness  of  being  promptly 
disposed  to  encourage  industry,  and  to  befriend  the 
honest  exertions  of  a  fellow  mortal.  The  author  is  for- 
bidden to  aspire  after  scientific  distinction.  While  Ho- 
mer, Milton,  and  Saunderson,  inherit  the  heights  of  fam.e, 
his  greatest  desire  is  to  be  found  in  a  humble  attitude 
at  the  feet  of  Jesus.     Shculd  he  ever  be  assured  that  his 
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labors  have  been  instrumental  inclissolvins;  the  dream  of 
security,  in  diminishing  the  empire  of  despondency,  and 
in  planting  the  smile  of  resignation  amidst  the  tears  of 
the  orphan  and  bereaved  pilgrim,  he  will  obtain  a  rich 
reward. 

"Thus  vv'ith  the  year 

"  Seasons  return  ;  but  not  to  me  returns 

"  Day,  or  the  sweet  approacli  of  ev'ii  or  morn, 

"Or  sight  of  vernal  bloom,  or  summer's  rose, 

"  Or  flocks,  or  herds,  or  human  face  divine ; 

"  But  clouds  instead,  and  ever  during  dark 

"  Surrounds  me,  from  the  cheerful  ways  of  men 

**  Cut  off,  and  for  the  book  of  knowledge  fair 

"Presented  with  an  universal  blank 

"  Of  nature's  works,  to  me  expung'd  and  ras'd, 

"  And  v/isdom  at  one  entrance  quite  shut  out, 

"  So  much  the  rather  thou,  celestial  light, 

"  Shine  inward,  and  the  mind  thro'  all  her  powers 

"  Irradiate,  there  plant  eyes,  all  mist  from  thence 

"Purge  and  disperse,  that  I  may  see  and  tell 

"  Of  things  invisible  to  mortal  sight." 

MILTON. 
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CHAPTER  1 

GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  IMPORi 
ANCE  OF  RESIGNATION. 


CLOTHED  with  an  assemblage  of  allur- 
ing attributes,  happiness  presents  herself  with- 
in the  discernment  of  every  mortal  eye.  Her 
influence  in  different  degrees,  is  unive4'sally 
felt.  By  some,  nothing  more  than  a  transient 
moment  seems  to  prevent  her  embraces  ;  while 
others  view  her  at  a  dark  and  bewildering 
distance.  She  excites  a  trembling  hope  in 
the  bosom  of  the  wretched,  a  more  glowing 
expectation  in  the  sons  and  daughters  of  [iros- 
perity,  a  consoling  assurance  in  great  and 
generous  souls,  and  is  not  entirely  excluded 
from  the  dreams  of  the  desperate.  From  the 
sentiments  of  misery,  the  vanity  of  the  past, 
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and  the  incompetency  of  the  present,  we  in- 
cessantly call  upon  futurity  to  lead  us  into  that 
scene  of  bliss,  which  an  unyielding  and  tire- 
less fancy  continues  to  portray.  Curiosity 
has  often  been  baffled  in  searching  for  the 
motives,  by  which  mankind,  in  such  variety 
of  courses,  are  continually  actuated,  7'he 
mystery,  however,  dissolves,  when  it  is  con- 
sidered, that  they  are  all  striving  to  evade  the 
empire  of  misery  and  to  enjoy  the  smiles  of 
happiness.  The  man,  who  tills  the  ground, 
aims  at  this  object.  The  strokes,  under  which 
the  oak  and  the  thorn  are  subdued,  delusive- 
ly measure  his  advances  to  happiness.  The 
very  sweat  of  his  brow  and  the  pangs  of  fa- 
tigue are  nmde  to  mark  the  gradual  diminu- 
tion of  those  hours,  which  are  to  elapse  previ- 
ous to  the  crownino'  of  his  wishes.  The  mar- 
iner,  through  an  adventurous  and  toilsome  se- 
ries of  enterprize,  searches  for  that  repose, 
which  is  the  special  property  of  happiness. — 
His  heart  is  daily  replenished  with  the  fer- 
vors of  hope,  a  hope  that  looks  forward  to  the 
most  enamouring  felicity.  Hence  it  is  no 
longer  marvellous,  that  he  tears  himself  from 
the  scenes  ofdomestic  life,  the  bosom  of  his  fair 
companion,and  the  endearments  of  his  bloom- 
ing offspring;  and  perhaps  more  from  the  so- 
licitude of  natural  aflection,  than  from  the  in- 
fluence of  faith,  cotnmits  them  to  the  tender 
protection  of  the  Divinity.  To-day,  he  sets 
a  restless  foot  on  the  verdent  shores  of  the  east ; 
to-morroWj  he  explores  the  trackless  regions 
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of  the  west — bat  cnjojoient  both  here  and 
there  eludes  his  embraces.  The  philosopher 
espouses  a  different  style  of  energy  and  em- 
ployment, but  is  actuated  by  the  influence 
that  arises  froui  the  prospect  oF  happiness  and 
renown.  With  indefatigable  steps,  he  as- 
cends the  acclivities  of  science,  and  hopes  for 
the  time,  when  the  tremulous  glininierings 
of  the  nightly  lamp  will  immergc  in  the  efful- 
o'ence  of  literary  olor v. 

Alas,  to  what  effect  are  all  the  toils  of  raan^ 
without  a  spirit  of  reconciliation  to  the  divine 
will!  Restlessness  and  dissatisfaction  are  in- 
separable from  our  existence,  till  resignation 
obtain  a  residence  in  our  hearts.  The  labors 
of  the  field,  the  hazardous  travels  of  the  mar- 
iner, and  the  powerful  researches  of  the  phi- 
losopher, are  justly  eulogized  by  genius  and 
wisdom  ;  but  are  consecrated  to  worth  and 
excellence  by  a  submissive  reliance  on  God, 
and  the  smiles  of  his  reconciled  countenance. 
Destitute  of  a  pious  resignation,  they  would 
amount  to  no  greater  advantage,  than  to  dis- 
sipate the  vapours  of  indolence,  beguile  the 
hours  of  life,  or  extend  the  boundaries  of 
knowledge,  and  thus  multiply  the  sources  of 
infelicity.  Anxiety  and  discontent,  with  a 
thousand  corroding  perplexities,  find  an  early 
access  to  our  bosoms ;  nor  is  it  in  the  province 
of  the  most  oflicious  imagination  and  indus- 
trious ingenuity  to  allay,  at  all  times,  their 
poignancy,  or  to  consign  them  to  forgetful- 
ness.     An  acquaintance  in  the  Divine  Soye- 
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r'eignty,  an  enlightened  view  of  the  character 
f)f  God,  nuso  the  soul  above  the  honors'  of  ca- 
lamity. An  innocent  pliability  is  frnitful  of 
advantage  in  the  concerns  of  society.  In  this 
way  without  the  least  sacrifice  of  integrity, 
many  |irecions  moments  are  rescued  from  tu- 
mult and  violence,  and  the  rigour  and  asperi- 
ty of  many  natural  and  civil  evils  are  evaded. 
An  open  and  violent  resistance  against  the 
power  of  fashion,  and  the  current  manners  of 
the  day,  expose  us  to  far  greater  hazard,  than 
a  retreat  from  their  influence.  The  bold  and 
daring  cedar  of  the  mountain  is  demolished 
by  the  same  tempest,  that  is  out-lived  by  the 
pliant  willow  of  the  garden. 

Such  are  the  effects  of  pliancy  in  the  com- 
mon concerns  of  life.  Submission  to  the  divine 
will  relates  to  matters  of  infinite  moment  and 
reality,  and  is  capable  of  affording  the  most 
signal  advantages  to  these,  who  experience 
its  sacred  influence.  In  every  condition,  it 
affords  a  relief  from  our  burdens  and  suppoi  t 
to  our  souls.  It  constitutes  a  refuge,  to  which 
the  soul  repairs  with  composure,  and  views, 
with  a  reverential  smile,  that  irresistible  hand, 
which  controls  the  thunder  and  directs  the 
storm.  litre,  under  the  healing  effusions  of 
the  spirit,  the  throbbing  artery  of  wo  is  quiet- 
ed, and  the  heart  is  alive  with  delightful  sen- 
sations. Here,  the  love  of  existence  mingles 
with  the  love  of  God,  and  gloriously  triumphs 
over  the  cares  and  calamities  of  time. 

The  enjoyment  of  the  piefcnt-tate  depends, 
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for  its  purity  and  permanence,  upon  resigna- 
tion.    All  the  pleasures  in  the  wide  field  of  ir- 
reconciliation  are  sordid  and  worthless.   The 
sources,  whence  they  arise,  are  corrupt.  Thus 
the  streams  are  intermingled  with  many  sub- 
tle and  noxious  ingredients,  through  their  va- 
rious  and  enchanting  windings.     They  are 
tasted  with  unbounded  avidity,  but  never  fail 
to   leave  a  poisonous  and  deadly    sediment 
within  us.     The  ever  busy  wheel  of  vicissi- 
tude brings  objects  into  view,  that  excite  at- 
tachment, then  sweeps  them  aw^ay,  and  leaves 
the  world  to  languish  in  bereavement.     Ac- 
quisition and  loss  alternately  reign   from  the 
lowest  paths  of  poverty  and  wretchedness  to 
the  hio^hest  walks  of  earthlv  mao^nificence  and 
greatness.  The  joys  that  arise  from  these  pre- 
carious scenes  are  subject  to  the  same  derelic- 
tion with  the  objects  that  afford  them.     The 
moment,  in  which  riches  and  affluence  have 
made  their  (light  from  the  arms  of  their  boast- 
ing possessor,    has  been  freqncntly  darkened 
by  some  direful  catastrophe.     My  joy  is  fled  ! 
wretchedness    overwhelms    me  !    cries    the 
graceless  coward,  wbiie  he  directs  the  pon- 
tard  to  his  heart.      Others,  from  a  loss  of  les- 
ser toys  and  the   removal    of  those    objects, 
which  have  held  an  enchantment  upon  them, 
have  wandered  hopeless  exiles  into  the  realms 
of  wo. 

To  what  dreadful  miseries,  are  we  contia- 
uaUy  exposed,  without  resignation?  A  thou- 
sand joys  expire  in  their  birth  ;  others  just  be- 
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gin  to  be  felt  and  are  swept  away  by  the  band 
of  calamity;  and  if  a  few  are  destined  to  a 
longer  continuance,  they  are  stripped  of  their 
charms  by  their  sameness,  poisoned  by  dis- 
appointment, and  languish  into  oblivion.  Ah! 
how  often  do  we  outlive  ourselves,  breathe  and 
act,  while  every  delightful  sensation  of  exist- 
ence is  banished  from  the  bosom.  Resio:nation 
procures  us  joys,  that  mock  the  ruinsof  change, 
that  retain  their  excellence  under  all  the 
bereavements  and  trials  of  the  present  state. 
The  unresigned  are  not  only  liable  to  be  de- 
serted by  their  joys,  but  their  hearts  are  in- 
cessantly exposed  to  a  shower  of  arrows  from 
every  grievous  visitation  of  Providence.  These 
arrows  are  barbed  by  the  stings  of  conscience 
and  imbrued  in  the  poison  of  remorse  ;  they 
enter  the  heart,  whence  each  endeavor  to  ex- 
tract them  gives  additional  poignancy,  till 
every  nerve  of  pain  vibrates  under  their  cor- 
roding influence.  The  wounds  inflicted  up- 
on the  children  of  subniission,  are  piiinfui  i'or 
the  instant,  but  are  neither  dangerous  nor 
destructive.  They  are  often  converted  into 
drains,  through  which  are  often  conveyed  from 
the  heart,  the  seeds  of  moral  distentpeis  and 
carnal  pollution.  In  the  bosoms  of  the  re- 
signed there  is  a  ten-ple,  the  residence  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  of  hapniness.  Repairing  to 
tliis,  they  are  free  from  the  annoyance  of  spir- 
itual enemies,  and  injuries  from  the  wiles  of 
satan  ;  and  they  are  uri molested  by  the  pow^ 
ers  of  disaster  and  death. 
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From  the  day  that  man  was  exiled  from 
the  garden  of  God,  public  as  well  as  private 
calamities  have  constituted  much  of  the  com- 
plexion of  every  age.  War,  that  insatiable  ra-  ^ 
vager,  has  travelled  through  the  wide  realms 
of  mortal  existence.  The  most  sequestered 
retirement  and  peaceful  seclusions  have  been 
darkened  by  its  horrors  and  stained  by  its 
bloody  footsteps.  Revolutions,  like  the  waves 
of  a  shoreless  ocean,  have  rolled  round  the 
worldjConstantly  bringing  into  view  an  infinite 
variety  of  evils.  Changes,  effected  under  the 
empire  of  human  passions  and  events,  pro- 
duced by  the  influence  of  pride,  luxury  and 
vice,  stand  in  dismal  aspect  before  the  tremb- 
ling eye  of  meditation.  Innocence  itself  often 
mourns  for  an  asylum.  By  no  evasions  sug- 
gested from  wisdom  and  art,  can  we  hope  to 
be  rescued  entirely  from  the  experience  of 
these  general  calamities.  While  man  can  feel 
the  grief  of  man  ;  while  the  tear  of  sensibility 
starts  at  the  inspection  of  distress,  wherever 
it  is  found  in  human  form  ;  while  the  filaments 
of  attachment  are  woven  from  heart  to  heart, 
by  the  reciprocity  of  benevolent  sentiments, 
and  the  dissolving  of  them,  either  by  banish- 
ment or  death,  is  distressful  ;  while  we  are 
susceptible  of  melancholy  from  grievous  dis- 
pensations ;  while  all  these  are  realities,  the 
tidings  of  calamity  will  frequently  knock  at 
our  doors,  alarm  our  richest  repose,  leave  us  to 
distraction  of  thought,  and  open  our  bosoms 
to  the  invasion  of  terror. 
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Resignation  is  a  defence  against  the  dis- 
heartening and  overv»^hehning  iniiuence  of 
pubhc  calamities.  It  renders  supportable  a 
view  of  the  ruins  of  human  glory,  by  awakening 
[he  sentiments  of  immortality,  it  inspires  a 
pleasing  serenity,  while  w^e  pass  the  early 
tojnb  of  genius  and  piety,  and  wraps  us  in  reV" 
erential  silence,  when  we  discoverthe  impious 
villain  in  the  tenure  of  a  long  life.  It  dis- 
cerns a  controling  agency,  which  it  dares 
neither  to  deny  nor  mock.  Without  submis- 
siion,  we  groan  under  the  rigour  of  present 
trials,  which  are  always  enhanced  from  the 
intrusion  of  tormenting  apprehensions. — 
How  much  does  it  abate  from  the  joys  of  an 
affectionate  mother,  when  she  looks  on  the 
attracting  face  of  her  child,  with  a  heart  alive 
to  the  fine  fervours  of  natural  aflection,  then 
turns  to  view  that  world  of  trouble  and  danger, 
through  w^hich  it  is  doomed  to  pass !  Love  be- 
comes anxious,  and  losing  sight  of  heaven, 
repines  at  the  destinies  of  Providence. 

The  daughter  of  resignation  is  inspired  with 
more  noble  sentiments;  she  looks  with  ten- 
derness on  her  offspring,  and  cheerfully  con- 
veys them  to  Christ,  and  to  the  guidance  of 
that  being  who  protects  the  slumber  of  the 
cradle,  and  the  strength  of  age,  and  equal- 
ly notices  the  death  of  the  sparrow  and  the 
ruin  of  a  kingdom.  Submissive  souls,  al- 
ways confiding  in  the  rectitude  of  heaven, 
and  being  presented  with  enlarged  views  of 
the  divine  government,  rise  above  the  world 
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nnd  feel  the  triumphs  of  grace,  while  philoso- 
phy and  all  its  munitions  are  tumbling  to 
nothing.  The  slavery,  into  which  we  are  de- 
coyed or  forced  by  our  passions,  is  dissolved 
under  the  influence  of  resignation.  When  we 
submissively  feel  our  alhance  with  God,  we 
are  afraid  to  wander  from  his  presence,  into 
the  bewildering  niazes  of  carnal  extravagance. 
While  pride  has  an  allowed  abode  in  our 
hearts,  the  whole  train  of  evil  passions  com- 
bine their  officious  agency,  in  procuring  our 
ruin.  Every  generous  sentiment  is  extinguish- 
ed, and  every  manly  energy  of  the  soul  is  sup- 
pressed. The  fumes  of  passion  incessantly 
brood  on  the  mind  with  mingled  heat  and 
darkness,  and  conceal  the  excellence  of  every 
object,  that  is  w^orthy  our  aspiration. 

A  variety  of  remedies  is  prescribed  to  re- 
cover us  from  the  control  of  unhallowed 
desire.  We  are  instructed  to  follow  the  dic- 
tates of  reason  and  moral  virtue.  We  are 
sometimes  exhorted  to  tear  ourselves  from  the 
glare  of  those  objects,  which  feed  our  passions, 
to  move  into  the  shades  of  retirement,  and  to 
bury  our  propensities  in  the  ashes  of  mortifi- 
cation. We  are  sometimes  directed  to  the 
rigid  law  of  self-denial,  and  are  urged  to  an 
ascendency  over  our  passions,  by  all  the  re- 
wards of  future  fame.  Again  we  are  told  to 
tread  for  ever  in  the  paths  of  harmless  amuse- 
ment. But  the  dormant  state  of  our  evil  in- 
clinations, their  bare  suppression,  their  con- 
cealment under  the  specious  forms  of  virtue, 
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leave  it  to  uncertainty,  whether  they  are  era- 
dicated, and  whether  the  soul  has  actually 
triumphed  over  their  influence.     Resignation 
restores  us  to  a  consciousness  of  what  we  arc, 
and  excites  a  prevailing  inclination  to  become 
what  we  ought  to  be.     It  calms  into  quietude 
and  silence,  the  most  violent  agitations  of  the 
soul,  and  gives  a  crystal  clearness  to  those 
troubled  waters,  which  under  the  influence  of 
passion,  are  in  awful  commotion.     It  demol- 
ishes the  pride  of  our  hearts ;  and  as  the  re- 
moval of  a  tyrant  and  his  auxiliaries  restores 
a  world  to  liberty  and  enjoyment,  so  the  ban- 
ishment of  pride,  under  the  power  of  submis- 
sion, opens  the  heart  to  the  most  delicious 
sensations  and  salutary  exercises.     Here  the 
tinsel  rhapsodies  of  imagination  are  dissolved. 
Lust  and  desire,  with  all  their  extravagances, 
are  thrown  into  a  dissolution,  which  their  own 
excesses  could  not  procure.     That  haughty 
spirit,   which  poured  its  satire  against  God 
and  heaven,  subsides,  and  leaves  an  entrance 
to  that  thoughtful  reverence,  which  observes 
a  Deity  in  the  sparkling  visuge  of  the  diamond 
and  an  unerring  rectitude  in  all  the  footsteps 
of  Providence.     Those  exalted  sentiments  of 
the  Divinity,  which  resignation  never  fails  to 
excite,  wing  the  soul  alike  from  the  slavery 
of  passion,   the  violence  of  lust,  the  allure- 
ments of  pleasure,  and  the  false  glare  of  se- 
cular greatness. 

Ye  men  of  the  world,  whose  bosoms  have 
harbored  passions,  that  philosophy  has  toiled 
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in  vain  to  subdue ;  passions  and  lusts,  that 
have  scarcely  been  suspended  by  the  loudest 
thundering  of  adversity  ;  cast  your  eyes  for 
once  upon  some  fair  daughter  of  resigned  sor- 
row ;  behold  her  tears,  they   speak  of  her 
heart,  of  heaven,  of  God !  their  eloquence  is 
free  from  sophistry  and  free  from  pride  ;  and 
suppress,  if  you  can,  a  desire  to  partake  of 
the  heavenly  fruits  of  submission.     Resigna- 
tion is  indispensably  necessary  to  the  acqui- 
sition of  useful  truth.     The  possession  of  di- 
vine truth,  and  a  hearty  attachment  to  its  un- 
alterable excellence,  reinstamp  us  with  the 
image  of  glory,  and  give  us  a  participation  in 
pleasures,    that  are   sublime   and  lasting. — - 
This  is   an  object,  which  is  worthy  the  re- 
searches of  an   immortal  mind.     It  rewards 
exertion,  not  with  meretricious  ornaments, but 
with  incorruptible  honor.       Here  might  the 
kings  of  the  earth  deposit  their  crowns,  and 
the  emblems    of  ideal  grandeur   and  fash- 
ionable distinction';  and  become  as  great  in 
goodness,   and  as  good  in  greatness,   as  the 
humble  cottager,  who  knows  and  loves  his  God. 
This  is  a  species  of  truth  that  is  a  counter- 
poise to  the  most  depressing  infirmities  of  our 
nature,  and  pours  its  cheering   illuminations 
through  the  darkest  storms  of  adversity.     It 
hallows  every  solitary  hour  of  life.     It  inter- 
dicts the  intoxicating  cup  of  sensual  pleasure 
before  we  bear  it  to  our  lips.     It  elevates  us  a- 
bove  the  distraction,  violence  and  tumult  of 
the  world.     It  plants  its  guardian  vigiU  a- 
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round  us  on  the  bed  of  sickness,  and  brightens 
the  perspectives  of  an  eternal  world,  at  the 
hour  of  death.  But  the  children  of  irreconcili- 
ation  are  excluded  from  all  these  salutary  and 
heart-sustaining  benefits.  A  turbid  spirit 
discolours  the  complexion  of  truth,  and  con- 
stantly labors  to  evade  the  force  of  those  re- 
alities, which  are  not  congenial  with  the  views 
of  a  carnal  mind,  and  the  feelings  of  a  dis- 
tempered heart.  Whereas  a  devout  inspec- 
tion of  the  works  of  nature,  is  delightful 
and  satisfactory  to  the  eye  of  submission. — 
Truth  and  light,  under  the  active  powers  of 
investigation,  beam  on  the  soul  from  every 
object,  and  exhibit  God,  even  in  the  appa- 
rent minuteness  of  his  works.  The  moment 
we  relinquish  the  cradle,  we  are  presented 
with  a  view  of  nature's  inimitable  scenery. 

Here  the  powers  of  thought  are  called  into 
being;  and  curiosity,  wonder  and  imagina- 
tion, are  awakened  and  become  subsidiary  to 
the  pursuits  of  knowledge.  The  votary  to 
submission  advances  in  this  instructive  path, 
charmed  by  his  progress  and  the  delights  of 
the  way.  He  discovers  an  immense  chain 
of  correspondencies  and  reciprocal  depend- 
ence, suspended  from  the  finger  of  God,  reach- 
ing to  the  dust,  that  cleaves  to  the  foot  of  the 
traveller.  Divine  sentiments  kindle  in  his 
bosom.  Conscious  insufficiency  mysteriously 
serves  to  aid  his  ascension  to  the  source  of 
intelligence.  Irreconciliation  draws  a  veil  be- 
tween nature  and  the  Divinity. 


SENTIMENTS  ON  RESIGNATION.  19 

The  fair  fabric  of  creation  becomes  a  back- 
ground scenery,  inexplicably  darkened  be- 
fore him,  to  whom  wisdom,  goodnes^  and  di- 
vine love  are  invisible.  Thus  he  groans,  sighs, 
and  pours  out  his  rancorous  complaints.  The 
ruins  of  the  canker  in  his  garden,  the  ravages 
of  the  worm  in  the  field,  excite  the  venom  of 
his  breast.  He  imperiously  asperses  the 
guardian  of  men  and  things,  and  with  daring 
effrontery  denies  the  rectitude  of  heaven. — 
Where  is  the  warrior,  who  is  ever  alive  to  the 
charms  of  nature,  while  enveloped  in  the  din 
and  smoke  of  battle.^  Where  is  the  man,  that 
has  ever  been  enamoured  with  the  features  of 
divine  truth,  while  devoted  to  the  darkened 
work  of  rebellion  against  God?  A  serious  no- 
tice of  Divine  Providence  is  useful  and  instruc- 
tive. Hereby  we  are  often  impressed,  with 
the  indispensability  of  duties  already  known, 
and  led  to  the  discovery  of  new  and  edifying 
truths.  But  should  we  gaze  for  ever,  at  the 
footsteps  of  Providence,  a  murmuring  spirit 
would  render  totally  impracticable  our  own 
edification.  By  endeavoring  to  measure  the 
intentions  of  God  by  our  own  conceptions,  we 
are  deluded  into  darkness,  where  the  beams 
of  Divine  complacency  are  never  commission- 
ed to  enter.  Thence  we  are  heard  to  exclaim : 
why  are  we  doomed  to  be  tossed  for  ever  on 
the  tempestuous  flood  of  calamity?  Why  are 
our  brightest  hopes  rendered  as  empty  as  the 
vision  of  a  dream  and  transient  as  the  spark, 
that  falls  from  the  flint?  Why  are  we  expos- 
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ed  to  such  disheartenino:  vicissitudes,  and 
such  ardent  conflicts?  Why  are  we  tortured 
with  pains,  torn  from  our  enjoyments  by  sick- 
ness, and  arrested  in  our  course  by  the  iron  hand 
of  disappointment  ?  Alas!  how  often  is  this 
blasphemous  hmguage  practically  adopted  ; 
and  the  hideous  complexion  of  this  cynical 
temper  discovered  through  the  tinsel  disguise 
it  wears. 

Delirium  and  madness  are  frequently 
the  ofispring  of  irrcconciliation.  They  con- 
tumeliously  reproach  the  inscrutable  design  of 
events,  darken  councils,  close  the  avenues  of 
knowledge  and  poison  the  spring  of  life.  Do 
we  experience  the  influence  of  resignation  ? 
We  look  with  diff*erent  eyes  and  different 
sensations  upon  Divine  Providence.  We  do 
not  leap  with  anger  into  the  trackless  realms 
of  presumption  ;  the  horrors  of  insufficiency 
melt  away  into  the  precious  sentiments  of  Di- 
vine rectitude.  It  gives  us  a  pleasure, unknown 
to  the  multitude,  that  kingdoms,  nations  and 
our  lives,  are  under  the  constant  inspection  of 
Omniscience,  and  the  controul  of  a  hand  that 
rules  with  immaculate  righteousness.  We 
look,  with  reverence,  upon  the  long  and  glo- 
rious annals  of  Divine  government.  Our 
fi:iith  brightens,  and  our  alliance  with  heaven 
strengthens  by  the  prospect.  A  consciousness 
of  mortality,  gives  birth  to  the  swelling  feel- 
ings of  immortality.  Our  ills,  our  pains  and 
sorrows  are  lost  in  the  view  of  eternal  good. 
Have  we  rejoiced  and  mourned,  hoped  and 
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despaired,  fallen  and  risen  ?  As  we  have  jour- 
neyed thus  far  in  life;  a  righteous  God  has 
always  been  before  us,  either  in  a  cioud  or 
in  a  pillar  of  fire.  A  pang  more,  or  a  pang- 
less,  another  ray  of  prosperity,  another  hour 
of  adversity,  or  another  span  to  the  length  of 
our  way  might  have  made  us  soniethiiii^  dif- 
ferent from  what  we  now  are.  There  our 
souls  recoil  as  at  the  thoughts  of  oblivion  ; 
for  the  consciousness  of  what  we  are,  is  dear 
as  life  ;  it  is  the  essence  of  being.  The  re- 
signed mind  gains  knowledge  from  nature, 
and  instruction  from  Divine  Providence,  it 
advances  to  glory,  through  every  event,  and 
triumphs  beyond  the  reach  of  carnal  commo- 
tion. 

The  lustre  of  revealed  truth  is,  also,  either 
wrapped  in  clouds  before  those,  who  are  des- 
titute of  submission,  or  is  beheld  under  all 
the  distortions,  that  a  distempered  mind  and 
corrupted  heart  can  invent.  Objections  are 
palpably  made  against  the  counsels  of  the 
Almighty.  That"  his  noblest  works  should 
be  condemned  to  wander  in  the  mazes  of  de- 
pravity ;  that  he  should  delay  the  mission  of 
a  Redeemer,  and  destine  so  many  ages  to 
roll  away  in  darkness  ;  that  he  should  com- 
mit the  tidings  of  salvation  to  a  humble  Na- 
zarene  ;  that  he  should  make  the  portals  of 
glory  accessible  to  none,  but  meek  and  sub- 
missive spirits,  are  complaints  which  fall 
from  the  lips  of  unreclaimed  apostates.  They 
announce  the  blackness  of  depravity,  a  wilful 
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evasion  of  the  truth,  and  evince  the  infusion 
of  infernal  wrath.  On  the  contrary,  with 
what  raino'led  delisfht  and  wonder  do  the 
children  of  submission  listen  to  the  oracles  of 
God.  They  are  vivified  by  the  eifulgence  of 
truth  ;  they  rejoice  in  the  counsels  of  the 
Most  High,  antl  catch  the  joys  of  angels  from 
admiring  with  them,  the  designs  and  methods 
of  grace,  in  the  redemption  of  the  trembling 
sinner.  Alive  to  hope  and  joy,  they  look  on 
Jesus  and  love  away  the  rising  pangs  of  an- 
guish and  grief.  The  bosom  of  resignation 
alone  is  open  to  the  sanctifying  rays  cfthe 
Divinity,  which  by  a  constant  agency,  buoy 
the  soiil  in  softened  raptures  to  the  cloudless 
reahns  of  immortality. 

The  importance  of  resignation,  as  it  re- 
gards our  happiness,  cannot  be  denied.  Yet 
by  a  strange  infatuation,  it  is  deemed  neces- 
sary, only  under  the  perils  and  trials  of  life. 
During  the  calm  and  cloudless  day,  the  mar- 
iner solicits  no  assistance  fiom  the  light  house, 
which  is  reared  on  a  rugged  shore,  but  gazes 
after  its  benignant  beams,  when  tossed  on  the 
tempestuous  sea  through  the  darkness  of  night. 
Thus,  mankind  under  the  calm  of  prosperity, 
are  conveyed  along,  without  any  desire  of 
resignation  or  religion,  till  the  storm  of  calam- 
ity burets  upon  their  heads.  O  feeble  and 
presumptuous  mortal  !  are  the  obligations  of 
an  eternal  law  suspended,  because  thou  art 
beguiled  into  a  sultry  composure  by  the  charm 
of  iictioH?  Lives  thy  God,  only  in  the   tem- 
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pest,  bows  thine  obedience,  only  when  he 
passeth  on  a  pavillion  of  judgment]  Wilt 
thou  make  the  best  of  thy  pleasures  and  the 
most  of  thy  religion  ?  Is  thine  alienation 
harmless,  because  thou  art  wrapped  in  the 
mantle  of  spiritual  slumber  ?  Does  the  qui- 
etude of  thiiie  heart  betoken  thy  permanent 
rest,  because  thou  ortnow  basking  in  a  tran- 
sient sunshine  ?  Why  dost  thou  forget,  that 
the  ingredients  of  the  earthquake  are  kindling 
for  vengeance,  beneath  that  sultry  silence, 
that  precedes  the  tremenduous  shock  ?  Ahis ! 
as  long  as  periodical  piety  will  satisfy  fhy 
soul,  occasional  resignation  will  answer  thy 
wishes  ! 

O  !  resignation  bring  us  near  to  our  God, 
while  our  powers  are  vigorous  to  enjoy  his 
presence,  and  while  we  are  least  molested  by 
the  pressure  of  natural  ills  and  disasters. 
Give  us  thy  precious  dainties,  while  our  health 
is  sound,  and  our  relish  is  alive  to  their  celes- 
tial qualities.  When  our  hearts  are  faint 
under  the  burden  of  the  day,  aiford  us  thy 
medicinal  assistance.  A  single  odour,  pour- 
ed upon  our  souls  from  thy  sacred  phial,  shall 
give  them  a  holy  composure,  till  they  awake 
to  eternal  rapture  in  the  bosom  of  Jesus. 
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CHAPTER  11. 

RESIGNATION  CONSIDERED  AS  IT  REGARDS 
THE  RENUNCIATION  OF  OBJECTS. 

AMONG  the  efforts  of  man  none  are  more 
vain  than  those,  which  are  made,  in  order  to 
ingraft  the  principles  of  religion  upon  a 
strano-e  and  deo:enerate  vine.  The  smile  of 
security  is  excited,  in  thousands,  from  a  be- 
lief that  they  have  so  artfully  incorporated 
the  forms  of  godliness,  with  the  properties  of 
unregenerate  nature,  that  they  will  constitute 
a  meritorious  assemblaoe  of  christian  excel- 
lencies.  If  the  gospel  be  known,  it  is  difficult 
to  suppress  a  suspicion  that  they  are  moving 
in  a  dulusion,  that  is  of  narrow  limits  and 
bounded  on  every  side  by  disappointment  and 
wretched nes-i.  The  scions  of  grace  are  not  to 
be  found  on  the  thorn.  The  evil  tree  will  al- 
ways bear  a  fruit  and  foliage  con  oenial  with  its 
own  nature  Before  we  can  put  on  the  new 
man,  we  mnst  put  off  the  old,  with  his  deeds, 
which  are  corrupt.  The  holy  armory  of  God 
is  opened  by  Jesus  to  none,  but  those  who 
have  rejected  the  weapons  of  unrighteous- 
ness. 

Did  an  apostate  condition  imply  nothing 
more  than  deprivation,  or  a  banishment  from 
the  reconciled  countenance  of  the  Creator,  the 
labors  of  resignation  would  be  greatly  dimin- 
ished, the  sphere  of  its  office  comparatively 
small,  and  a  knowledge  of  its  real  nature  very 
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considerably  facilitated.  But  deprivation  left 
the  ground  work  of  that  character,  to  which 
a  series  of  daring  iniquities  was  to  give  a  hi- 
deous complexion.  While  the  love  of  obedi- 
ence expired  in  the  breast  of  man,  a  rebellious 
spirit,  by  a  fatal  intrusion,  obtained  the  pos- 
session of  his  heart.  Lost  to  the  unerring 
guidance  of  the  Eternal  Will,  he  immediately 
repaired  to  the  suggestions  of  carnal  volition, 
and  wandered  in  a  wilderness  of  extravagance 
and  enormity.  When  the  Divine  glory  was 
veiled  from  mortal  view,  he  not  only  turned 
his  restless  eyes  from  the  face  of  heaven,  but 
bade  them  search  the  wide  realms  of  dust,  for 
gods,  to  whom  the  heart  could  pour  out  its 
incense,  and  pay  its  idolatrous  homage.  The 
calm  serenity  of  his  soul  was  dissolved  and 
succeeded  by  the  turbulence  of  a  thousand 
restlcvss  passions.  The  holy  altar  of  meekness 
and  humiliation  was  demolished  at  the  feet  of 
Jehovah  ;  and  pride,  with  astonishing  effron- 
tery, reared  a  visionary  temple  on  high  and 
from  the  pinnacle  of  self-exaltation,  waved 
with  impious  hands,  the  ensign  of  dominion. 
His  intellect  was  shrouded  in  darkness ;  and 
losing  a  knowledge  to  do  good,  he  became 
wise  to  do  evil.  When  the  affections  of  his 
heart  ceased  to  arise  from  enlio^htened  views 
of  the  Divinity,  its  emotions  were  excited 
by  phantoms,  by  the  transient  charm  of 
temporal  objects,  and  by  [the  variegated 
scenery  which  adorns,  with  a  false  brilliancy, 
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the  chambers  of  sensuality.  When  he  no  lon- 
ger regarded  the  divine  glory,  as  an  object  of 
bis  actions,  by  a  mysterious  perversion,  his 
powers  were  alive  to  the  controling  urgency 
of  selfish  motives,  and  in  defiance  of  heaven, 
wasted  his  breath  in  lighting  up  the  flame  of 
his  own  glory. 

No  genuine  resignation  can  be  discovered 
in  man,  till  he  heartily  renounce  the  works 
of  disobedience.  That  froward  spirit  which 
leads  him  to  trample  on  the  oracles  of  God, 
must  be  rejected,  with  unqualified  abhor- 
rence. How  often  does  this  spirit,  disregard- 
ing the  interdictions  of  conscience  and  heav- 
en, hurry  us  into  the  paths  of  sinful  dissipa- 
tion and  destructive  licentiousness  !  With 
what  power  and  art,  does  it  disguise  the  forms 
of  iniquity  and  make  them  assume^  a  harmless 
aspect !  How  does  it  wrap  in  forg^tfulness  the 
miseries,  which  are  already  accumulated  a- 
round  us,  and  consign  to  apathy  our  noblest 
sensibilities ! 

Rebellion  always  arrogates  the  character 
of  a  benefactor.  Sometimes,  it  holds  to  our 
view  the  pleasures  of  resentment;  again  it 
proposes  to  deliver  us  from  the  pressure  of  in- 
juries, the  painful  restraints  of  virtue,  and  the 
thraldom  of  humanlaws.  Itstandsinabeckon- 
ing  attitude  at  all  the  aberrations  from  duty  ; 
it  promises  to  tear  the  frowns  from  the  face 
of  fortune,  and  give  a  perpetual  smile  to  the 
condition  of  life.  By  a  mysterious  influence, 
we  learn  to  love  this  monstrous  deceiver  ;  and 
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receive  his  empty  promises,  with  as  much  a- 
vidity,  as  though  we  had  experienced  some 
real  advantage  from  the  scenes  into  which  we 
had  been  blindly  conducted.  This  spirit, 
therefore,  which  is  so  dear  in  carnal  appre- 
ciation must  not  only  be  suppressed,  but  thor- 
oughly eradicated.  Resignation  relinquishes 
all  the  works  of  disobedience,  and  deposits 
in  oblivion,  the  weapons  of  rebellion.  No 
man  can  be  resigned  to  the  laws  and  govern- 
ment  of  the  Divine  Being,  till  his  aversion  be 
entirely  removed,  and  he  cease  to  evade  their 
unabating  authority.  In  short,  he  can  never 
become  truly  submissive  till  the  espousals  of 
his  soul  to  the  works  of  darkness  be  effectual- 
ly dissolved. 

How  frequently  do  the  most  fatal  dangers 
lurk  in  ambush  under  some  specious  form! 
Thousands  are  deceived  into  a  belief,  that  they 
are  possessed  of  the  grace  of  resignation,  be- 
cause they  avoid  the  palpable  acts  of  disobe- 
dience, and  forbear  to  raise,  with  unblushing 
boldness,  the  weapons  of  resistance.  All  this 
may  be  produced  by  the  inferior  motives  of 
honor  and  temporal  fame.  The  flesh  is  often 
tired  into  a  compliance,  when  the  spirit  is  at 
warfare  with  God.  The  rebellion  of  thought 
and  of  our  secret  affections  must  be  slain,  be- 
fore we  can  be  denominated  the  submissive 
subjects  of  the  Divine  government.  The  slave 
with  silent  and  visible  composure  may  per- 
form the  works  of  obedience,  while  his  heart 
is  burning  with  venom  and  hatred  against  his 
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Lord  and  Master.  Thus  when  disobedience 
is  openly  and  vitally  relinquished,  then,  nor 
till  then,  can  it  be  hoped  we  have  the  least  de- 
gree of  genuine  resignation. 

An  unreserved  subjection  of  the  will  is  an 
indispensable  article  in  resio^nation.  This  is 
an  achievement  not  to  be  effectuated  by  a  few 
philosophic  exertions.  Natural  wisdom  may 
produce  an  ostensible  conformity  to  the  resist- 
less control  of  general  laws.  Common  sense, 
itself,  would  smile  at  the  spectacle,  should 
some  daring  eagle,  beaten  by  the  winter 
storm,  attempt  to  remove  the  mountain  of  her 
residence  into  realms  of  perennial  spring. — 
Nor  less  would  it  smile,  should  it  discover  a 
feeble  mortal  endeavoring  to  elude  his  mise- 
ry, by  struggling  to  effect  a  change  in  the  op- 
eration of  immutable  laws. 

The  natural  will  is  a  primary  agent,  in  the 
wretchedness  and  ruin  of  the  soul.  Disdain- 
ing the  guidance  of  Jehovah,  it  lifts  a  brazen 
head  in  contempt  of  all  the  wholesome  re- 
straints of  Heaven  ;  and  even  exults  in  a  vi- 
sionary liberty,  while  the  ponderous  chains, 
that  are  forged  by  the  powers  of  darkness,  are 
riveted  on  our  necks.  It  tears  itself  from  the 
influence  of  a  Divine  agency,  like  some  un- 
happy stream  that  steals  a  passage  through 
the  bank  of  a  majestic  river,  wandering  in  a 
solitary  wilderness,  till  it  precipitate  into  dark- 
some caverns,  and  there  be  converted  into  a 
cloud  of  noxious  vapours.  It  discovers  the 
gates  of  heaven,  but  disdains  to  tread  the 
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valley  of  meekness,    through   which  alone, 
they  are  accessible.  Under  its  imperious  dic« 
tates,  polluted  garments  are  assiduously  wo- 
ven and   wrapped  about  us,  while  the  robes 
of  a  Saviour's  righteousness  are  rejected  with 
all  the  coldness  of  malignant  scorn.  All  that 
divine  benignity   could  do,  in  providing  an 
escape  from  eternal  misery,  in  ameliorating 
the  condition  of  the  present  life,   and  calling 
from  their  slumbers  the  lovely  sentiments  of 
immortality,  is  scoffed  away  by  its  counter 
determinations.     It  renders  the  eloquence  of 
a   Saviour's  sufferings  as  unprofitable  as  the 
bowlings  of  the  desert,  and  the  voice  of  his 
blood  as  unaffecting  as  the  rustling  of  a  leaf. 
It  severs  the  anchor  of  hope  from  our  bosoms, 
and  leaves  us  to  the  mercy  of  a  tempestuous 
sea,  with  the  heavens  on  fire  over  our  heads, 
v^lth  nothing  but  frost-work  to  prevent  us  from 
sinking  to  the  chambers  of  death. 

The  powers  of  volition  are  often  concealed 
under  the  influence  of  habit,  and  we  learn  to 
evade  the  impression  of  criminality,  by  attri- 
buting our  actions  to  unfortunate  but  una- 
voidable inclinations,  and  the  circumstances 
by  which  we  are  surrounded.  Thus  the  fe- 
male, who  is  tenderly  alive  to  the  powers  of  vo- 
lition, at  the  fatal  hour  of  prostitution,  scarcely 
realizes  its  office  any  more  through  a  career 
of  misery,  guilt  and  shame  till  death  pours  its 
accumulated  horrors  upon  her  hopeless  soul. 
The  thief  is  more  sensible  of  voluntary  agen- 
cy, for  the  first  time  he  lays  a  pilfepog  haiisJ 
c2 
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on  some  trifling  toy,  than  ever  after  in  enter- 
ing our  threshold  at  midnight.  The  corro- 
sions of  guilt  are  generally  diminished  by  the 
frequency  of  crimes.  This  is  chiefly  owing 
to  the  concealment  of  the  regency  of  the  will, 
under  a  series  of  paliating  contingencies. — 
Hence  it  is,  that  mankind  in  general  miscon- 
strue a  definition,  the  apostle  has  given  of 
the  carnal  mind,  and  deny  its  application  to 
themselves  and  denominate  it  a  kind  of  harm- 
less non-conformity  to  the  laws  of  God.  This 
being  something  of  the  nature  and  character 
of  the  will,  it  must  be  entirely  subdued,  be- 
fore we  can  feel  the  hallowed  influence  of 
true  resignation. 

One  of  the  greatest  conflicts,  with  which 
the  heart  is  acquainted,  consisteth  in  renounc- 
ing our  idol  gods.  The  inclination  to  worship 
is  strong  and  universal.  It  is  cherished  and 
supported  by  all  the  vicissitudes  of .  terror, 
hope,  misery  and  joy.  The  savage  feels  it 
awakened  within  him,  when  he  beholds  the 
angry  cloud  travelling  up  the  western  skies  ; 
when  it  thunders  over  his  head,  and  when  it 
passes  away  in  awful  dispersion.  The  same 
inclination  is  quickened,  when  he  discovers  a 
heaven  planted  with  stars,  inverted  forests 
and  suspended  mountains,  reflected  from  the 
bosom  of  the  lake.  It  leads  him  to  invoke 
his  gods,  previous  to  the  feats  of  battle,  and 
prompts  him  to  peals  of  bewildered  praise, 
when  he  retires  with  trophies  of  victory.  It 
is  warmly  alive  in  the  heart  of  the  bold  ad- 
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venturer,  as  he  treads  the  ground  of  hazard. 
The  indolent  coward  feels  it  shoot  across  his 
breast  in  the  intervals  of  gaping  languor. — 
From  the  splendours  of  genius  to  the  feeblest 
gleam  of  reason  ;  from  the  magnificent  heights 
of  dominion  to  the  deepest  cells  of  servitude, 
the  impulse  of  this  propensity  is  more  or  less 
experienced.  The  gold  is  now  changed,  and 
the  most  fine  gold  become  dim.  Man  no 
longer  beholds  the  God  of  heaven,  with  the 
lively  fervours  of  affection  and  reverential  at- 
tachment. He  is  beguiled  alike  from  duty 
and  the  sources  of  enjoyment.  A  spiritual 
dimness  renders  imperceptible  the  glory  of 
his  Creator,  while  a  thousand  mortal  deities 
swarm  into  life  around  him.  They  engage 
his  heart,  he  views  them  with  enchanted  eyes, 
clothes  them  with  a  finical  glory,  and  conse- 
crates them  to  immortality,  Reason,  how- 
ever aided  by  the  light  of  revelation,  readily 
discards  the  delirious  scenery  of  heathen  ido- 
latry. Thus  the  heart  has  but  little  conflict, 
when  we  strike  from  their  brazen  pedestals 
the  gods  of  the  mountains;  or  when  we  con- 
sign the  altars  of  the  valley  to  mingle  with  the 
smoke  of  the  blood  that  is  burned  upon  them ; 
when  this  is  done,  we  are  often  deceived  into 
a  belief,  that  we  vitally  regard  the  command 
that  is  written  by  the  finger  of  God,  and  that 
the  shackles  of  clay  alone  prevent  our  fiight 
to  immortal  glory.  The  mantle  of  charity  is 
scarcely  broad  enough  to  cover  the  folly  of 
that  heated  votary  to  intoxication  who  ex- 
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ults  in  the  glories  of  self-denial  merely,  be- 
cause he  has  renounced  the  rendezvous  of 
nighth  revelling  and  clamorous  intemperance. 
Are  the  inebriations  of  his  own  closet  free 
from  poison,  harm  and  guilt?  Nor  can  it  fail 
to  excite  the  sigh  of  enlightened  discretion, 
when  we  are  heard  to  announce  our  piety  and 
prove  its  residence  within  us,  because  our 
idolatrous  services  have  lost  their  notoriety 
and  retired  into  forms  less  exposed  to  mortal 
inspection.  There  are  desires  that  are  feeble 
and  languid  in  the  open  flice  of  day,  their  ex- 
istence is  but  faintly  felt  in  the  circles  of  so- 
ciety, and  in  the  throng  of  court ;  but  at  the 
hour  of  seclusion,  they  awake  from  slumber 
refreshed  into  enormous  strength  and  over- 
bearing sway,  controling  all  the  powers  of 
thought.  And  we  appeal  to  the  decisions  of 
experience,  if  the  propensities  to  idolatry  are 
not  the  most  fervent  and  dangerous,  when 
most  secreted  from  the  gaze  of  the  world.  It 
is  then  our  attachments  assume  a  dano^erous 
influence  and  our  alliance  to  perishable  ob- 
jects become  so  strangely  infatuating.  It  is 
then  we  venture  to  look  upon  our  gold,  and 
call  it  our  god,  and  adore  with  silent  love  our 
fancied  perfections.  We  frequently  idolize 
some  amiable  virtue  that  has  procured  us  a 
pleasing  eminence,  on  the  scale  of  distinction. 
Our  souls  pour  their  silent  eulogies  upon  it 
in  all  our  solitary  walks.  We  vainly  clothe 
it  with  the  attributes  of  a  Saviour,  we  attach 
unto  it  the  office  of  atonement^  and  make  it 
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the  groiiod  ofour  justliicatioo  before  the  coun- 
cil of  heaveii.     We  cause  it  to  personate  an 
excellence,  at  whose  approach  the  gates  of 
immortal  glory  are  spontaneously  opened. — 
Brilliant  talenis  are  also  deified,  with  all  the 
zeal  of  enthusiasm.     The  writer,  the  orator 
and  counsellor  burn  their  incense  to  those  fa- 
culties which  lead  to  eminence,  in  their  appro- 
priate spheres.     Though  the  high  accessions 
of  greatness  will  for  ever  mock  the  toil  of  my 
feeble  powers;  I  can  recollect,  w^ith  shame, 
several  instances  of  extemporary  performance, 
when  my  mlcd  has  been  lost  to  that  being, 
whose  name  my  lips  were  pronouncing  with  so- 
lemnity, and  having  no  other  consciousness  for 
moments,  than  that  of  being  charmed  with  the 
fancied  talent  of  invention  and  the  art  of  com- 
municating my  ideas  with  a  pleasing  facility. 
Alas  !  the  ray  that  sports  in  darkness  may  be- 
come our  God  alike  with  a  full  effulgence  of 
exalted  genius.     The  fading   gifts  of  nature 
command    the   reverential    effusions    of    our 
hearts,  and  this  inscription  ^^  The  chief  good," 
is  frequently  stamped  on   the  dreams  of  life. 
It  is  no  rarity  for  the  female,  to  devote  the 
morning  of  life  to  the  shrine  of  beauty,  labour- 
ingwith  unremitting  assiduity, to  preserve  her 
charms  from  the  dust   of  oblivion.     Art   is 
vain,  in  attempting,  to  prolong  the  abode  of 
her  deity  in  colour   and  features.      He   as- 
sumes a  residence,  in  wit  and  satire,  and  ob- 
tains  the  constant  end   faithful    bonuige   of 
declining:  life.     Thai  isiordinale  affection  with 
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which  we  look  at  a  child,  a  companion  and 
friend — that  subtle  enthusiasm  which  steals 
our  hearts  from  the  Creator,  when  we  survey 
the  charms  of  nature  and  art,  that  fondness 
with  which^we  contemplate  the  splendours 
of  our  own  talents  ;  that  infatuation  under 
which  we  clothe  our  own  virtues  with  the  of- 
fices of  a  Redeemer;  all  these  constitute  an 
idolatry  as  dangerous  to  the  soul,  and  as  hein- 
ous in  the  sight  of  a  holy  God,  as  the  golden 
calves  of  Dan  and  Bethel,  or  the  honors  that 
were  poured  upon  the  Ephesian  Diana. 

True  resignation  relinquishes  all  these  vain 
attachments.  It  severs  all  inordinate  affec- 
tion from  the  world,  it  dissolves  every  illicit 
attention  to  created  objects,  and  discerns  no 
loveliness  within  them,  independent  of  the 
Divine  Being.  Phantoms  are  divested  of 
their  enchantment  ;  ideal  charms  cease  to 
beguile  the  heart  ;  and  the  wide  field  that  is 
peopled  with  deities,  by  the  plastick  power 
of  imagination,  is  given  up  to  its  infernal 
proprietor  the  moment  in  which  the  spirit  of 
resignation  finds  an  avenue  to  our  bosoms. 

Religion  is  peculiarly  fond  of  quietude  and 
composure.  It  flies  from  the  noisy  scenes  of 
the  world,  which  are  ill-suited  to  its  holy  ex- 
ercises. The  sublime  and  even  painful  sen- 
timents of  reverence,  which  are  excited  by 
the  roaring  of  the  forest,  and  by  the  night- 
ly voice  of  the  thundering  cataract,  be- 
come mild  and  seraphic  as  wx  retire  from 
the  more  immediate  imprcsvion   of  these  mi^- 
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jeslic  sounds.  The  eloquence  of  the  pulpit, 
which  is  generally  so  little  aif'ectina-,  when 
poured  from  the  niost  polished  lips  of  clay, 
often  becomes  the  eloquence  of  angels  when 
we  repair  to  our  closets,  and  memory  repeats 
it,  in  melting  accents  to  the  soul.  How  pre- 
cious is  that  evening  hour,  when  ceremonial 
tumult,  and  vulgar  commotion,  have  sus- 
pended their  dominion,  and  silence  broods 
on  the  face  of  nature,  when  the  heavens  are 
wrapped  in  clouds,  and  the  greatest  light 
we  can  discover,  is  the  lamp  that  glimmers 
through  the  distant  window  of  kindred  piety, 
which  is  castins:  the  last  look  for  the  nio-ht, 
on  some  precious  promise  of  Jesus,  and  ren- 
dering her  pillow  peaceful  by  sprinkling  up- 
on it  the  incense  of  prayer  ;  it  is  then  we  feel 
that  purity  of  affection,  and  those  devotional 
fervours  that  are  unknown  in  the  crowded 
assemblies  of  the  world.  Lust  and  passion 
deprive  us  of  that  quietude,  which  is  requi- 
site to  religious  exercise,  and  confound  all  the 
functions  of  the  soul.  Even  the  tremulous 
struggles  of  suppressed  passion  break  the 
chain  of  thought,  and  throw  into  derange- 
ment our  intellectual  energies.  Every  hal- 
lowed sensation  expires  at  the  first  pulse  of 
unbridled  lust.  The  intrusion  of  one  licen- 
tious desire  if  often  fatal  to  the  incense  of  con- 
trition, and  diffuses  a  deathly  leaven  through 
the  serious  exercises  of  the  day.  Were  our 
passions  therefore  productive  of  no  other 
harm,  than  molesting  the  tranquality    of  the 
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soul,  and  dissolvino^  the  celestial  charm  of 
devotion,  it  is  indisj)en.sablY  necessary  that 
they  should  be  renounced  without  reserve  or 
apology.  The  propriety  of  thi^  cannot  be 
denied,  when  it  is  considered,  th?it  lust  ond 
passion  live  and  reign  in  defiance  of  the  ab- 
solute interdiction  of  heaven.  They  corrupt 
the  spiings  of  iiie,  and  blot  every  trace  of  the 
heavenly  image  from  our  souls,  and  stamp 
upon  us  a  shame  and  guilt  that  are  indelible 
to  every  remedy  but  the  blood  of  Christ. 
Every  vspecies  of  aspiring  arrogance  is  given 
up  in  the  act  of  resignation.  Pride  is  an  odi- 
ous monster,  it  borrows  strength  from  destruc- 
tion, obstinacy  from  death,  and  artifice  from 
the  adversary  of  souls  ;  making  all  the  infuri- 
ate passions  of  the  heart  subsidiary  to  its  im- 
pious designs.  The  earth  groans  beneath 
its  feet,  the  poor  are  galled  by  its  relentless 
oppression,  slaves  are  compelled  to  unbowel 
mountains,  in  search  of  glittering  dust  to 
form  its  gorgeous  trappings,  and  even  the 
silk-worm  is  reproved  for  not  weaving  with 
sufficient  brilliancy  the  garments  of  grandeur. 
With  unblushing  insolence  it  remonstrates 
against  the  divine  administration,  especially 
when  the  wheels  of  providence  crush  the 
schemes  of  personal  aggrandizement  and 
derange  the  career  of  ambition  under  a  pro- 
pitious concurrence  of  events,  it  raises  in 
swelling  strains,  the  voice  of  exaltation,  and 
monopolizes  the  use  of  sun  and  stars  together 
with  the  gifts  and  bounties  of  nature.     Dis- 
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daining  to  bow  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  it  climbs 
the  skies  with  Babel  aid,  and  clairas  an  exalt- 
ed seat  in  the  chambers  of  glory  In  survey- 
ing the  character  of  such  glaring  and  pre- 
sumptuous pride,  our  souls  recoil  from  its 
empire;  the  sentiments  of  gratitude  kindle 
within  us,  and  we  proclaim  our  thanks,  that 
it  never  has  obtained  the  possession  of  our 
hearts.  Though  the  circumstances  of  life 
have  prevented  our  treading  the  highest 
paths  of  ostentation  and  vanity,  it  is  no  evi- 
dence that  this  evil  spirit  has  not  a  more 
secret  throne  in  our  hearts,  diffusing  an  in- 
fluence fatal  to  the  birth  and  growth  of  every 
pious  and  holy  principle.  The  outward  ob- 
servance of  religious  duties  constitutes  the 
dress  of  vital  piety  ;  so  that  haughty  deport- 
ment and  towering  greatness,  which  trample 
down  the  world,  are  but  the  habiliments  of 
that  inward  pride  against  the  Almighty. 
Thus  the  disallowance  and  practical  rejec- 
tion of  the  haughty  forms  of  arrogance,  fur- 
nish but  a  pitiful  proof  that  we  are  real  pos- 
sessors of  evangelical  reconciliation.  We  are 
all  exposed  to  a  spiritual  pride  which  is  pecu- 
liarly subtle,  officious  and  dangerous.  This 
often  reveals  itself,  when  in  mourning  tones, 
we  announce  our  former  vileness  and  sinful 
habits,  spreading  at  the  same  time,  with  ex- 
ultation, that  spotless  robe  with  which  we 
are  invested,  before  the  eye  of  publick  ob- 
servance, and  in  the  style  of  ancient  pride, 
proclaiming  our  joy  that  we  are  not  like  other 
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men.     Alas!  how  frequent  are  the  virtues, 
honesty,  temperance  and  meekness  consumed, 
in  the  pride  of  possesion  like  the  fever,    that 
plants   the   crimson  blush    of  health  on  the 
cheek,  while  its   latent  fires   are   consuming 
the  springs  of  life.     As  plain  as  print  in  let- 
ters of  gold   we  may  read   the    existence  of 
pride  on  the  eyes  of  visible  meekness,  while 
it  is  describing  the  humble  path  in  which  it 
chooses  to  walk,  in  contrast  with  the  eclat  of 
courtly  magnificence.     We  are  proud,  also, 
of  the  honor  and  services  we  pay  our  Creator, 
as  if  he  were  profited  by  our  imaginary  bene- 
factions.    It  is  within  the  deceit  of  our  hearts 
to  be  proud  in  our  triumphs  over  the  spirit 
of  pride.     Herculean  exertions  may  strangle 
the  serpent,  while  the  blaze  of  selfish  glory, 
in  which  the  deed  is  done,  gives  birth  to  the 
noxious  viper.     The  doctrine  of  transmigra- 
tion applies  with  truth  to  the  spirit  of  pride. 
It  mysteriously  flies  from  form  to  form,  pre- 
serving its  identity,  under  a  thousand  differ- 
ent shapes.       To  extract  its  deep  enwoven 
roots  from  our  nature,   to  demolish  its  influ- 
ence and  reject  it  from  life  and  practice,  is  an 
important  branch  in  the  great  work  of  resig- 
nation.    And  as  an  arm  that  could  wield  a 
globe,    would  be  insufficient   to  this    event, 
without  the   assistance    of  divine  grace  ;  so 
all  boasting  is  absolutely  excluded,  and  he 
that  glorieth  must  glory  in  the    Lord    with 
meekness  and  fear.     There  is  a  kind  of  plea- 
!^ure  that  accompanies  the  feats  of  ingenuity 
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and  schemes  of  refined  and  successful  artifice. 
The  thief  and  robber  very  probably  smile 
away  the  sense  of  guilt,  at  the  moment,  in 
which  invention  discovers  a  way  to  enter  the 
bolted  portals  of  a  neighboring  house.  The 
vile  seducer  i$  pleased  with  the  arts  by 
which  he  is  alluring  unsuspecting  innocence 
to  the  altar  of  eternal  infamy.  The  turpitude 
of  his  deeds,  and  the  indignation  of  heaven 
are  alike  forgotten  in  the  charm  which  his 
seductive  powers  create.  The  author  will 
never  forget  an  evening  in  which  he  was 
passing,  at  a  late  hour,  by  a  country  pri- 
son, when  the  surrounding  silence  was  bro- 
ken by  peals  of  laughter,  that  issued  from  the 
grates  of  a  lower  apartment  of  the  dreary 
mansion.  Curiosity  led  him  to  investigate,  if 
possible,  the  cause  of  joy  in  this  dark  cell  of 
convicted  criminality.  He  heard  the  collo- 
quy of  two  malefactors.  One  related  the  se- 
ductive art  and  intrigue,  by  which  he  had 
baffled  the  vigils  of  maternal  affection,  and 
allured  a  blooming  daughter  of  endearment, 
from  the  bower  of  innocence  and  virtue, 
through  the  gates  of  everlasting  shame.  The 
other  in  return,  gave  a  narrative  of  his  former 
tricks  of  legerdemain  at  the  gaming  table, 
and  the  schemes  of  artifice  by  which  he  had 
deprived  an  orphan  of  a  legal  inheritance, 
without  ever  incurring  the  suspicion  of  the 
world. 

Franklin  could  never  have  related  the  man- 
ner in  which  he   acquired  a  harmless  famil- 
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iarity  with  the  lightning'  of  heaven,  with 
any  greater  pleasure  than  what  seemed  to 
pervade  the  hearts  of  these  wretches.  Had 
their  guilt  for  that  moment  been  written 
in  letters  of  fire  on  the  darkness  of  their 
dungeon,  it  would  scarcely  have  com- 
manded their  notice.  The  author  retired 
very  deeply  affected  with  the  discovery  of  a 
new  feature  in  human  depravity.  The  infi- 
del derives  a  pleasure  from  his  own  wit  and 
sophistry,  that  gives  him  ajdnd  of  security, 
while  he  tramples  upon  the  authority  of  God. 
He  is  enraptured  with  the  inventions  of  his 
own  genius,  that  have  taught  him  to  discover 
in  man  the  principles  of  perfectability,  and 
to  guide  the  impenitent  multitude  in  triumph 
to  the  laud  of  rest.  The  delicious  fondness 
of  ''hewing  out  to  ourselves,  cisterns,  broken 
*'  cisterns, that  can  hold  no  water;"  the  deli- 
cious enthusiasm  of  figuring  largely  in  the 
labours  of  infidelity,  must  bow  and  expire  at 
the  shrine  of  resignation.  There  the  employ- 
ments and  inventions;,  that  are  unsanctioned 
by  the  divine  approbation,  are  stripped  of 
their  charms  and  cease  for  ever  to  be  objects 
of  pursuit. 

The  scenery  of  sensuality  is  clothed  with 
enchantment.  Its  influence  often  controuls 
our  tender  years,  exciting  alTections  and  at- 
tachments, that  are  not  easily  subdued.  At 
that  early  period,  when  our  morning  and 
evening  prayers  are  but  an  irksome  task,  per- 
formed chiefly  with  a  view  to  soften  the  vis- 
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age  of  conscious  guilt;  even  then,  we  leara 
and  chant  with  wakeful  avidity,  the  voluptu- 
ous song,  the  double  entendre  sallies  of  wit, 
and  anticipate  with  high  enthusiasm,  the  lux- 
urious and  clamorous  gambols  of  a  public 
day.  These  native  propensities,  fostered  by 
habit,  and  encouraged  by  fashion,  soon  be- 
come so  many  resistless  desires,  seeking  their 
gratification  through  all  the  mazes  of  licen- 
tiousness. The  evanescence  of  sensual  and 
worldly  charms,  does  not  abate  the  zeal  with 
which  we  pursue  them.  We  refuse  to  learn 
that  mortal  objects  are  of  mortal  worth,  but 
are  scientific,  in  the  work  of  excluding  the 
Divinity  from  our  meditations  and  the  mo- 
mentous concerns  of  the  soul  from  our  tho'ts. 
To  reject  from  our  prospects,  the  enamouring 
pictures  of  sensual  pleasures,  to  eradicate  from 
the  heart  our  vaio  attachments,  is  a  task  of 
resignation,  that  is  marked  with  peculiar  con- 
flict. Though  the  voluptuary  and  the  votary 
to  the  world  dread  it  as  they  dread  the  extinc- 
tion of  light,  it  must  be  performed  according 
to  the  indispensable  requisitions  of  our  holy 
religion.  For  resignation  for  ever  implies  in 
its  subjects,  a  lively  enjoyment  of  a  God,  in 
whose  sight  the  heavens  are  pronounced  un- 
clean. His  spotless  glory  and  excellence  axe 
far  above  the  discernment  of  the  impure  in 
heart  and  conversation.  Though  we  believ- 
ed, in  conformity  to  modern  theology,  that 
depravity  originates  entirely  from  habit,  we 
could  not  deny  the  necessity  of  surrendering' 
d2 
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all  the  heart  polluting  vanities  of  time,  in  or- 
der that  a  view  of  Divine  glory  may  pour  its 
influence  upon  our  souls  and  kindle  the  sacred 
fires  of  holy  affection.  We  cannot  fiiil  to  par- 
take of  the  nature  and  character  of  the  ob- 
jects, with  which  we  delight  to  converse. — 
They  infuse  their  properties  into  the  sources 
of  life,  by  a  thousand  invisible  avenues.  Do 
we  visit  the  cells  of  a  prison]  we  partake  of 
its  gloom  and  breathe  our  involuntary  respon- 
ses to  the  sighs  of  wretchedness.  The  cham- 
ber of  gaiety  and  extravagance,  prints  its  gau- 
dy images  on  the  mind  of  its  affectionate  vi- 
sitor, images  that  maintain  their  residence 
over  the  ruins  of  celestial  sensibility,  and  to 
the  rejection  of  every  thing  that  is  truly  val- 
uable. The  mere  spectator  to  the  allure- 
ments of  the  world,  who  guards  against  their 
power  and  denies  them  a  place  in  his  bosom, 
is  frequently  doomed  to  experhence  their  mys- 
terious influence,  The  traveller  upon  the 
sands  of  an  intemperate  climate,  may  not  in- 
tend to  suffer  the  loss  of  his  blooming  looks, 
but  at  the  end  of  his  journey  the  mirror  will 
inform  him,  that  he  has  received  something  of 
a  sallow  complexion.  A  lewd  thought  will 
obscure,  for  days,  our  vision  of  God,  and 
mingle  with  an  unsavory  tincture  the  incense 
of  our  devotions.  Thus  our  ascension  from 
the  path  of  depravity  and  the  enjoyment  of 
our  Creator,  require  us  to  dissolve  connexion 
with  the  vanities  of  the  world,  and  to  em- 
brace those  objects  alone,  which  tend  to  pu- 
rity and  real  glory. 
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Resignation  renounces  every  claim  to  an 
incorruptible  inheritance,  that  has  for  its  sup- 
port nothing  more  than  the  specious  forms  of 
external  virtue.  The  city  of  Zion  is  accessi- 
ble to  none,  but  those  who  have  left  behind 
them  their  poHuted  garments,  and  are  cloth- 
ed in  whitened  raiments  the  imputed  righte- 
ousness of  their  Redeemer.  Without  the  pu- 
rifying illuminations  of  faith,  we  must  stum- 
ble on  the  dark  mountains  below.  All  the 
labours  of  the  resigned,  as  it  respects  the  re- 
nunciation of  things,  must  be  seasonable  and 
voluntary.  In  order  to  experience  the  consol- 
atory evidences,  in  favour  of  the  possession 
of  this  grace,  forbidden  exercises  must  be 
suppressed  and  unlawful  attachments  aban- 
doned, while  we  are  susceptible  of  their  en- 
chantment. For  it  would  furnish  but  a  poor 
assurance,  we;e  we  to  v/ait  for  the  liooerino: 
languors  of  age  to  procure  the  death  of  our 
worldly  affections.  To  forsake  the  realms  of 
debauchery,  because  the  flame  of  our  lust  was 
extinguished  ;  to  relinquish  the  vanities  of  life, 
because  they  have  tired  out  the  emotions  of 
the  heart,  would  but  stain  the  laurels  of  re- 
signation. The  triumphs  of  victory  must  al- 
ways depend  upon  previous  conflict  and  con- 
scious danger.  Having  revolted  from  our 
God,  we  must  surrender  ourselves  to  hi^ 
arms,  entrusting  life  and  all  its  concerns  to 
the  righteous  disposal  of  his  providence,  re- 
joicing that  ^^  the  hearts  of  kings  are  in  his 
''  hands,  and  he  turneth  them,  as  the  rivers 
^^  of  water  are  turned," 
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CHAPTER  III. 

RESIGNATION  CONSIDKRE!)  AS  IT  REGARDS 
THE  EXERCISES  OF  THE  HEAllT  AND  MIND 
IN  MEETING  THE  EVENTS  OF  DIVINE  PRO- 
VIDENCE. 


IN  considering  resignation,  wilh  regard  to 
the  temper  and  disposition  with  which  we 
meet  the  events  of  providence,  its  existence 
can  hardly  be  imagined,  separate  from  the 
light  of  the  knowledge  of  God.  Ignorance, 
combined  with  a  thousand  groundless  fears 
and  empty  hopes,  constitutes  a  great  portion 
of  the  deoradino'  shades  of  human  life.  In  the 
dark  forest  of  ignorance,  the  bowlings  of  man 
and  beast  are  mingled  together ;  and  traces 
of  superiority,  in  the  former,  arc  but  in  few 
respects,  very  clearly  discernible.  There  the 
incense  of  bewildered  prayer  is  poured  out  to 
appease  the  wrath  of  the  tempest;  and  praise 
is  offered  to  the  stars  of  fortune,  to  purchase 
for  themselves  and  unborn  generations,  a 
share  in  the  yjerpetual  smiles  of  prosperity. 
There,  likewise,  are  the  altars  that  are  in- 
scribed to  the  Unknown  God.  Revelation, 
however,  opens  in  a  glorious  display,  those 
attributes  of  the  Divinity,  which  at  once  de- 
mand ourdevout  regard, and  contain  in  them- 
selves the  reasons  of  unreserved  submission. 
Can  we  discern  by  faith  and  be  confirmed  by 
our  understandino;',  that  rio:hteou£ncss  and 
judgment  are  the  habitation  of  his  throne? 
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We  cheerfully  reconcile  our  hearts  to  the  con- 
trol of  events,  according  to  the  councils  of 
his  will.  Herein  consisteth  the  ditference 
between  evangelical  resign g^tion,  and  blind 
submission  to  the  varying  contingencies  of 
chance  or  to  the  destinies  of  a  merciless  fate. 
We  oftea  reconcile  ourselves  to  events, 
without  tracing  to  its  source,  that  holy  agen- 
cy through  which  they  are  brought  to  pass.—- 
We  learn  to  bear,  with  unmurmuring  brave- 
ry, the  chastisements  of  providence,  while  we 
neither  reverence  nor  discern  the  Sovereign 
band,  that  brings  them  upon  us.  Men  of 
distinguished  talents  may  be  veiled  from  a 
view  of  the  fountain  and  admire  its  remotest 
streams,  not  knowing  whence  they  flow. — 
Their  bosoms  are  alive  with  the  emotions  of 
gratitude,  under  the  reception  of  providential 
bounties.  They  bless  that  spot  of  earth  which 
rewards  their  toil  with  a  luxurious  harvest. 
They  look  with  a  thankful  smile,  upon  that 
vine  whose  clusters  have  cheered  their  hearts. 
They  acknowledge,  with  frankness,  the  be- 
nefactions of  their  fellow  crePttures,  while  God 
is  not  in  their  thoughts.  Thus,  is  it  not  a 
solitary  mystery,  that  we  can  endure  bereave- 
ment, and  submit  ourselves  to  the  unavoida- 
ble ills  and  disappointments  of  life,  while  the 
governor  of  the  universe  has  no  place,  in  our 
acknowledgments?  Our  claims  to  resignation 
are  insupportable  and  vain,  unless  we  have 
been  favoured  with  the  experience  of  holy  af- 
fections and  celestial  attachments.     The  gi- 
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ants  of  carnal  enmity,  may  be  compelled  to 
suspend  their  visible  struggles,  by  superior 
physical  power,  yea,  they  may  submit  to  the 
power  of  God's  might,  when  the  crimson 
iiames  of  wrath  incessantly  flash  from  their 
eyes.  It  is  written,  his  enemies  shall  submit, 
and  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  demons  of 
darkness  shall  discern  the  justice  of  God, 
while  it  is  utterly  impossible,  that  they  should 
ever  feel  the  feeblest  emotions  of  Divine  love. 
A  cold  assent  to  the  rectitude  of  heaven  and 
the  propriety  of  providential  dealings,  would 
furnish  a  very  uncertain  criterion  of  a  recon- 
ciled and  sanctified  spirit.  We  often  feel  a 
composure  under  the  adverse  and  calamitous 
events  of  life.  Reason  and  pride  reject,  with 
scorn,  the  habit  of  murmuring  as  a  degrading 
weakness;  and  yet  the  charms  of  heaven  are 
not  so  highly  appreciated  as  the  museum  that 
is  peopled  with  wax-work  figures  and  gaudy 
paintings. 

The  illuminations  of  grace  present  us  with 
scenes  entirely  new,  and  such  views  of  the 
Divinity  and  his  works,  as  suffuse  the  heart 
with  the  sacred  influences  of  love.  The  soul 
thus  affected,  is  strengthened  in  its  energies, 
and  its  powers  are  appropriated  to  purposes, 
fruitful  of  delight  and  edification.  It  rever- 
ences the  controller  of  events  and  gathers  the 
peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness,  as  it  jour- 
neys through  the  path  of  sorrow.  Its  aflec- 
tions  suiier  no  lanouishment  from  the  chas- 
tiscmcnt  it  is  doomed  to  feel.     Bereaveracni 
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and  grief  are  but  the  frowning  tempest,  that 
quicken  the  motion  of  the  mighty  passenger, 
creating  pain  and  terror  in  his  breast,  which 
prepare  him  to  welcome  with  greater  joy,  the 
effulgence  of  morning,  and  greet  with  purer 
raptures  the  moorings  of  the  harbour. 

The  designs  of  God,  in  many  events,  are 
veiled  from  view  and  inscrutable  to  the  most 
laborious  researches  of  man.  The  combined 
energies  of  reason  and  faith  are  incompetent 
to  explore  the  ends  he  intends  to  effectuate, 
by  his  holy  providences.  Many  scenes,  dark 
and  forbidding,  usher  in  upon  us  benefits  and 
blessings,  which  the  most  vigilant  hope  had 
never  apprehended.  Other  scenes  there  are, 
which  wear  a  propitious  countenance,  and 
seem  loudly  to  nominate  the  advantages,  they 
are  intended  to  produce ;  but  in  the  twinkhng 
of  an  eye,  they  are  swept  away  by  the  floods 
of  adversity.  There  are  not  a  few  things,  in 
Divine  providence,  that  are  of  doubtful  ten- 
dency in  human  calculation.  Resignation  is 
exalted  and  o^lorious  in  convevino^  the  soul  to 
the  arms  of  Jehovah  ;  entrusts  its  concerns  to 
the  counsels  of  infinite  wisdom  and  goodness. 
Were  some  particular  temporal  good  imme- 
diately brought  about,  by  every  afflictive  vi- 
sitation, the  temples  of  submission  w  ould  be 
filled  with  the  smoke  of  incense,  offered  by 
the  hands  of  selfishness  and  depravity.  The 
world  are  in  a  habit  of  purchasing  their  plea- 
sures by  fatigue  and  hazard.  Thus  in  con- 
formity with  oar   natural   propensities,   we 


48         SENTIMENTS  ON  RESIGNATION. 

should  cheerfully  siibmit  to  a  chastisetrent, 
that  is  the  price  and  purchase  of  an  overba- 
Jancing  favour.  The  wearied  beggar  would 
never  hesitate  to  presenthis  naked  limbs  to  the 
storm,  would  it  procure  for  him  a  ^eslUIe  of 
purple  and  fine  liiion  and  a  corresponding  style 
of  magnificence.  The  mother  would  feel  but 
a  inouK'nttTrv  agony,  in  having  her  infant  torn 
from  htr  bosocj  hy  tlie  hand  of  death,  were 
sheo8sur(<i  that  the  cares  and  ills  of  life  vrould 
thereby  be  dii.:tirti>hed,an-l  her  pleasures  en- 
hanced. The  soldier  would  scarcely  sigh  on 
leaving  his  linsbs  in  the  field  of  battle,  were 
the  event  to  procure  a  crovvU  for  his  head. 

Alive  to  the  sentiments  of  Divine  rectitude  ; 
believing  in  the  unerring  wisdom  of  God;  the 
subject  of  grace  is  reconciled  to  di«pensa- 
tions,  that  betoken  no  temporal  benefit,  but 
even  forbid  the  adventurous  conjectures  of 
hope.  Is  he  a  parent?  he  may  be  deprived 
of  an  only  child,  upon  whose  filial  benignity 
he  had  looked  to  sooth  the  pangs  cf  age  and 
to  aid  his  tottering  steps,  through  the  path  of 
infirmity  to  the  grave.  The  daughter  is  often 
doomed  to  on  orphan  condition,  in  those  ten- 
der years  when  virtue  solicits  the  proiccticn 
of  n^aternal  vigilance,  and  innocence  pleads 
for  that  salutary  counsel  which  but  seldom 
falls  from  the  lips  of  a  stranger.  When  the 
reasons  of  her  calamity  are  wrapped  in  mys- 
terv,  and  hope  is  lost  in  searching  for  bene- 
ficial effects,  resignation  leads  her  to  the  feet 
of  Jesus,  where  no  murmuring  sigh  escapes 
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her  bosom,  but  has  an  indubitable  belief  that 
the  Judo^e  of  the  earth  will  do  right. 

Ancient  piety  has  furnished  a  very  clear  il- 
lustration of  this  doctrine.  When  the  Patri- 
arch was  called  to  go  out  and  to  relinquish 
for  ever,  those  scenes  which  were  endeared  by 
fLirailiarity ;  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  a  toilsome  pilgrimage  were  unrevealed 
before  him,  but  believing  in  God  that  he  was 
good,  cheerfully  submitted  and  went  out  not 
knowing  whither  he  went.  The  scene  on  Mo- 
riah,  must  have  rendered  impracticable  the 
anticipation  of  particular  good.  The  designs 
of  God  were  secreted  from  the  researches  of 
the  illustrious  saint.  Presumption  itself  could 
not  have  hoped  that  a  son,  or  a  band  of  sons, 
would  arise  from  the  ashes  of  Isaac,  or  that 
the  advent  of  the  Messiah  would  be  hastened 
or  rendered  more  certain,  by  the  extinction  of 
that  seed,  from  which  the  promise  had  an- 
nounced his  descent.  While  surrounded  with 
clouds  and  darkness,  he  lifts  his  eyes  to  heav- 
en and  submits  to  the  will  of  God.  Had  Ja- 
cob discerned  that  chain  of  glorious  events, 
which  was  connected  with  the  removal  of  the 
object  of  his  doating  aifection,  resignation 
|\  would  scarcely  have  been  denominated  a  vir- 
tue. Far  from  this,  he  bows  at  the  feet  of 
Jehovah,  while  the  tears  of  sorrow  were 
streaming  from  his  eyes  and  his  heart  throb- 
bing with  anguish ;  and  while  no  prospects  of 
benefit  suppressed  the  fear,  that  his  grey  hairs 
would  be  brought  with  sorrow  to  the  grave. 
E 
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It  was  among  the  counsels  of  heaven  to 
vinJicate  its  laws  edifying  the  church ;  and 
also  to  purify  the  heart  and  enlarge  the  un- 
derstanding of  Job,  by  those  unparalleled  af- 
lilctions,  which  he  was  called  to  experience. 
When  he  adopted  the  language  of  resigna- 
tion, exclaiming  the  Lord  gave  and  the  Lord 
laketh  away,  and  blessed  be  the  name  of  the 
Lord,  he  knew  not  that  Zion  was  to  receive 
any  additional  rays  of  glory  from  those  griev- 
ous visitations,  or  that  his  own  knowledge 
would  be  increased,  his  views  corrected,  and 
that  it  should  be  said  for  ever,  that  God  bless- 
ed the  latter  end  of  Job  more  than  the  be- 
ginning. 

Thus  genuine  resignation  maintains  its  in- 
fluence over  the  heart  and  will,  while  the  be- 
nefits of  bereavement  and  grievous  calamity 
are  hidden,  in  the  impenetrable  and  pathless 
fields  of  futurity ;  and  it  is  left  to  the  toils  of 
faith  to  assure  us,  that  all  things  shall  work 
together  for  the  good  of  the  tranquil  sons  and 
daughters  of  hunnlity,  redounding  also  to  the 
high  praises  of  Jehovah. 

it  is  the  current  opinion  of  the  world,  that 
notorious  criminality  alone,  is  justly  exposed 
to  peculiar  afflictions.  The  judicial  visitation 
that  arrested  the  enormous  guilt,  in  the  camp 
of  Israel,  and  the  labours  of  the  destroying 
angel,  at  the  tower  of  Siloam,  are  clearly  ac- 
countable. When  the  viper  had  leaped  from 
the  fire,  and  fastened  itself  upon  the  hand  of 
Paul,  the  barbarians  accounted  for  the  event, 
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conjecturing  that  his  abomination  had  been 
so  great,  that  divine  vengeance  would  suffer 
him  no  longer  to  live.     Thus  we  are  less  per- 
plexed, in  vindicating  the  wavs  of  providence 
to  others,  than  to  ourselves.    We  discern  their 
guilt,  in  magnified  forms,  and  reject  the  per- 
suasion that  our  own  lives  contain  iniquities 
of  sufficient  magnitude  to  forfeit  our  claims  to 
Divine  benignity,  and  expose  us  to  a  series 
of  afflictive  event*.     Hence  so  many  of  the 
children  of  calamity  are  found  uho  suspend 
submission,  enquirijig  what  evi!  have  we  done 
that  we  should  thus  be  doomed  to  the  sever- 
est chastisements?    Deeply  impressed  on  my 
memory,  is  a  scene  which  excited  both  pity 
and  astonish'iient.     A  man,  whose  character 
was  composed  of  injustice,  lewdness,  intem- 
prrr.nce,  profanity  and  daring  blasphemy,  had 
detected  a  child  in  the  habits  of  talsehood. — 
He  lectured  him  in  the  following  manner : 
*'  My  son,  lying  is  a  sin  of  scarlet  colour  and 
crin^son  dye.     Of  this  you  have  been  wilful- 
ly guilty.      You  have  planted  the  blush  of 
«haaie  on  the  face  of  your  connexions ;  you 
have  polluted  your  reputation,  by  your  own 
unhallowed  lips;  you  have  robbed  me  of  the 
pleasure,  which  J  once  felt,  in  calling  you  my 
son.      You  have  forfeited  the  confidence  of 
man,  and  exposed  yourself  to  that  suspicion, 
whose  scornful  looks  are  like  poisoned  arrows 
in  the  heart.     O  my  son,  my  soul  trembles 
for  you,  lest  the  Arbiter  of  heaven  arise,  in 
his  wrath,  and  consign  you  to  everlasting  pun- 
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ishment."    Our  aptness  to  discern  the  iniqui- 
ty of  others,  and  the  ignorance  that  veils  from 
view,  the  true  complexion  of  our  own  hearts, 
both  serve  to  facilitate  evasions  from  the  pow- 
er of  solemn  truth.     It  is  said  that  but  few 
shall  be  sAved.     With  little  difficulty,  in  our 
own  conceptions,  we  procure  a  ])lace  in  com- 
pany with  that  precious  few.     We  look  back 
into  antiquity;  we  survey  the  countless  tribes 
that  lived  before  the  flood,  whose  daring  trans- 
gressions provoked  the  wrath  of  heaven ;  we 
bring  into  view  the  armies  of  Israel,  who  des- 
pised the  Oracles  of  God,  who  sinned  at  the 
foot  of  Sinah ;  we  unite,  with  ease,  the  unbe- 
lieving Jews,  who  killed  the  Prophets  and 
poured  their  vengeance  upon  the  head  of  the 
Kedeemer.     Again  we  turn  to  the  debauched 
armies  that  ravaged  the  world,  and  to  those 
Heathen  nations  who  have  swarmed  around 
their  idols,  mingling  the  blood  of  infants  with 
their  sacrifices.     We  ruminate  the  fields  of 
later  guilt,    and   there  discern,   in  immense 
groups,  the  riotous,  the  blasphemous,  the  op- 
pressive, the  intemperate  and  prostitute ;  and 
in  comparison  with  all  these,  we  denominate 
ourselves  beings  of  a  superior  order.     They 
have  rendered  themselves  obnoxious  to  the 
Divine  displeasure.    They  have  thronged  the 
broad  road  that  leads  to  ruin,  and  left  room 
for  us  to  travel  that  narrow  path,  that  leads 
to  the  gates  of  salvation.     This  is  our  securi- 
ty, in  a  state  of  darkness  and  self-deception. 
But  hark!  the  Almighty  hath  said,  except  ye 
repent,  ye  shall  all  likewise  perish. 
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Far  different  are  the  views  and  feelings  of 
the  children  of  resignation.  In  looking  upon 
the  world,  they  dare  not,  they  cannot  enter- 
tain the  belief,  that  they  are  formed  of  purer 
dust,  than  their  fellow  creatures.  Under  the 
illuminating  influences  of  the  spirit,  they  dis- 
cover their  turpitude,  their  rising  corruptions, 
their  moral  and  spiritual  distempers,  together 
with  the  plague  that  broods  upon  their  hearts. 
They  reject,  as  a  presumptuous  effort  of  self- 
justification,  the  enquiry,  what  have  we  done 
that  we  are  thus  pointed  out  as  marks  for  thg 
arrows  of  calamity?  From  the  humblest  at- 
titude of  submission,  they  recognize  the  recti- 
tude of  divine  providence.  Those  sins  which 
they  are  able  to  recollect,  and  the  thousands 
which  are  now  lost  to  the  scrutinous  toils  of 
reflection,  excite  their  astonishment  that  their 
afflictions  are  so  few  and  light,  that  they  are 
chastised  with  the  rod  of  lenity,  instead  of  a 
cluster  of  scorpions.  When  feeling  and  for- 
titude are  in  conflict,  their  celestial  guardian 
gives  triumph  to  fortitude,  and  to  feeling  that 
tender  melancholy  that  awakens  the  precious 
sentiments  of  immortality. 

Pain  is  considered  as  the  grand  preventive 
of  enjoyment.  The  blessings  of  peace  vanish 
away  under  the  fatal  influence  of  its  relent- 
less sceptre.  Endeavors  to  escape  from  its  em- 
pire are  prompted  by  nature,  and  rendered 
laudable  when  exerted  in  conformity  to  the 
dictates  of  our  holy  religion.  Error,  howev- 
er, and  that  of  the  most  dangerous  kind;  is  em- 
e2 
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braced  in  our  earnest  attempts  to  avoid  mise- 
ry. At  the  present  day,  and  even  in  the 
christian  world,  many  are  found  repairing  to 
the  temples  of  stoic  philosophy,  to  imbibe 
the  petrifying  incense,  from  its  brazen  censer. 
Do  they  learn  to  visit,  with  indifference,  the 
chambers  of  distressed  humanity,  or  to  tread 
the  thorny  path  of  affliction,  without  a  groan 
or  even  the  spasm  of  a  nerve  ?  The  acquisi- 
tion i«  not  very  desirable,  since  it  must  destroy  a 
capacity  of  sympathetic  pleasure,  and  consign 
to  apathy  the  finest  sensibilities  of  the  heart. 
Could  we  take  from  the  tender  vine,  its  sus- 
ceptiblity  of  suffering,  by  the  chilling  frost, 
no  longer  would  it  smile  under  the  nutritious 
dews  of  the  raornino:,  or  flourish  under  the 
benign  salutation  of  the  sun.  Thus  it  is  pos- 
sible for  man  to  be  deluded  into  a  belief,  that 
he  is  resigned  to  the  Divine  will,  because  he 
can  endure,  without  very  painful  emotions,  the 
afflictive  dispensations  of  providence. 

It  may  be  the  condition  of  that  peculiar 
number  who  maintain  the  highest  claims  to 
piety,  chiding  with  indignity  the  tears  of  af- 
flicted sensibility,  converting  every  sigh  of 
sorrow  into  a  symptom  of  irreconciliation, 
they  enumerate  their  bereavements,  with  an 
inflated  prowess,  which  better  becomes  the 
soldier  than  the  christian  ;  and  announce  their 
consciousness  of  having  been  purified  in  the 
furnace  without  feeling  the  fire,  and  cheerfully 
submit  beforehand  to  pass  it  again,  that  the 
few  remaining  particles  of  dross  may  be  de- 
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stroked  and  leave  the  gold  seven  times  puri- 
fied. The  suspicion  that  such  men  have  more 
stoicism  than  religion,  caimot  easily  be  sup- 
pressed. For  what  are  chastisements  from 
the  hand  of  God,  when  they  neither  wound 
nor  grieve  the  spirit,  nor  cause  a  pang  of  sor- 
row to  the  heart?  Well  might  the  rebellious 
child  smile  beneath  the  rod,  were  his  body 
defended  with  a  coat  of  mail,  and  well  might 
he  anticipate  with  perfect  composure,  the  fre- 
quent lepctition  of  the  scene.  Our  feelings 
are  the  medium,  through  which  the  salutary 
influences  of  alHiction  are  convey^pd,  by  grace, 
to  the  soul.  Resignation,  therefore,  does  not 
require  the  extinction  of  our  tender  affections, 
but  preservesinviolateevery  nerve  of  sensation, 
not  forbidding  the  sorrows  of  the  heart  to  rise, 
but  soothing  them  gradually  into  a  hallowed 
rest  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  who  once  wept  and 
groaned  and  pleaded,  with  submission  to  God's 
will,  that  the  cup  might  pass  from  him. 

The  beneficial  effects  of  calamity  depend 
upon  our  realizing  that,  for  the  present,  they 
are  painful  and  grievous.  This  evidently  tends 
to  contrition  of  heart,  to  a  humble  and  thor- 
ough repentance,  gives  frequency  to  our  in- 
tercessions, and,  by  evincing  our  frailty,  ex- 
cites in  our  bosoms,  the  sentiments  of  divinity. 
Yet  we  all  strive  to  suppress  those  wounded 
aHections,  which  promise,  through  grace,  our 
edification.  Are  we  afflicted?  We  pursuade 
ourselves  to  believe  it  requisite  to  wear  off  the 
impressions  of  chastisement.     For  this  pur- 
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jjose  we  recur  to  the  vanitiei';  of  the  world  and 
to  its  most  gaudy  sceues,  with  this  plausible 
reason,  that  sorrow  may  not  brood  on  the 
springs  of  life,  till  thej  are  exhausted,  and 
that  we  may  more  easily  submit  to  the  divine 
will.  We  often  suppose,  that  we  have  obtain- 
ed resignation,  when  we  have  only  stifled  our 
grief,  and  committed  our  bereavements  to 
forgetful n ess.  The  amusements  of  time  and 
the  necessary  concerns  of  life  speedily  erase 
the  impressions  of  grief  The  tranquil  feel- 
ings, which  are  then  experienced,  furnish  no 
substantial  evidence  of  pious  submission.  Re- 
signation inclines  her  possessors  to  bless  the 
Lord,  when  the  wounds  of  chastisement  are 
throbbing  with  anguish.  When  the  drops  of 
agony  were  rolling  from  the  l-osom  of  the  Re- 
deemer, he  submitted  to  the  will  of  the  Fa- 
ther. 

Personal  evil  assails  us  on  every  side,  through 
all  the  stages  of  life.  The  innocence  of  the 
cradle  groans  beneath  its  pressure,  and  both 
form  and  features  are  thrown  into  distortions, 
which  nothing  but  the  grave  will  remove. — 
Childhood  and  youth  have  eo  asylum  from  its 
dreadful  intrusions.  In  middle  age,  it  is  a  fre- 
quent and  irksome  visiter,  and  in  old  age,  it 
is  an  inseparable  companion.  Burdens  of  this 
denomination  are  alleviated  and  rendered 
supportable  by  resignation.  Deformity  is  a 
personal  evil,  whose  grievous  effects  can  be 
conceived  only  by  those  v/ho  are  doomed  to 
feel  them.     Do  ti^iey  journey  ?     The  gaze  of 
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wonder  is  upon  them,  curiosity  notes  them, 
as  subjects  of  sarcastic  conversation  in  those 
circles,  where  men  and  manners  are  discuss- 
ed with  unwearied  eloquence.  The  heights 
of  promotion  are  far  above  the  hope  of  aspi- 
ration, and  many  of  those  animating  objects, 
that  influence  others  to  noble  pursuits,  are 
beheld  with  despair.  They  are  capable  of 
friendly  attachments  ;  their  hearts  are  sus- 
ceptible of  the  mysterious  impressions  of  love ; 
they  are  ahve  to  the  endearments  of  connu- 
bial life,  which  are  painted  to  extravagance 
by  a  restless  imagination.  Beauty,  however, 
forbids  their  approach  and  deprives  them  of 
the  prospect  of  possessing  her  charms  ;  yea 
they  are  not  favoured  with  the  transient, 
trembling  pleasure  of  avowing  their  attach- 
ment. Thus  they  are  diivcn  into  solitude, 
from  whose  melancholy  cells,  they  view  those 
passing  scenes  of  the  world,  in  which  they  are 
denied  a  participation.  Resignation,  the  com- 
miserating guardian  of  her  votaries,  flies  to 
their  relief.  Solitary  devotion  and  a  train  of 
useful  thoughts  become  more  precious  than 
all  the  blessings  of  personal  elegance  and 
corporeal  energy.  Fame  and  fashion,  with 
parade  of  pomp  and  grandeur,  are  deemed 
but  vanity.  She  conveys  them  to  the  impar- 
tial Jesus,  whose  love  is  as  dear  to  the  heart 
of  the  maimed  beggar  as  to  kings  and  princes. 
They  look  up  to  that  holy  hand,  which  mak- 
eth  them  to  difler,  with  a  sustaining  faith,  that 
he  will  raise  them,  in    glorious  bodies,  from 
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the  dust ;  clothe  them  with  celestial  robes  ; 
give  them  an  entrance  into  the  mansions 
above,  to  live  and  love  forever,  with  the  great 
Bridegroom  of  the  church. 

A  small  number  of  the  hnman  race  are 
appointed  to  experience  that  personal  evil, 
which  consisteth  in  the  loss  of  sight.  The 
pleasures  of  vision  are  so  exquisite  and  pre- 
cious, and  perpetual  darkness  so  dreadful,  that 
the  world  wonders  from  what  sources  we  de- 
rive our  comfort,  and  what  causes  procure 
our  tranquility.  Religion  is  never  at  a  loss 
in  furnishing  ontcrtainmenls  for  its  true  dis- 
ciples. Its  treasui  es  are  for  ever  open  to  the 
access  of  suppliant  souls.  Many  of  the  dis- 
tracting objects  and  ensnaring  allurements  of 
the  world  are  hidden  in  that  darkness,  by 
which  we  are  surrounded,  and  leave  us  the 
privilege  of  attending  to  momentuous  con- 
ceres,  with  a  n:cre  icviolate  assiduity.  The 
perspectives  of  nature  and  her  objects  are 
delio-htful  :  this  delioht,  however,  is  ndt  ex- 
tinguished  by  the  blindness  of  the  natural  eye. 
The  traveller  often  receives  the  greatest  plea- 
sure from  his  tour,  after  he  has  returned  to 
the  bosom  of  his  family.  Memory  then  pre- 
sents him  with  a  portrait  of  the  scenes, 
through  vv'hich  he  has  passed.  The  wind- 
ings and  length  of  the  way  ;  the  objects  of 
art,  by  vvhich  it  v/as  adorned  ;  the  towering 
mountains  clothed  with  grandeur  ;  the  vallies, 
with  their  meandering  streams ;  forests,  in- 
terspersed vvith  vineyards  ;  all  these,  in  beau- 
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tiful  colour  and  arrangement,  come  in  sweet 
memorial  upon  his  mind.  Scenes  of  public 
parade  are  a  kind  of  game,  which  magnani- 
mity having  once  seen,  will  never  repine, 
though  it  be  allowed  to  see  them  no  more. 
The  smiles  of  affection  are  transfused  from 
heart  to  heart.  A  benignant  look  and  those 
pleasing  airs,  that  betoken  attachment,  con- 
vey, with  electric  speed,  a  cheering  influ- 
ence through  the  circle  of  friendly  association. 
Deprived  of  these,  there  is  a  kind  of  recom- 
pence  for  the  heart,  that  is  calm  and  i^sign- 
ed.  The  voice  of  a  friend  salutes  our  ears, 
like  the  music  that  wakes  us  from  sleep,  in 
the  silence  of  night.  Our  repose,  in  the  sea- 
son of  retirement,  suffers  no  molestation  from 
our  bereavement  ;  our  dreams  are  more  rare- 
ly terrific,  and  more  frequently  pure  and  de- 
lightful. They  draw  around  us  the  scenery  of 
nature  in  true  colours  ;  and  we  often  find  our- 
selves in  a  train  of  agreeable  thoughts,  sup- 
plicating the  throne  of  grace,  with  all  the 
fervours  of  hope.  It  is  probable,  however, 
that  a  murmuring  spirit  could  never  experi- 
ence this  delightful  repose.  By  the  loss  of 
sight  we  are  deprived  of  many  transient  plea- 
sures, and  the  sphere  of  usefulness  is  greatly 
diminished.  We  are  driven  into  a  retirement, 
that  is  gloomy  to  our  first  approach.  Resig- 
nation, however,  renders  it  comfortable,  dis- 
pels its  horrors,  and  removes  the  irksomeness 
of  time.  There  the  heart  cherishes  the  finest 
feelings,  and  awakens  in  itself  the  purest  sen-^ 
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timents  of  devotion.  Things  cf  a  spiritual 
nature,  the  momentous  realities  of  eternity 
furnish  the  mind  with  a  noble  and  salutary 
employment.  Our  hopes  and  faith  transfer 
us  to  that  period,  when  darkness  shall  die, 
and  the  light  of  Divine  knowledge  shall  no 
longer  sport  in  troubled  clay. 

Sickness  and  corporeal  distress  do  not  com- 
monly suspend  the  exercises  of  the  heart  and 
will.  The  importance  and  efficacy  of  prayer 
are  readily  acknowledged,  by  the  subjects  of 
pain  and  languishment.  The  sons  of  pride 
discover,  with  trembling,  the  vanity  of  their 
own  strength.  Disease,  at  once,  darkens  and 
changes  their  prospects,  and  places  the  riches 
and  grandeur  of  the  world  on  the  list  of  fleet- 
ing phantoms.  Their  refuges  are  swept  away, 
and  they  recoil  from  the  unknown  scenes  of 
futurity.  They  call  upon  aged  piety  to  plead 
for  their  relief,  and  they  ask  an  interest  in  the 
public  prayers  of  the  saints.  The  sick  bed 
devotions  of  the  resigned  are  not  the  fruit  of 
fear  and  distressing  apprehensions  ;  they  are 
suggested  by  grace,  oiftred  in  faith,  and  cause 
the  soul  to  triumph,  when  the  flesh  is  weak, 
and  the  heart  fails.  At  intervals,  Divine  light 
and  love  overwhelm  the  pains  and  languors 
of  disease,  and  furnish  a  delight,  that  sur- 
passes description.  Realizing  the  rectitude 
of  heaven,  they  endure,  with  patience,  what- 
ever is  providentially  brought  upon  them. 
Every  rising  murmer  is  repelled  by  the 
thought,  that  their  sufferings,  when  compared 
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with  the  sufferings  of  Christ,  are  no  more 
than  the  mist  on, a  plant  to  the  waters  of  an 
ocean.  The  grievous  arrest  from  the  enjoy- 
ment of  health,  is  regarded  as  a  chastisement, 
and  the  seasonable  admonition  of  a  benevo- 
lent father.  They  are  solicitous  to  devote  a 
reprieved  life  to  the  service  of  their  great  ben- 
efactor, to  have  their  hearts  alive  with  grati- 
tude, and  their  lips  obedient  to  the  claims  of 
Divine  goodness.  Thus  they  arise  from  the 
beds  of  sickness,  to  brighter  views  of  heaven 
and  an  increased  purity  of  life. 

Poverty  not  only  dooms  its  subjects  to  the 
paths  of  obscurity,  but  also  makes  them  expe- 
rience bitter  sufferings  of  body  and  mind.  The 
parent  is  shivering  over  the  feeble  blaze  of  the 
faggot,  or  a  few  expiring  embers.  She  deals 
out  in  small  portions,  the  earnings  of  the  day 
to  her  pleading  offspring,  but  hears  them  ex- 
claim in  sobbing  accents,  we  have  not  enough! 
This,  with  other  incidents  peculiar  to  pover- 
ty, is  hard  and  trying  to  parental  tenderness. 
Being  resigned,  however,  to  the  Divine  will, 
and  having  a  conscience  void  of  the  guilt  of 
sloth,  they  submit  themselves  unto  the  care  of 
God,  who  feedeth  the  ravens  when  they  cry. 
Their  cottages  resound  with  the  voice  of  pray- 
ers at  that  morning  hour,  when  nothing  but 
the  breath  of  slumber  is  heard  in  the  man- 
sions of  the  rich  and  great.  From  the  toils  of 
industry  they  receive  at  noon  the  penurious 
portion  of  Divine  bounty,  with  joy  and  grati- 
tude ;  having  acknowledged  the  preserving 
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goodness  of  their  heavenly  fjither,  while  thou- 
sands in  splendid  life  are  riotino-  at  the  tables 
of  affluence,  without  or?e  grateful  impression 
on  their  hearts.  Destitute,  here  on  earth,they 
search  for  food,  that  can  never  perish,  and  for 
raiment,  that  will  never  fade.  By  faith  they 
taste  of  clusters,  that  are  brought  from  Ca- 
naan, and  aspire  after  the  riches  of  the  love 
and  knowledge  of  the  Redeemer. 

In  mourning  the  loss  of  friends,  the  exerci- 
ses of  resignation  are  clear  and  distinguishing. 
We  behold,  with  heartrending  grief  the  ra- 
vages of  death  upon  our  connexions.  The 
child,  with  its  attracting  charms  and  loveli- 
ness, languishes  and  expires  in  our  sight. — 
The  companion,  that  excited  the  first  pulse  of 
love  in  the  heart,  and  to  whom  we  have  un- 
folded the  secrets  of  the  soul,  is  torn  from  our 
arms  by  the  king  of  terrors.  The  social  friend 
and  benefactor  is  arrested  and  laid  in  the  cold 
chambers  of  the  grave.  Bereavements  like 
these,  are  painful  and  distressing  to  the  bo- 
som of  surviving  affection.  Alas!  there  is  la- 
mentation and  mourning  for  the  removal  of 
kindred  souls,  from  the  dove  that  mourns  on 
the  roof  of  the  tower,  to  the  incarnate  Divini- 
ty in  tears.  The  anxiety,  that  is  felt  concern- 
ing the  deceased  in  the  world  of  spirits,  is  a 
bitter  ingredient,  that  Inrks  in  the  cup  of  af- 
fliction. This  is  taken  away  by  the  influences 
of  resignation,  and  the  soul  is  enabled  to  com- 
mit its  dearest  objects  to  the  disposal  of  Divine 
pleasure,  and  to  re['Ose  a  willing  confidence 
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in  the  dealings  of  that  God,  whose  throne  h 
for  ever  spotless,  and  whose  counsel  shall 
stand,  it  is  natural  to  humanity  to  regret  the 
loss  of  endearing  objects,  as  it  deprives  us  of 
the  benefits  and  entertainments,  that  are  de- 
rived from  them.  This  regret  loses  its  poig- 
nancy by  the  first  act  of  reconciliation,  and  the 
heart  is  left  to  the  meltino;  sentiments  of  orat- 
itude,  that  we  are  allowed  to  enjoy,  so  long, 
such  precious  and  enamouring  objects.  Those 
who  are  possessed  of  afroward  and  murmur- 
ing spirit,  refuse  to  receive  any  useful  and  sal- 
utary instructions  from  the  volumes  of  nature 
and  inspiration,  and  they  can  derive  no  very 
lasting  advantage  from  affliction.  The  loss  of 
friends  suspends  their  worldly  schemes.  They 
are  impressed  with  the  frailty  of  man,  with 
the  transitory  nature  of  earthly  joys.  Seri- 
ous thoughts  and  impressions  are  unavoida- 
ble, for  a  time,  but  their  continuance  is  short, 
and  they  aie  gone,  like  inscriptions  that  are 
made  on  the  sand.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
beasts  of  the  resigned  are  constantly  open 
to  the  recej.lioa  o(  useful  knowledge,  being 
disciplined  and  enlightened  by  the  gospel  of 
the  Kedeejner,  nature  with  all  her  objects, 
Divine  providence  with  all  its  events,  unite  in 
pouring  their  radiance  upon  their  souls.  Af- 
fliction impresses  upon  them  the  vanity  of  the 
world  and  the  precarious  tenure  of  mortal  life. 
They  are  weaned  from  the  world,  and  they 
strive  to  enter  into  that  rest,  which  remaineth 
for  the  people  of  God.   On  this  subject  resig- 
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nation  thus  writes  from  the  chamber  of  be- 
reavement. 

"  Sympathizing  friend, 
*'Much  violence  would  be  done  to  my  pre- 
sent propensities,  should  I  forbear  to  inform 
you  of  the  recent  exercises  of  my  heart.  You 
have  probably  heard,  that  by  the  holy  hand  of 
providence,  I  am  now  numbered,  with  the 
daughters  of  sorrow.  Alas  !  the  object,  that 
was  dearest  to  my  heart,  is  no  more.  The 
separation  was  distressing.  I  received  his 
cold  hand,  I  pressed  it  to  my  throbbing  bo- 
som! Its  pulse  faltered,  lingered,  and  failed 
for  ever.  I  witnessed  the  last  gasp  of  dissol- 
ving nature.  I  was  overwhelmed  with  an- 
guish ;  all  joy  was  darkened  ;  my  spirit  was 
restless,  and  raised  its  murmurs  against  the 
counsels  of  Heaven.  At  length,  the  signal 
night  arrived,  when  my  soul  was  tossed  with 
agony.  Delirium  began  to  throw  its  bewil- 
dering mist  around  me,  my  sins  arose  before 
me,  in  terrific  array.  I  seemed  to  swim  over 
an  immeasurable  abyss,  with  the  breath,  that 
held  me  up,  nearly  exhausted.  The  moment, 
in  which  I  was  rescued  from  these  distracting 
thoughts,  my  eyes  were  opened  to  a  discovery 
of  that  being,  against  whom  I  had  maintain- 
ed a  daring  warfare.  The  tear  of  contrition 
started.  1  prayed  and  resigned  myself  to  the 
great  Judge  of  the  earth.  1  fell  into  a  quiet 
slumber.  The  morning  returned  and  gave 
me  a  heart  sustaining  experience  of  sovereign 
grace.     The  world  and  all  its  objects  now 
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wear  an  aspect  entirely  new.     The  bitter  an- 
guish of  a  bereaved  heart   is   allayed,  and 
leaves  to  feeling  and  affection,  that  softened 
sorrow,  that  is  so  favorable  to  pious  thoughts, 
to  holy  exercises,  and  an  unspotted  life.     In- 
structions are    written    upon    every   passing 
scene  ;  they  address  the  heart,  and  are  trans- 
cribed into  the  tablet  of  the  mind.     J  often 
walk  on    that   ground,    where  the  deceased 
sleep.     The  cold  ashes  of  the  dead ;  the  little 
lines,  that  mark  the  grave  of  the  infant;  the 
stanzas,  that  speak  the  praise  of  aged  excel- 
lence ;  these  inspire   a    melancholy  delight, 
which  1  would  not  exchange  for  the  wholea- 
mountof  courtly  pleasure.  1  retire  again  to  my 
solitary  residence.     Devotion,  the  fair  daugh- 
ter of  the  skies,  pours  her  sacred  consolations 
into  my  bosom,  and  in  this  vale  of  tears  and 
trouble,  endears  the  love  of  life,  by  mingling 
with  it  the  hopes  of  a  blissful  immortality." 

Property  commands  our  early  attention,  and 
excites,  in  the  heart,  by  its  fascinating  glare, 
a  desire  of  possession.  We  find  it  requisite 
in  procuring  the  conveniences  and  good  things 
of  life,  and  deem  it  indispensable  in  ascend- 
ing the  path  of  splendour  and  secular  great- 
ness. We  view  it  as  a  defence  against  the 
encroachments  of  care  and  trouble,  and  as  a 
refuge  of  safety  at  home  and  abroad,  and  as  a 
shining  mantle,  that  covers  the  nakedness  of 
the  soul.  This  attachment  to  wealth  is  cher- 
ished by  the  personal  benefits  it  affords,  and 
is  inflamed  into  unbounded  lust  by  the  opin- 
f2 
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ion  and  example  of  others,  who  believe  it  to  be 
the  pearl  of  price,  and  spare  no  toil  of  body 
or  mind,  in  its  acquisition. 

Considering  the  strength  and  prevalence  of 
the  love  of  property,  and  our  constant  expo- 
sure to, be  forced  from  its  enjoyment,  by  a 
variety  of  events  that  could  not  be  anticipated 
in  the  wisest  calculation,  by  the  intrigues  of 
artifice  and  envy,  by  the  want  of  prudential 
care  in  ourselves,  and  by  the  immediate  judg- 
ments of  Heaven,  it  is  evident  that  the  unre- 
signed  are  in  jeopardy  concerning  their  char- 
acter and  eternal  interest.  In  descending 
from  the  height  of  opulence  to  the  paths  of 
want,  magnanimity  and  resignation  are  as 
needful  as  a  holy  life  to  the  enjoyment  of  God. 
This  change  of  condition,  while  the  heart  is 
not  reconciled,  is  accompanied,  with  a  bitter 
regret  and  torturing  chagrin.  It  either  de- 
presses their  spirits,  producing  a  fatiil  languor 
or  rouses,  to  lawless  energy,  the  powers  of 
invention.  The  honest  earnings  of  industry 
are  rejected  as  sporting  atoms,  and  a  state  of 
wealth  and  magnificence  must  be  regained  by 
the  daring  hand  of  injustice,  that  graj^ps  at 
the  bread  of  the  widow  and  the  raimeot  of  the 
orphan,  and  encompasses  by  artifice,  the  trea- 
sures of  the  rich  and  faithful  labourer. 

The  love  of  hazard  also  is  a  common  com- 
panion of  mortified  and  despairing  pride;  and 
irreconciliation  under  the  loss  of  property,  dis- 
daining the  government  of  Heaven,  repairs  to 
the  chances  of  game,  to  become  reinstated  in 
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splendour  by  the  midnight,  but  fashionable 
robbery  of  others.  Do  we  force  from  the  un- 
tutored child  a  part  of  its  pleasing  toys!  With 
angry  and  revengefiil  gestures,  it  will  thrust 
the  remainder  to  «tlie  ground.  This  disposi- 
tion is  not  always  removed  by  the  combined 
influence  of  age,  discipline  and  civil  refine- 
ment. The  jewel  has  been  committed  to  the 
flames  in  that  frenzied  moment,  when  our  pro- 
perty and  equipage  are  taken  by  the  hand  of 
authority,  to  answer  a  just  dem.and.  Thus, 
when  bereaved  of  the  world,  the  unresio-ned 
are  liable  from  passion  and  revenge  against 
the  destinies  of  providence,  to  sacrifice  in  wil- 
fulness the  love  of  virtue;  to  trample  their 
own  characters  in  the  dust;  to  commit  chas- 
tity itself  to  the  altar  of  prostitution  ;  and  sink 
into  intemperance  and  licentiousness,  whence 
they  arise  no  more.  Allowing  that  these  are 
rare  and  extreme  cases,  yet  those  who  have 
more  firmness  and  fortitude,  but  no  resigna- 
tion, are  doomed  by  their  losses  to  consequen- 
ces unhappy  and  dreadful.  They  are  oppress- 
ed by  an  anxiety  that  poisons  enjoyment;  that 
discolours,  inverts  and  confounds  the  objects 
around  them.  They  are  deprived  of  that  qui- 
etude and  peace  of  mind,  so  necessary  to  the 
improvement  of  talents  and  the  cultivation  of 
the  amiable  and  social  virtues.  It  sours  the 
mind,  defiles  the  taste,  creating  a  peevish 
and  murmuring  disposition. 

In  the  eye  of  religious  appreciation,  proper- 
ty is  considered  as  a  loan  of  bounty,  conven- 
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ient  and  necessary,  enlarging  the  sphere  of 
usefulness  and  heightening  our  responsibility. 
It  is  a  mere  temporal  blessing,  and  not  ex- 
empt from  sorrowful  inlhience  in  a  dying 
hour.  Peradventure  our  riches  may  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  hands  of  our  inveterate  enemies, 
and  consumed  in  the  revel  and  riot  of  those 
who  would  deliofht  to  disturb  the  dust  of  our 
grave.  Do  w^e  call  upon  great  possessions  at 
the  close  of  life?  they  cannot  alleviate  the 
pangs  of  dissolution  ;  they  cannot  remove  the 
dread  of  death,  nor  purchase  a  happy  passage 
through  its  dreary  vailey.  A  single  ray  of 
faith  is  better  than  all  the  glimmering  of  an 
earthly  treasure  ;  a  drop  of  atoning  blood  is 
of  more  worth  than  the  possession  of  worlds. 
These  thoughts  upon  riches  have  frequent  ac- 
cess to  the  resigned  heart.  Uninterrupted 
prosperity  enfeebles  and  extinguishes  the  hu- 
miliating and  salutary  sentiments  of  depen- 
dence. The  loss  of  property  administers  a 
chastisement  upon  our  pride  and  self-sufficien- 
cy, and  restores  us  to  the  feelings  of  gratitude 
and  the  useful  impressioos  of  our  dependen- 
cy. No  spectacle  can  exhibit  more  greatness 
of  soul,  than  a  son  of  resignation  descending 
from  the  heights  of  wealth  into  the  impover- 
ished walks  of  life;  bathing  every  step  in  the 
incense  of  devotion;  exclaiming,  it  is  gone, 
but  it  was  not  my  God;  invoking  the  virtues 
of  holy  life;  the  smiles  of  Jesus  transfusing 
their  benignity  into  his  heart  and  looks,  and 
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making  his  very  si^hs  betoken  a  noble  and 
iinrepining  mao-nanimity. 

The  diminution  of  our  treasures  by  provi- 
dential events,  may  be  overruled  to  our  great 
fidvantage.      We  may   be  excited  to  ajopro- 
priate  what  still   remains  to  benevolent  and 
useful  purposes.     Genius  also  may  be  roused 
from  the  slumbers  of  indolence,  and  bless  the 
world  with    its    luminous   labours.     We  are 
taught  that  happiness  does  not  arise  entirely 
from  external  and  fluctuating  objects,    that 
parade  and  plenty  are  not  always  the  surest 
indications  of  substantial   enjoyment.      Our 
attention  is  turned   within  ourselves,  and  we 
labour  to  store  the  mind  with  the  riches  that 
Heaven  delights  to  protect,   and   to  possess 
that  gold  which   is   liable  neither  to  dimness 
nor  to  change  and  which  is  equally  valuable, 
when  we  journey  or  when  we   repair   to  the 
calmer  scenes  of  solitude.     As  the  supports 
of  property  are  taken  away,  the  love  of  char- 
acter is  fervently  cherished,  and  we  find  in  an 
unspotted  life  that  protection  which  affluence 
could  never  afford.     When  our   secular  be- 
reavements are   brought  about  by  the  injus- 
tice and   intrigue  of  man,  true  submission  is 
not  at  a  loss'for   consoling  thoughts.     The 
evil  machinations  of  our  enemies  sometimes 
terminate  in  our  benefit.     Do  they  attack  us 
by  false  reports?  it   may  excite  our  caution 
against  committing  the  things  that  are  falsely 
alleged  against   us.     Slander  itself  may  be 
the  means  of  rendering  our   characters    in- 
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vulnerable  before  its  poisoned  arrows.  And 
are  we  empoverished  through  the  injustice  of 
others?  It  may  ultimately  serve  to  lessen  the 
number  of  our  temptations,  and  lead  us  to 
appreciate  a  righteous  life,  and  to  view  sin 
and  all  its  devices  with  increased  abhorrence 
and  detestation.  There  is  no  situation  amidst 
the  losses  of  the  world,  in  which  the  resigned 
soul  does  not  regard  the  obligations  of  duty, 
or  in  which  the  amiableness  of  the  Divine 
character  does  not  enoao^e  the  affections  of 
the  heart.  Jt  calmly  and  devoutly  adopts 
the  language  of  the  prophet,  '*  Although  the 
fig  tree  shall  not  blossom,  neither  shall  fruit 
be  in  the  vines,  the  labour  of  the  olive  shall 
fail,  and  the  fields  shall  yield  no  meat,  the 
flocks  shall  be  cut  off  from  the  fold,  and  there 
shall  be  no  herd  in  the  stall ;  yet  I  will  re- 
joice in  the  Lord,  I  will  joy  in  the  God  of  my 
salvation.'' 

Public  calamities  frequently  call  for  the 
exercise  of  resignation .  The  removal  of  good 
and  great  men  is  a  grievous  deprivation,  that 
draws  the  sigh  of  sorrow  fiom  the  bosom  of 
patriotism,  and  requires  her  to  sit  in  sackcloth 
and  ashes.  It  is  the  same  to  a  nation,  as  the 
loss  of  a  wise  and  faithful  parent  to  a  numer- 
ous and  depending  offspring.  Disposition 
and  talents  suited  to  the  high  spheres  of  offi- 
cial character  are  rarely  found. 

Many,  who  are  eminently  distinguished  for 
their  virtues  and  usefulness  in  the  more  pri- 
vate departments  of  action,  might  be  bewil- 
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dered  and  lost  m  stations  of  great  responsi- 
bility. Surrounded  with  dangers,  and  assailed 
by  alarming  events,  some  will  be  deserted  by 
their  wisdom,  by  their  foresiofht,  and  their 
strength,  and  be  resembled  by  the  pilot  who 
is  benuinbed  by  the  storm,  and  whose  voice  is 
confounded  in  the  tremors  of  utterance. 
There  are  others,  who  are  led  by  violent  zeal 
and  unwarranted  boldness.  They  rush  into 
hazard  and  disaster  as  the  horse  rusheth  into 
the  battle.  Thus  when  men,  who  are  prov- 
ed by  experience  to  be  good,  by  dangers  to 
be  great,  and  by  triumph  to  be  wise,  are  re- 
moved by  death,  the  heart  that  is  warmed 
with  a  spark  of  patriotic  fire,  must  be  deeply 
affected  with  grief  Resignation  here  points 
us  to  the  great  Ruler  of  the  earth  and  skies  ; 
receives  his  visitations  with  humility  and  con- 
trition, and  cheerfully  believes,  that  he  can 
mould  other  portions  of  clay  into  vessels  of 
equal  honour,  that  he  can  bless  at  his  plea- 
sure, through  the  instrumentahty  of  man,  or 
by  the  direct  and  more  immediate  agency  of 
his  holy  hand. 

It  is  often  alleged  that  there  is  no  connec- 
tion between  relio:ious  faith  and  a  rio^hteous 
and  salutary  administration  of  government. 
This  opinion,  however,  finds  no  warrant  in 
the  pages  of  sacred  or  profane  history.  When 
wicked  and  impious  men  are  advanced  into 
high  and  important  stations,  it  may  justly 
be  considered  a  divine  judgment  upon  pride 
and  civil  wickedness.     The  evils  to  be  ap- 
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prehended,  when  the  wicked  licar  rule,  are 
of  a  shocking  aspect.  Are  men  promoted 
by  the  deluded  confidence  of  others?  That 
confidence  becomes  a  medium  throuoh  which 
the  contagion  of  evil  principles  is  conveyed 
into  the  hearts  of  others.  Do  they  take  the 
reins  of  government  by  violence  ?  by  violence 
they  oppress  the  poor  ;  by  violence  they  tram- 
ple on  the  rights  of  man  ;  and  by  violence 
they  scatter  destruction  as  wide  as  the  cur- 
tains of  night,  and  ashi2:h  as  the  bowlings  of 
the  tempest.  How  can  the  heart  be  resigned 
to  calamities  of  this  description]  With  what 
pain  must  it  discern  monstrous  and.vain  spe- 
culations adopted  to  the  rejection  of  our  holy 
religion  ;  licentiousness  and  corruption  bear- 
ing down  before  them  every  moral  obliga- 
tion and  virtuous  principle  !  It  yields  to  the 
sustaining  persuasion,  that  the  Lord  reigneth; 
that  the  tyranny,  the  pride  and  wrath  of  man 
have  prescribed  bounds,  beyond  which  they 
can  never  pass  :  no,  not  even  to  break  the 
limbs  of  an  insect  or  to  disturb  the  nest  of  a 
sparrow.  Resignation  calls  from  her  celes- 
tial residence,  '*  niy  children,  enter  into  your 
chambers  and  shut  the  doors  about  you,  and 
wait  as  it  were  a  little  while,  until  the  indig- 
nation be  past." 

Drought  is  a  calamity,  to  which  we  are 
greatly  exposed.  We  depend  upon  the  fruits  of 
the  earth,  for  the  support  of  our  frail  bodies, for 
the  enlargement  of  our  treasures,  and  for  the 
specious   luxuries    of  life.     This  judgment, 
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therefore,  alarms  ourfeelings  and  extinguishes 
our  hopes.  Under  its  dreary  empire  nature 
is  divested  of  her  charms,  and  clothed  in  me- 
lancholy. The  husbandman  descends  the 
field  with  a  fainting  heart.  It  languishes  and 
mourns  before  him.  His  labours  are  given  to 
the  wind.  The  poor  are  driven  to  the  gate 
of  the  miser,  who  exclaims,  I  have  nothing  to 
spare,  in  order  to  give  plausibility  to  his  ex- 
tortion. The  cries  of  want  are  echoed  from 
vale  to  vale,  mingled  with  tones  of  distress 
from  the  flock  and  the  herd.  In  this  state  of 
things  the  pious  heart  struggles  against  the 
imperious  demands  of  appetite,  and  submits 
to  the  will  of  Heaven.  It  remembers  the  oil 
and  the  flour,  that  supplied,  without  diminu- 
tion the  wants  of  the  widow  and  the  prophet. 
It  considers,  that  a  little  received  with  thank- 
fulness, is  better  than  luxury  without  grati- 
tude. It  trusts  in  the  mercy  of  the  Lord,  and 
learns  righteousness  from  his  judgments.  It 
pleads  for  the  smiles  of  Heaven  to  return 
again  upon  the  fields,  to  cheer  the  drooping 
spirits  of  man;  and  forgets  not  to  solicit  the 
beams  of  that  sun  and  the  refreshing  of  that 
spirit,  which  call  into  being  the  plants  of  re- 
nown and  make  fruitful  the  vineyard  of  the 
Lord. 

The  feelings  of  humanity  and  the  reconci- 
liation of  the  saint  are  tried,  in  seasons  of  epi- 
demic disease  and  mortal  sickness.  With 
what  painful  and  timid  steps,  dees  sympathy 
patrol  the  gloomy  city.  The  feeble  glimmer- 
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ings  of  the  lamp,  where  friendship  holds  her 
anxious  vigils;  the  deep  and  solemn  groans 
of  the  dying;  the  shrieks  and  sighs  of  surviv- 
ing affection ;  the  labours  of  the  sexton,  heard 
from  the  receptacle  of  the  dead ;  the  destroy- 
ing angel,  passing  from  doortodoor;  houses 
of  joy  turned  into  cells  of  mourning;  all  these 
leave  upon  the  heart,  the  deep  impressions  of 
wo.  Resignation  bows  to  the  righteous  scep- 
ire  of  Heaven  ;  bewails  the  mortality  of  man, 
and  drops  a  tributary  tear  to  the  memory  of 
Jesus.  It  transfers  the  soul  to  a  better  world, 
whose  prospects  alleviate  temporal  sorrows, 
und  delight  the  eye  of  devout  meditation. 

The  most  pleasing  hopes  are  often  destroy- 
ed, by  unexpected  contingencies,  and  the 
most  propitious  prospects  are  cut  off,  and 
succeeded  by  painful  and  disheartening  vi- 
sions. Pleasures  and  blessings,  that  seem  to 
be  in  our  possession,  elude  our  taste  and  mock 
our  embraces.  Disappointments  of  various 
kinds  throng  the  path  of  mortal  life.  The 
evils  which  they  inflict,  are  grievous  to  the 
righteous,  and  both  grevious  and  danger- 
ous to  all  who  are  un  acquainted  with  gospel 
discipline  and  a  submissive  spirit.  The  heart 
of  the  youth  glows  with  the  fervours  of  ex- 
alted expectation.  He  portrays  a  picture  of 
life.  Its  shades  are  few ;  its  colours  vivid  and 
high.  Time  and  experience,  however,  prove 
his  fancy  fallacious  and  the  world  a  scene  of 
painful  vicissitude.  His  mind  is  soured  ;  the 
corruptions  of  his  heart  arise  against  the  di- 
vine government.     The  delightful  mystery  of 
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love  ;  the  soft  effusions  of  its  enthusiasm  ;  the 
combined  influence  of  hope  and  fear,  of  sus-^ 
picion  and  assurance,  v/ilh  all  that  is  dear  in 
anticipation,  may  be  turned  into  despair  by  a 
frown  or  the  cruel  voice  of  denial.  Those, 
who  are  in  this  predicament,  and  are  unac- 
quainted with  submission,  frequently  fall  a 
sacrifice  to  disappointment.  They  eithergivij 
themselves  to  penance  and  sorrow,  or  rush 
into  the  scenes  of  dissipation,  where  life  and 
love  vanish  away.  The  ambitious  are  liable 
to  disappointment ;  their  schemes  are  defeat- 
ed ;  their  labor  deranged  ;  they  become  envi- 
ous at  the  better  success  of  others  ;  they  con- 
tract a  morose  and  cynical  disposition  ;  and 
trample  alike  upon  the  good  of  society  and  the 
honor  of  Heaven.  Disappointed  and  deceiv- 
ed in  our  friends  ;  disappointed  in  the  attain- 
ment and  the  quality  of  the  objects  after 
which  we  aspire,  we  need  the  aid  of  Heaven 
and  the  influence  of  resignation,  in  order  to 
possess  our  souls  in  patience,  our  hearts  in 
purity,  and  our  consciences  in  peace. 

A  spirit  of  submission  entirely  changes  the 
effects  of  disappointment  on  our  hearts  and 
life.  Our  early  hopes  are  cut  off,  but  this 
serves  to  restrain  our  extravagant  calcula- 
tions, correct  our  views,  and  regulate  our 
judgment.  The  incompetent  nature  of  earth- 
ly objects  with  regard  to  our  happiness  in- 
clines us  to  seek  enjoyment  in  the  improve- 
ment of  the  mind,  the  exercises  of  the  heart, 
and  the  services  of  our  creator^     Should  all 
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our  wishes  be  gratified,  vain  as  we  are,  what 
multiplied  miseries  and  accumulated  wretch- 
edness would  surround  us.  Our  greatest  good 
frequently  lies  in  a  direction  entirely  opposite 
to  our  hopeful  researches  and  sanguine  pros- 
pects, and  the  greatest  evils  are  lurking  be- 
neath the  most  enchanting  appearances. — 
Disappointed  in  the  objects  of  youthful  aff'ec- 
tion ;  torn  from  the  delusive  dream  of  seraph- 
ic excellence  in  human  form,  our  sorrow  drives 
us  into  seclusion  for  a  time.  Being  resigned, 
however,  to  the  will  of  Heaven,  the  walks  of 
solitude  inspire  reverence  ;  the  energies  of 
the  soul  are  recruited ;  we  turn  from  mortal 
charms  to  the  beauties  of  Zion,  and  pursue 
again  our  course,  prepared  to  meet,  with  pi- 
ous fortitude,  the  allotments  of  Providence. 
When  the  schemes  of  ambition  fail  ;  when 
our  endeavors  after  riches,  fame  and  secular 
greatness  are  rendered  fruitless  ;  our  pride  is 
humbled  and  we  are  brought  to  feel  the  use- 
ful impressions  of  our  own  weakness.  Are 
we  disappointed  as  to  the  quality  and  blissful 
influence  of  attained  objects?  the  desires  af- 
ter glory  and  immortality  are  awakened  in 
our  bosoms.  Looking  back  upon  life,  many 
disappointments  are  known  to  have  resulted 
in  our  benefit,  and  there  are  none  whose  pla- 
ces might  have  been  filled  with  success,  with- 
out exciting  a  suspicion  that  the  present  hour 
might  have  been  loaded  with  greater  wretch- 
edness, than  we  now  experience.  Had  the 
niariacr  the  command  of  the  winds;  had  he 
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constant  and  cloudless  prospects  of  sun  and 
stars,  indolence  and  sloth  would  soon  scatter 
their  fatal  dust  upon  his  head,  while  the  sons 
of  resignation,  who  are  tossed  by  the  storm, 
driven  from  their  course,  experiencing  the  vi- 
cissitudes of  light  and  darkness,  safety  and 
danger,  would  arrive  at  their  haven  in  health 
and  vigour,  and  alive  with  the  raptures  of 
praise. 

Persecution  is  of  ancient  origin .  From  the 
death  of  Abel  to  modern  times,  it  has  labour- 
ed in  scenes  of  martyrdom,  rioting  on  the  cries 
of  righteous  blood.  Its  empire  is  described 
in  history,  and  its  terrors  are  delineated  in  the 
political  and  religious  declamations  of  the 
present  day,  followed  with  ascriptions  of 
praise,  that  its  terrible  triumphs  are  ended, 
Alas!  this  is  but  a  dream  concerning  what 
we  wish  might  come  to  pass.  Persecution 
still  remains  the  same  in  design,  and  the  same 
in  malignity.  It  has  merely  altered  its  mode 
of  ravage  and  its  destructive  weapons.  It  has 
exchanged  the  club  for  ridicule,  the  spear  for 
sophistry,  and  the  furnace  for  slander.  It  now 
spares  the  body  and  destroys  the  consolations 
of  the  heart;  it  cries  peace  to  the  passenger^ 
but  severs  the  anchor  of  the  soul.  It  does  no 
violence  to  chastity,  but  destroys  her  sacred 
asylum  and  her  only  delightful  residence.™ 
Ridicule  is  a  powerful  weapon,  in  a  warfare 
against  the  children  of  light.  The  natural 
man  can  bear  with  better  fortitude  the  chains 
of  a  prison  than  the  sidelook  sneer  of  enmity 
g2 
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and  the  mocking  finger  of  scorn.  Young  and 
timid  piety  is  greatly  disconcerted  and  per- 
plexed by  the  power  of  ridicule.  Those  of 
greater  strength  of  mind  and  faith,  are  often 
as  much  confused  by  pointed  laughter,  as 
though  they  had  received  a  warrant  from  the 
inquisition.  The  prayers  of  the  righteous  are 
held  in  derision  ;  their  faith  and  hopes  are 
denominated  the  mere  rhapsodies  of  imagina- 
tion. Under  these  trials,  resignation  furnish- 
es the  soul  with  an  opportunity  to  fortify  itself. 
It  leads  to  a  judicious  selection  of  companions v 
and  heightens  the  relish  for  the  interviews  of 
congenial  souls.  Satire  is  a  weapon  that  is 
employed  by  persecution,  and  is  more  dan- 
gerous and  harder  to  resist  than  vulgar  ridi- 
cule. It  discourages  serious  inquiry,  and 
vexes  the  household  of  faith;  it  poisons  its 
arrows  in  the  abuses  of  religion,  and  directs 
them  to  the  bosom  of  Christianity.  By  the 
voice  of  satire  we  are  called  upon  to  exhibit 
the  ensigns  of  distinction,  wrought  by  grace, 
to  favour  the  world  with  a  view  of  our  white 
raiments  and  unspotted  hands.  When  over- 
taken by  calamity,  we  are  invited  to  awake  our 
humble  Nazarene,  that  he  may  help  in  time  of 
trouble.  By  resigning  ourselves  to  the  Di- 
vine will,  we  are  enabled  to  suppress  a  spirit 
of  retaliation,  to  maintain  a  tranquility  of 
mind,  that  is  always  necessary  to  our  defence. 
We  patiently  endure  these  trials,  and  our  am- 
bition is  awakened  to  furnish  less  occasion  for 
sarcastic  remarks,  and  to  possess  the  spirit  of 
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him  who  endured  the  cross  and  despised  the 
shame,  for  the  glory  that  was  set  before  him. 

Slander  is  employed,  in  effectuating  the 
schemes  of  modern  persecution.  The  most 
promising  germs  of  genius  are  blasted  by  its 
breath;  the  garments  of  praise  are  aspersed 
by  its  venom,  and  the  visage  of  the  pure  in 
heart  is  snared  by  its  fiery  darts.  Without 
the  tranquil  fortitude,  which  resignation  in- 
spires, their  slanderous  attacks  irritate  our 
passions,  corrode  our  hearts  and  render  us  in- 
capable of  attending,  with  propriety  to  the 
duties  of  life.  Thus  our  progress  in  sacred 
science,  is  impeded;  piety  is  driven  into  se- 
clusion, and  religion  trembles  in  lifting  her 
head  before  a  persecuting  world.  Resignation 
conducts  us  to  a  refuge  where  the  Redeemer 
delights  to  appear,  and  endue  us  with  the  ar- 
mour of  God,  and  enable  us  to  triamph  over 
persecution,  and  to  resist  the  ridicule,  the  sa- 
tire, slander,  sophistry  and  violence  that  are 
exerted  against  Christianity  and  the  souls  of 
its  humble  votaries.  Oh!  persecution!  al- 
though thy  labours  be  unwearied,  and  thy 
schemes  dark  and  mischievous,  it  is  possible 
to  pass  through  thy  bloody  gates  to  everlast- 
ing glory.  It  is  possible  for  the  meek  and 
humble  objects  of  thy  vengeance  to  be  clothed 
in  robes,  that  are  washed  in  the  blood  of  the 
lamb,  while  thou  art  irrevocably  doomed  to 
chains  of  darkness  and  despair. 

Our  contemplations  upon  old  age  are  in- 
fused with  melancholy,  reverence  and  dread. 
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In  advanced  life,  the  energies  of  the  body  are 
enfeebled ;  the  exhilarating-  hopes  of  the  world 
are  faint,  the  senses  are  impaired,  and  the  re- 
lish for  pleasure  lost  in  languor.  The  active 
scenes  of  life  invite  the  approach  an<l  partici- 
pation of  the  aged  in  vain.  The  rigid  law  of 
infirmity,  gradually  dimini-shes  their  sphere  of 
action  and  reduces  it  to  a  circle  of  small  di- 
mensions in  domestic  retirement.  It  is  im- 
possible to  suppress  a  fear,  that  they  have 
seen  for  the  last  time,  the  bloom  of  the  field, 
and  that  the  vintage  and  the  harvest  will  be 
repeated  no  more  before  their  eyes.  The 
young  and  the  unthankful  watch,  like  spies, 
for  that  hour,  when  the  inheritiance  will  be 
theirs.  These  circumstances  mingle  a  mel- 
ancholy with  our  thoughts  upon  age.  It  is  a 
command  of  Heaven,  "  thou  shalt  rise  up  be- 
fore the  hoary  head,  and  honour  the  face  of 
the  a<xed."  In  vie  win  o;  those  whose  life  is 
•greatly  prolonged,  we  feel  the  impressions  of 
preserving  goodness,  associating  with  them 
the  sentiments  of  immortality :  on  the  silvered 
brow  and  furrowed  feature,  we  may  read,  this 
is  not  your  rest.  Having  their  knowledge 
purged  by  experience  from  the  errors  of  youth- 
ful speculation,  they  are  enabled  to  counsel 
their  followers,  and  to  point  out  before  them, 
the  dangers  and  delusions  of  the  way.  Sepa- 
rated from  eternity,  by  the  journey  of  an  hour, 
their  looks,  their  language  and  waiting  atti- 
tude, suggest  sublime  and  solemn  thoughts, 
^nd  make  us  exclaim,  who  had  not  rather  h% 
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Jacob  leaning  on  his  staff,  than  Jacob  toiling 
in  the  field  for  Laban? 

The  evils  of  old  age  are  incurable ;  they 
will  terminate  only  in  the  grave.  The  few 
who  arrive  to  length  of  days,  must  endure  the 
pains  of  beholding  their  gra.ce  and  comeliness 
converted  into  decripitude  and  infirmity. — 
They  call  for  the  companions  of  early  life,  but 
they  are  gone,  to  return  no  more.  They  are 
neglected  by  the  gay  and  active;  they  are 
suspicious  that  they  shall  weary  out,  by  their 
helplessness,  the  patience  of  their  friends. — 
They  are  mpidly  descending  the  declivity  of 
life ;  the  clarion  of  praise  ceases  to  salute  their 
ears;  and  they  gradually  become  more  un- 
knowing and  unknown.  These  are  thoughts 
that  excite  a  dread  in  our  bosoms,  to  become 
old,  impaired  and  helpless.  In  order  to  render 
old  age  supportable,  and  to  ameliorate  its  con- 
dition, we  must  possess  and  cherish  a  submis- 
sive spirit.  Formed  for  action  and  appointed 
to  toil  by  the  destinies  of  Heaven,  employment 
becomes  almost  essential  to  life.  By  the  stern 
control  of  age,  we  are  driven  from  business 
and  are  scarcely  allowed  to  be  spectators  to 
the  occupations  of  the  world.  Delightful  to 
the  husbandman  are  the  vicissitudes  of  home 
and  absence,  of  labour  and  rest.  With  what 
pleasure  does  he  retr.ni  from  the  culture  of 
the  field,  or  from  his  journeys?  He  meets  at 
his  door  the  smiles  of  a  companion,  and  in» 
forms  her  of  the  adventures  and  success  of  the 
day.      Old  age  terminates  these  agreeable 
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changes,  and  stamps  his  condition  with  a  te- 
dious sameness.  Resignation  here  pours  its 
composing  influence  upon  his  soul,  and  pre- 
vents the  poison  of  regret  from  reachmg  the 
heart. 

The  statesman  appropriates  his  time  and 
talents  to  the  public  good.  He  devises  salu- 
tary laws  and  inculcates  obedience.  He  in- 
vestigates;  with  unwearied  anxiety,  the  evils 
of  government,  and  labours  to  remove  them. 
He  guards  against  destructive  innovations,  ci- 
vil inquietude  and  foreign  dangers.  When 
he  is  old  and  grey  headed,  he  must  retire  from 
these  scenes  through  the  portals  of  resig- 
nation. Then  will  he  participate  the  rewards 
of  fidelity,  and  be  attended  by  celestial  light 
in  the  evening  of  life,  till  he  arrives  at  his 
grave. 

The  aged  are  deprived  of  many  pleasjires 
and  fashionable  entertainments,  v/hich'  the 
young  participate  with  unbounded  avidity. — 
This  privation  exposes  their  hearts  to  the  tor- 
menting influence  of  envy,  while  they  remain 
destitute  of  reconciliation.  They  behold  the 
world  partaking  of  the  gifts  and  bounties  of 
Providence;  they  are  led  by  an  envious  dis- 
position to  condemn  these  good  things,  and 
to  criminate  those  who  are  allowed  to  enjoy 
them.  Hence  arises  that  illiberal  and  mo- 
rose style  of  behaviour,  which  too  often  cha- 
racterizes advanced  ao^e,  and  excites  in  us  an 
aversion  from  its  company.  The  endless  va- 
riations of  manners,  under  the  busy  empire  n^f 
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fashion ;  the  changes  that  are  daily  produced 
in  the  features  of  society,  are  considered  as 
mischievous  innovations,  portending  inevita- 
ble ruin.  Peevishness  discolours  the  things 
and  events  around  them.  They  forget  that 
the  world  is  the  work  of  God,  that  its  con- 
cerns are  under  his  inspection  and  righteous 
control.  Thus,  the  decline  of  life  is  dark 
and  dreary  to  the  children  of  irreconciliation. 

The  aged  are  exposed  to  constant  dissatis- 
faction and  restlessness,  which  are  tedious  as 
pain.  They  impatiently  pass  from  one  sea- 
son to  another,  wishing,  if  possible,  to  hurry 
the  wheels  of  time.  In  the  morning  they  long 
for  the  watches  of  the  night;  and  when  the 
night  arrives,  they  long  for  the  return  of  the 
morning.  A  spirit  of  irreligious  inquietude 
sharpens  their  distress,  and  aggravates  this 
part  of  their  burden.  The  consolations  of  the 
heart  are  all  destroyed,  in  opposing  the  coun- 
cils of  the  Almighty;  and  every  ray  of  sus- 
taining hope  is  e-xtinguished,  in  resisting  his 
will. 

The  sensations  of  present  enjoyment,  are 
heightened  and  endeared  by  memory  and  re- 
flection. These  powers  may  furnish  the  mind 
with  an  assemblage  of  delightful  images, 
drawn  from  the  scenes  and  events  that  are 
past.  The  aged  peasant,  during  the  inclem- 
ency of  the  summer,  will  seat  himself  beneath 
the  shade  of  the  majestic  elm,  and  to  evade 
the  heat  of  the  day,  to  bathe  in  the  cooling 
breeze,  and  to  muse  on  the  times  that  are  gone- 


84         SENTIMENTS  ON  RESIGNATION. 

He  will  address  us  in  the  followins:  manner: 
"  I  am  now  bowino^  under  the  weight  of  years 
and  infirmity.  When  I  selected  this  spot  for 
my  residence,  it  was  a  dreary  wilderness.  I 
spared  the  tree  under  which  I  am  now  seat- 
ed, when  its  size  was  less  than  the  staff  which 
I  hold  in  my  hand.  These  fields  were  called 
from  the  forest,  by  the  sweat  of  my  brow.  I 
have  been  blessed  with  a  family,  many  of 
whom  are  now  sleeping  in  the  dust.  I  have 
been  blessed  and  afflicted,  but  through  the 
spirit  of  grace  this  precious  promise  has  been 
applied  to  my  soul;"  "  All  things  shall  work 
together  for  the  good  of  them  that  love  God." 
He  will  also  narrate  the  distinguishing  a- 
chievements  and  hazardous  ndvenlures  of 
early  life.  He  will  show  us  the  wounds  he 
has  received  in  battle;  but  refer  us  to  the 
greater  glory  of  being  a  faithful  soldier  under 
the  great  captain  of  our  salvation. 

Reading  is  a  source  of  comfort,  secured  by 
resignation,  to  the  aged.  Many  precious 
hours  are  res^cued  from  listlessncss  and  tedious 
languor  by  attention  to  books.  In  this  em- 
ployment, they  discern  with  delight,  the  sim- 
ilarity between  their  own  sentiments  and  the 
sentiments  of  those  who  have  signalized  them- 
selves in  the  paths  of  virtue,  and  have  gone  to 
rest.  Reading  revives  those  ideas  which  once 
enlightened  and  entertained  their  minds,  and 
as  the  visit  of  friends  with  whom  we  were  fa- 
mihar,  is  rendered  the  more  delicious  from 
the  circumstance  of  long  absence,  so  their 
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ideas  and  conceptions  return  upon  them  with 
enhanced  delight.  To  retrieve  a  single  tho't 
from  forgetfulness  is  like  finding  and  recog- 
nizing some  valuable  article  which  had  been 
lost  for  years,  and  concerning  which  we  had 
forgotten,  that  it  ever  was  our  own.  This 
employment  fortifies  them  against  the  dis- 
heartening effects  of  infirmity.  When  their 
strength  fails,  they  are  enabled  to  adopt  this 
language,  when  we  are  weak,  then  are  we 
strong. 

The  objects  of  devout  meditation  are  not 
diminished  by  time  and  age.  Heaven  is  as 
wide,  when  we  behold  it  from  the  brink  of 
the  grave,  as  when  we  descry  it  from  the 
threshold  of  active  life.  Those  temporal  ob- 
jects, that  are  worthy  of  our  thoughts,  may 
all  be  summoned  to  appear  before  us,  when 
our  days  are  nearly  numbered.  From  the 
wide  field  of  meditations,  the  aged  receive 
many  sustaining  and  useful  consolations. — • 
By  these  sublime  employments  are  prepared 
for  the  scenes  of  a  future  world.  Their  resig- 
nation, by  its  composing  and  tranquil  influ- 
ence, enables  them  to  enjoy  their  God,  while 
the  tabernacles  of  clay  are  gradually  bowing 
to  mingle  with  their  kindred  dust. 

By  the  pious  exercises  of  resignation  the 
aged  are  delivered  from  a  peevish  and  quer- 
ulous disposition  against  men  and  things, — - 
Their  appearance  and  conversation  command 
our  respectful  and  affectionate  regard.  Their 
gravity  is  meliorated  by  cheerfulness;  their 
H 
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actions  are  expressive  of  benevolence,  and  we 
listen  to  their  counsels  and  desire  entertain- 
ment and  instruction  from  their  society.  Sur- 
rounded with  the  unwearied  yigils  of  friend- 
ship and  affection  ;  attended  by  the  smiles  of 
heaven,  they  cheerfully  and  patiently  wait  for 
the  manifestation  of  the  sons  of  God. 

But  few  of  the  human  race  are  so  delighted 
with  the  present  style  of  existence,  tKat  they 
would  wish  it  unalterably  prolonged  to  end- 
less duration.     The  dissatisfying  nature  of  all 
temporal  things,  our  restlessness  under  the 
cumberous  shackles  of  clay,  cause  us  to  aspire 
after  a  style  of  being,  that  is  more  perfect  and 
blissful.     We  fondly  indulge  the  hopes  of  a 
glorious  immortality,  til!  we  arrive  to  the  very 
boundaries  of  time,  whence  we  all  descend 
with  reluctance  into  the  valley  of  death.    We 
tremble  at  the  thought  of  the  silent  grave,  and 
even  piety  and  faith  linger  on  its  brink,  that 
they  may  pour  out  their  prayers  to  God,  per- 
form a  few  more  duties  and  receive  soaie  ad- 
ditional illuminations  of  assuring  grace.  How 
dreaiful  must  death  appear  to  those  who  pos- 
sess a  spirit  of  irreconciliation!    In  vain  may 
they  invoke  their  philosophy ;  in  vain  may  they 
call  upon  the  hoisted  virtues.    The  world  and 
all    its    objects  can   be  of   no   more  value  to 
them,  than  the  phantom  that  floats  in. the  air. 
The  body  must  be  dissolved,  and  they  know 
not  in  what  forms  they  shall  appaar  hereafter. 
The  features  of  the  Eternal  are  soon  to^be  re- 
vealed before  the  in  and  the  awful  mijesty  of 
a  righteous  tribiinal,  where  the  soul  must  re- 
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ceive  sentence  according  to  the  deeds  of  mor- 
tal life.  Far  different  are  the  feelings  and 
exercises  of  the  resigned,  in  approaching  their 
great  change.  They  are  inspired  with  a  tri- 
umphant fortitude,  through  the  manifestation 
of  the  Divine  presence. 

Of  the  powers  of  the  soul  and  the  functions 
of  the  heart,  natural  affection  is  one  that  is 
least  corrupted,  enfeebled  and  perverted  by 
depravit3^  It  appears  among  the  earliest  e- 
motions  of  the  heart,  maintains  its  agency 
through  the  cares  and  ills  of  time.  It  outlives 
the  energies  of  the  understanding;  it  is  often 
wakeful  and  active,  when  the  passions  are 
extinguished  by  disease  and  age;  and  its  flame 
is  felt  in  the  bosom,  till  the  last  spark  of  life 
expire.  With  what  imbittered  agony  must 
the  irreconciled  parent  leave  his  tender  off- 
spring, and  go  down  to  the  mansions  of  the 
dead  ?  This  distress  is  removed  from  the  sub- 
jects of  reconciliation.  Confiding  in  the  good- 
ness and  mercy  of  God,  they  cheerfully  com- 
mit the  charge  of  the  cradle  to  his  guardian 
angels,  and  intrust  to  his  providential  care 
their  surviving  relatives ;  rejoicing  that  he 
best  knows  how  to  mingle  the  cup  of  life  with 
joy  and  grief,  that  he  can  bring  them,  at  his 
holy  pleasure,  into  a  pure  and  undefiled  in- 
heritance, where  kindred  souls  shall  meet  to 
be  separated  no  more. 

Dreadful  to  the  wicked  are  the  ravages  of 
the  grave  on  the  body  ;  forbidding  is  the  land 
of  forgetfulness ;  and  intolerable  is  the  appre- 
hen  sion  of  retaining  for  ever  a  remorseful  con- 
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sciousness.     From  these  terrors,  the  humble 
and  submissive  are  exempted.     They  are  fa- 
voured with  streno;th  of  thouoht,  sufficient  to 
detach  sensation  from  the  grave;    they  are 
persuaded  that  the  soul  may  smile  unmolest- 
ed in  glory,  while  the  body  is  mouldering  in 
the  receptacle  of  the  dead.     They  rejoice  in 
the  hopes  of  a  resurrection,  and  concerning 
the  entertainments  of  another  world  they  are 
not  perplexed.     In  the  visions  of  faith,  they 
discover  inexhaustible  sources  of  joy,  and  riv- 
ers of  pleasure  that  flow  for  ever  at  the  right 
hand  of  God.     They  receive  the  pangs  of  dis- 
solution without   dismay,   and   through  the 
blood  of  the  lamb,  they  obtain  a  glorious  tri- 
umph over  the  king  of  terrors.     Being  recon- 
ciled to  the  Divine  will  and  prepared  by  his 
grace  for  an  exchange  of  worlds,  the  desires  of 
temporal  existence  retire  from  the  heart,  and 
leave  an  unmolested  residence  to  the  delight- 
ful sentiments  of  immortal  life.   In  the  present 
state  they  are  attended  by  a  variety  of  evils 
and  encumbering  cares.     Polluted  thoughts 
and  vain  imaginations  intrude  upon  their  so- 
lemn scenes,   and  tarnish  their  purest  devo- 
tions.   Their  love  is  often  languid  ;  their  faith 
beshrouded  with  doubts;  and  their  hopes  min- 
gled with  a  bewildering  anxiety.     They  are 
convinced  that  corruption,  depravity  and  sin 
can  never  follow  them  beyond  the  gates  of 
death.     There  the  soul  shall  be  released  and 
admitted  into  the  pure  and  delightful  service 
of  God  and  the  Lamb, 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

A  SERIOUS  QUESTION   CONCERNING   RESIG- 
NATION, EXAMINED. 

THE  requisitions  of  the  gospel  are  found- 
ed  in  wisdom,  and  are  agreeable  to  the  nature 
and  fitness  of  things.  Their  limits  are  pre- 
scribed, and  made  to  correspond  with  the  mea- 
sure and  extent  of  the  powers  we  possess,  and 
with  certain  principles  of  action  and  affec- 
tions suitable  for  rational  and  accountable  be- 
ings. Hence  all  attempts  to  outdo  divine  re- 
quirements, are  hazardous  and  presumptive. 
They  expose  us  to  be  justly  denominated  ''o- 
ver-much  righteous,  and  wise  above  what  is 
written."  AH  ages,  however,  have  produced 
instances  of  supererogation.  Often  is  the  law 
of  self-denial  extended  to  abstinences  disho- 
norable and  injurious.  Penance  is  heard  to 
groan  from  her  gloomy  cell,  refusing  to  smile 
in  presence  of  celestial  benignity,  or  receive 
with  gratitude  the  rich  munificence  of  divine 
bounty.  Charity  is  sometimes  found  extend- 
ing herself  to  extravagance  ;  violating  the 
principles  of  self-preservation,  and  procuring 
by  its  excess  an  inability  to  perform  the  bene- 
volent duties  of  life.  Cases  of  this  practical 
extravagance  are  more  rare,  than  those  of  ex« 
travagance  in  doctrinal  speculation.  There 
is  a  prevailing  propensity  in  our  nature  to  en- 
ter the  fields  of  supposition  in  quest  of  evi- 
dence, to  illustrate  the  qualitie^s  of  the  heart, 
h2 
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and  the  disposition  of  the  soul.  We  frequent- 
ly hear  men  declaring  that  they  would  give 
the  world  to  alleviate  the  distresses  of  a  fel- 
low mortal ;  that  they  would  become  a  sacri- 
fice for  the  good  of  their  country ;  that  they 
would  be  exiled  for  ever  from  the  bosom  of 
their  God,  could  it  procure  for  others  an  ever- 
lastino:  residence  in  the  lio^ht  of  his  counte- 
nance.  We  are  now  to  inquire  whether  resig- 
nation imply  a  willingness  to  receive  the  sen- 
tence of  condemnation  in  any  possible  case  ? 
Religion  is  designed  to  promote  and  secure 
our  happiness;  to  purify  and  enhance  our  en- 
joyments. Her  ways  are  ways  of  pleasant- 
ness, and  her  paths  peace.  A  practical  re- 
i^ard  to  her  sublime  doctrines,  obedience  to 
her  holy  dictates  and  righteous  precepts  enno- 
ble the  soul,  and  furnish  it  with  constant  and 
delightful  entertainment.  A  performance  of 
the  duties  we  owe  to  ourselves,  our  neighbour 
and  our  God;  the  religious  exercises  of  the 
heart, and  the  enlightened  energies  of  the  un- 
derstanding, pour  a  blissful  influence  on  life. 
Repentance  is  justly  denominated  a  work  of 
imbittered  anguish.  The  soul  surveys  the  sins 
of  life,  feels  the  compunctions  of  guilt,  and  is 
overwhelmed  with  sorrow.  Still,  however,  this 
dark  and  painful  exercise,  is  connected  with 
consequent  light  and  joy.  It  opens  the  only 
avenues,  through  which  the  promises  of  mer- 
cy are  to  be  received.  It  leads  us  into  the 
possession  of  precious  and  sustaining  hopes^^ 
under  whose  influence  we  should  refuse  to  ex- 
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change  the  tear  of  contrition  for  an  ocean  of 
sensual  delight.  We  are  also  required  to  sup- 
press and  govern  our  passions,  and  to  eradi- 
cate the  unhallowed  desires  of  the  heart.  But 
in  this  employment  we  are  by  no  means  desti- 
tute of  agreeable  sensations.  We  return  from 
the  conquest  of  an  evil  passion,  bearing  those 
laurels  of  victory,  which  transcend  the  richest 
emblems  of  martial  glory.  A  glowing  satis- 
faction pervades  our  bosoms,  whenever  we  re- 
sist with  success  the  attacks  of  temjDtatioCj  or 
evade  the  dangerous  allurements  of  the  world. 
Self-denial  too  is  a  work  of  the  spirit,  through 
which  the  deeds  of  the  Hesh  are  mortified,  and 
is  always  attended  with  arduous  conflicts. 
It  secures,  however,  the  benediction  of  con- 
science, and  furnishes  matter  for  delightful  re- 
flection. Thus  every  branch  of  religious  duty, 
every  gracious  exercise  of  a  new  and  divine 
life,  is  accompanied  by  invaluable  consola- 
tions, which  increase  in  proportion  to  the  pu- 
rity of  the  motives  by  which  we  are  actuated, 
and  in  proportion  to  the  style  and  character 
of  our  exercises. 

But,  if  resignation  imply  a  willingness  to 
receive  the  irrevocable  sentence  of  condemna- 
tion, it  must  of  necessity  be  stripped  of  its 
consolatory  and  sustaining  eflects.  For  so 
long  as  we  are  susceptible  of  pain  or  joy,  the 
thought  of  banishment  from  the  presence  of 
God  must  be  distressing.  How  can  the  soul 
endure  the  awful  apprehension  without  being 
overwhelmed  with  anguish  and  terror '/   If  it 
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be  willing  to  be  rejected,  it  must  apprehend 
the  moral  possibility  of  being  a  child  of  God, 
and  converted  thence  into  a  child  of  wrath 
and  disobedience ;  otherwise  this  pretended 
willingness  is  but  an  empty  sound.  It  would 
be  of  the  same  amount  with  a  proclamation 
from  our  lips  that  we  would  willingly  walk  in 
darkness,  should  the  sun  be  extinguished  from 
the  firmament.  Does  resignation  therefore 
imply  such  a  willingness?  it  must  militate 
with  the  doctrine  of  perseverance  ;  since  it 
supposes  it  possible  for  souls  that  are  purchas- 
ed by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  to  be  separated 
for  ever  from  the  love  of  God.  The  conside- 
ration must  be  painful  to  the  heart  of  the  be- 
liever. But  resignation  harmonizes  with  all 
the  doctrines  of  the  gospel.  It  is  an  exercise 
that  alleviates  our  burthens,  heightens  our  joys 
and  illuminates  our  hopes.  It  never  leads  its 
subjects  into  the  trackless  field  of  supposition 
and  conjecture.  Nor  does  it  imply  a  willing- 
ness to  receive  eternal  condemnation;  since 
the  sacred  scriptures  no  where  intimate  that 
we  are  to  taste  of  the  heavenly  gift  with  lips 
of  such  purity,  that  we  are  willing  to  ex- 
change it  for  the  cup  of  eternal  wrath. 

Does  resignation  require  a  willingness  to 
meet  the  wrath  of  God  in  any  practicable  or 
possible  instance  ?  it  destroys  at  once  the  love 
of  life.  This  principle  is  implanted  in  our  bo- 
soms by  the  hand  of  our  Creator,  and  is  indis- 
pensably necessary  to  our  natural  and  moral 
condition.     It  prompts  us  to  provide  for  our 
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frail  bodies,  to  avoid  the  evils  by  which  we 
are  surrounded,  and  to  enliven  and  protract 
the  powers  and  energies  of  the  soul.  As  this 
principle  is  corrupted  and  enfeebled,  the  mo- 
tives of  religion  are  rendered  fruitless;  our 
agency  is  controlled  by  the  cravings  of  appe- 
tite and  the  instinctive  attempts  to  avoid  pain. 
Are  the  deligbtfal  sentiments  of  existence  ex- 
tinguished, suicide,  strangling  and  death  be- 
come the  choice  of  mankind.  They  feel  no 
reluctance  in  snatching  from  the  king  of  ter- 
rors the  cup  of  dissolution,  and  bearing  it  to 
their  own  lips.  In  vain  are  the  votaries  of 
intemperance  exhorted  to  relinquish  their  self 
destroying  habits.  The  love  of  being  is  over- 
whelmed with  lust.  They  hurry  the  shadow 
around  the  dial  of  time,  and  dread  but  little 
its  arrival  at  that  point,  where  a  life,  to  which 
they  have  no  attachment,  must  terminate.— 
If  we  can  awake  from  slumber  their  love  of 
life,  persuasion  becomes  a  hopeful  labor,  and 
we  find  them  returning  by  the  path  of  refor- 
mation to  that  being,  from  whojn  they  have 
revolted.  Religion  cherishes  and  preserves 
from  dereliction  the  love  of  life,  and  conse- 
crates to  immortality  the  charm  of  existence. 
Upon  this  ground  alone  are  w'e  truly  suscep- 
tible of  divine  goodness  in  calling  us  into  be- 
ing, endowing  us  with  rational  powers,  and 
preserving  our  consciousness  from  oblivion. 
The  threatenings  of  the  holy  Divinity  are  ad- 
dressed through  the  fears  of  the  heart  to  the 
love  of  beino^..     ^^  In  the  day,  that  thou  eatest 
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''  thereof,  thou  shalt  surely  die."  "  This  day 
"  1  set  before  you  life  and  death."  But  what 
penalty  would  there  be  in  the  denunciations 
of  death,  if  all  the  delectable  feelings  of  ex- 
istence were  destroyed?  The  rewards  also, 
which  our  religion  graciously  promises,  ad- 
dress the  love  of  life.  ''  Come  ye  to  the  wa- 
*'ters  of  life."  "And  it  shall  be  unto  him  a 
"well  of  water,  springing  up  unto  everlast- 
"ing  life."  "Be  thou  faithful  unto  death, 
"and  1  will  give  unto  thee  a  crown  of  life." 
Were  we  in  any  case  or  by  any  means  to  lose 
the  pleasure  of  existence,  these  promises 
would  become  but  feeble  incitements  to  duty. 
Their  influence  upon  our  characters  and  up- 
on our  souls  would  scarcely  be  an  object  of 
discernment. 

If  it  be  asserted  that  "our  willingness  to 
meet  the  wrath  of  God  does  not  destroy  the 
''Jove  of  life;"  we  demand  an  example,  in 
which  the  subject  of  condemnation  has  re- 
tained the  love  of  being,  after  the  hopes  of 
enjoyment  were  entirely  extinguished.  Were 
it  possible  for  the  christian  to  be  banished 
from  the  bosom  of  the  Redeemer,  with  all  his 
boasted  willingness,  his  voice  would  mingle 
with  the  cries  of  the  multitude,  who  "shall 
"  call  upon  the  rocks  and  the  mountains  to 
"fall  upon  them."  This  consequence,  howev- 
er, is  evaded  by  the  opinion,  that  the  chris- 
tian's willingness  to  become  a  subject  of 
wrath  is  an  evidence,  that  his  name  is  engra- 
ven on  the  palms  of  God's  hands  and  insepa- 
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rably  united  with  Christ.  If  so,  why  is  it  said 
that  we  must  be  wilHn^  to  be  damned  rather, 
than  to  be  converted  into  flying  serpents,  or 
green-eyed  reptiles?  For  the  evidence  is  as 
strong  in  favor  of  this  change,  as  it  is  that 
the  saint  shall  ever  be  turned  into  an  object 
of  divine  vengeance.  Upon  this  principle, 
therefore,  alone  can  it  be  argued  that  the  love 
of  life  is  not  destroyed,  viz.  that  this  extraor- 
dinary exercise  of  resignation  is  without  end 
or  object;  since  the  recfeemed  soul  will  nev- 
er be  doomed  to  furnish  an  actual  proof,  that 
she  is  willing  to  go  away  into  everlasting  tor- 
ment. 

In  surveying  the  exercises  of  our  hearts 
both  in  a  convicted  and  in  a  converted  state, 
we  find  no  evidence  in  favor  of  the  doctrine 
which  the  affirmative  espouses.  We  are  a- 
wakened  to  serious  thoughts  by  the  power  of 
the  divine  word,  or  by  the  alarming  voice  of 
some  afflictive  dispensation.  Our  guilt  and 
depravity  appear  in  terrific  forms  before  us. — 
The  awful  and  momentous  scenes  of  eternity, 
the  apprehensions  of  being  doomed  to  condign 
and  hopeless  punishment  fill  our  souls  with 
dread  and  dismay.  Afraid  to  die  and  afraid 
to  be  dead,  we  at  length  experience  a  renova- 
tion of  heart  and  spirit;  the  chains  of  condem- 
nation are  broken,  the  hopes  of  Heaven  are 
kindled  in  our  hearts.  We  feel  the  pure  en- 
rapturing efl*usions  of  divine  love,  and  the 
pleasing  testimony  of  the  Spirit  that  our 
names  are  written  in  the  book  of  life.     In  this 


96         SENTIMENTS  ON  RESIGNATION. 

emancipated  and  glorious  situation  is  it  a 
gospel  requirement,  that  we  must  be  willing 
to  turn  our  eyes  from  the  charms  of  Heaven, 
and  go  back  into  the  chains  of  darkness,  and 
receive  an  irrevocable  sentence  from  the  of- 
fended Divinity  ?  We  recoil  from  the  thought, 
we  dread  a  separation  from  the  bosom  of  our 
beloved  Redeemer.  Does  God  withdraw  the 
light  of  his  countenance?  we  are  distressed, 
we  mourn,  we  pray  for  the  return  of  his  favor 
and  loving  kindness.  It  is  possible  to  acqui- 
esce under  a  temporal  withdraw ment  of  the 
holy  spirit,  for  remaining  grace  may  be  suf- 
ficient for  this  purpose.  Yet  how  can  we  as- 
sert that  we  are;  or  should  be,  willing  to  be 
condemned,  when  every  subject  of  condem- 
nation must  of  necessity  be  destitute  of  that 
grace,  without  which  we  are  incapable  of  the 
least  exercise  of  resignation?  What  can  be 
more  inconsistent,  than  the  opinion  that  wa 
should  be  resigned  as  christians,  and  at  the 
same  time  be  children  of  wrath?  For  none  but 
the  children  of  wrath  c.  e  subjects  of  condem- 
nation. And  does  God  require  an  exercise,  to 
which  there  is  no  corresponding  object?  If  the 
christian  be  willing  to  have  his  name  blotted 
from  the  book  of  life,  it  is  well  known  that  such 
an  event  can  never  take  pkce.  The  exercise 
therefore  is  but  an  empty  shadov/.  Acquies- 
cence and  resignation  imply  an  existing  judg- 
ment, or  some  known  purpose  and  counsel  of 
God.  Are  we  thus  resigned  to  condemnation? 
it  supposes  an  indubitable  certainty  that  the 
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dreariful  doom  awaits  us  ;  otherwise  we  are 
only  treading  the  path  of  conjecture  arid  un- 
warrantable supposition.  Our  submission  to 
events  without  a  discernment  of  that  control- 
ing  Providence,  b}^  which  they  arc  bro't  about, 
constitutes  no  part  of  evangelical  resignation, 
A  fellow  mortal  is  providentially  doomed  to 
descend  from  the  splendor  of  secular  great- 
ness, and  to  assume  a  begging  attitude  at  the 
feet  of  his  former  servants.  He  mav  submit 
with  philosophic  firmness  to  the  gloomy  scenes 
of  adversity;  yet,  if  he  have  no  conceptions 
of  the  divine  will,  his  submission  is  no  more 
than  a  feat  of  human  fortitude,  or  unavoida- 
ble compliance  with  the  destinies  of  blind  fa- 
tality. Acquiescence  under  bereavement, 
while  the  holy  agency  of  God  is  unnoticed 
and  forgotten,  can  never  deserve  to  be  denom- 
inated an  exercise  of  pious  reconciliation.  If 
we  are  not  alive  to  the  impressions  of  the  di- 
vine will, both  in  its  restraining  and  constrain- 
ing influence;  and  if  the  glory  of  God  have 
not  the  highest  rank  among  the  motives  by 
which  we  are  actuated  ;  in  vain,  as  it  respects 
our  future  felicity,  do  we  cultivate  an  expan- 
sive benevolence ;  in  vain  do  we  cherish  a 
tender  and  officious  charity,  and  in  vain  do 
we  punctiliously  discharge  the  obligations  of 
moral  virtue.  The  will  of  God  is  made  plainly 
visible  with  regard  to  the  exercises  and  du- 
ties of  a  holy  life.  It  is  announced  by  every 
trial  and  calamity,  by  which  we  are  overtak- 
en.    For,  knowing  that  the  very  hairs  of  our 
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head  are  all  numbered  by  bini,  we  must  also 
be  sensible  of  the  overruHng  counsels  of  his 
will.  On  this  ground  patience,  long  suffer- 
ing, acquiescence,  and  resignation,  become 
the  distinguishing  graces  of  a  renewed  life. — 
But  whence  are  we  to  know  that  it  is  the  will 
of  God,  that  any  christian  will  ever  receive 
sentence  of  condemnation,  or  that  he  must  be 
willing  to  meet  that  dreadful  destiny?  In 
what  alcove  of  celestial  records  has  he  deposit- 
ed such  counsel  and  purpose  7  On  what 
mountain  of  Zion  has  he  made  proclamation, 
that  some  of  the  trophies  of  the  Redeemer's 
blood  must  be  banished  for  ever  from  his  pre- 
sence ;  and  that  all,  who  are  purchased  at  so 
great  a  price,  and  whose  knowledge  of  Christ 
is  life  eternal,  must  be  willing  to  meet  the 
event  ?  Hath  it  not  been  declared,  that  the 
will  of  God  determines  the  perseverance  of 
the  saint  ?  ^^  My  sheep  hear  my  voice. — 
I  know  them  and  they  follow  me  ;  and  give 
'*  unto  them  eternal  life,  and  they  shallnev- 
*'  er  perish."  Hence  it  is  undeniable,  that 
the  christian's  willingness  to  receive  sentence 
of  condemnation  has  no  agreement  with  the 
divine  will.  It  will  not  facilitate  an  escape 
from  this  difficulty  to  say  we  are  willing  on 
supposition,  it  should  be  God's  will  and  for 
his  glory.  This  amounts  to  no  more,  than  a 
conjecture  of  what  we  should  do  presumptu- 
ously supposing  a  case  that  implies  mutability 
of  the  divine  purpose.  And  it  is  no  more  an 
exercise  of  resignation,  than  Peter's  perem- 
tory  avowal  of  un abating  attachment  to  the 
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Redeemer  was  an  actual  adherence  to  hiin, 
when  accosted  by  the  damsel.  The  exercise 
is  less  than  a  dream.  For,  do  we  dream  of 
conquests,  of  rearing  cities,  and  of  swaying 
the  sceptre  of  empire;  the  actual  realization 
of  these  things  is  possible.  Whereas  by  as- 
serting that  we  are  resigned  to  condemnation, 
if  it  should  be  the  will  of  Heaven,  an  impos- 
sibility stares  us  in  the  face.  For  every  sub- 
ject of  condemnation  must  be  as  incapable  of 
pious  resignation,  as  Satan  is  incapable  of  the 
hallowed  fervors  of  love. 

The  affirmative  of  this  question  often  as- 
sumes another  position,  which  involves  equal 
difficulty  and  absurdity.  In  order  to  find  a 
criterion  by  which  we  may  judge  of  the  state 
of  others,  the  advocates  of  the  doctrine  en- 
quire whether  we  are  willing  to  be  condemn- 
ed, if  it  should  be  the  means  of  procuring  for 
others  an  entrance  into  the  courts  of  glory? 
This  enquiry  supposes  a  possibility,  that  man 
may  become  the  saviour  of  man  ;  or  at  least 
by  a  voluntary  reception  of  the  sentence  of 
death  become  the  means  of  saving  some,  who 
would  otherwise  be  lost  for  ever.  Whereas 
all  the  blood  of  martyrdom  could  not  atone 
for  a  single  sin  ;  and,  were  all  the  armies 
above  to  become  a  sacrifice,  it  would  be  in- 
sufficient for  the  redemption  of  the  least  pollute 
ed  child  of  apostacy.  There  is  no  other  name, 
than  that  of  Christ,  given  under  Heaven 
among  men,  whereby  they  can  be  saved. 
We  have  never  been  informed  of  a  soul,  that 
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was  saved  through  the  condemnation  of  any 
subject  of  wrath.     Do  we  say  we  are  willing- 
to  endure  eternal  suffering  for  the    salvation 
of  others  ;  we  suppose  an  impossible  case  of 
which  no   divine   intimation    has   ever  been 
given.     We  intrude  upon  the  ground  of  pre- 
sumption, where  we  are  exposed  to  self  delu- 
sion and  deception.     Were  an  ambassador  to 
be  sent  from  God  to  the  dying  bed  of  the  saint 
with  information,  that  a  number  of  perishing 
souls  could  be  saved   in  consequence    of  his 
condemnation,  and  of  his  hatred  and  rebellion 
against  the   Almighty  ;  then,  nor  till   then, 
would  it  be  proper  to  ask  the  question,  *' Are 
'*  you  willing  to  receive  sentence  of  death,  to 
'*  have  your  pleasing  hopes  extinguished,  the 
*'  desire   of  life  converted  into  a  prayer  for 
'^oblivion  and  the  love   of  God  in  the  heart 
'^  converted   into   satanic  malice  ?"      What 
substance   is  there  in  beino^  willing'  to  suffer 
on  condition  that  impossibilities  become  pos- 
sible,  and  inconsistencies  consistent  ?     The 
doctrine,  against  which  we  contend,  derives 
its  ostensible  support  from  the  declaration   of 
the  apostle,  that  he  could   wish  himself  ac- 
cursed for  his  brethren.     In  the  first  place  he 
does  not  say  that  he  actually  wishes  himself 
imder  this   doom  ;  but  simply   declares   an 
opinion,  that  he  could   willingly  endure  it  for 
his  brethren,     Now  does  the  word  accursed 
ever  imply  the  actual  infliction  of  the  irrevo- 
cable sentence  of  death  ?     It  is  generally  used 
to  signify  excommunication,  the  endurance 
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of  divine  displeasure,  and  judicial  suffering; 
but  does  not  imply  endless  duration.  The 
apostle  therefore  undoubtedly,  under  a  vehe"^ 
ment  desire  for  the  salvation  of  his  brethren, 
meant  to  express  his  willingness  to  suffer  the 
most  poignant  anguish,  the  grievous  trials 
and  judgments  of  life  ;  could  he  thereby  be 
a  mean  in  the  hand  of  God  of  bringing  others 
to  the  bosom  of  Christ.  This  corresponds 
with  that  spirit,  under  which  he  exclaimed 
**  my  heart's  desire  and  prayer  to  God  for 
''  Israel  is,  that  they  might  all  be  saved.  I 
''  rejoice  in  tribulations;  for  tribulation  work- 
*'  eth  patience,  and  patience  experience,  and 
''  experience  hope,  and  hope  maketh  not  a- 
^'  shamed."  The  power  and  goodness  of 
God  are  conspicuously  displayed  in  changing 
the  human  heart,  eradicating  its  native  pride, 
purging  away  its  corruptions,  and  supplant- 
ing its  predilection  for  sin  by  a  triumphant 
love  of  holiness.  This  glorious  work  of  om- 
nipotence creates  a  distinction  that  will  con- 
tinue undefaced,  when  time  and  its  objects 
have  all  expired.  This  attachment  to  hob- 
ness  is  not  founded  upon  mutable  principles; 
nor  is  it  to  be  exchanged  for  listless  indiffer- 
ence or  scornful  aversion.  It  sits  in  triumph 
amidst  the  horrors  of  persecution.  It  is  rais- 
ed to  purer  flames  by  the  attacks  of  wicked- 
ness. The  darkness  of  a  prison,  the  gloom 
of  solitude,  the  chains  of  slavery,  can  never 
procure  its  extinction.  Our  affection  for  ho- 
liness is  among  the  richest  gems  of  christian 
i2 
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excellence,  and  gives  to  existence  an  unfad- 
ing  charm.     Delightful   is   the   assembly  of 
the  saints,  who  pray,  and  praise  and  pour  out 
their  hearts  in  the  pure  effusions  of  devotion 
before  their  God.     The  scene  commands  our 
unreserved  attention.     It  excites  our  feelings. 
It  makes   them    partake  of  sanctity  and  the 
sublime   solemnity   of  reverence.      Holiness 
becomes  the  house  of  God  for  ever;  and  the 
more  we  discover  of  its  immaculate  features, 
the  richer  are  our  joys  and  entertainments. 
We  view    with  peculiar    satisfaction   those 
aged  christians,  who  have  long  walked  with 
God,  and  in  holiness  of  life  at  the  right  hand 
ofChristo    We  derive  more  pleasure  from  one 
devout  expression,  from  one  hallowed  deed 
performed   under  divine   illumination,    than 
theatrical  exhibition  and  courtly  parade  are 
able  to  bestow.   We  are  enamoured  with  the 
emanations  of  Divinity,   wherever  they  are 
discovered  in  mortal  life.     We  are  charmed 
with  the  biography  of  our  ancestors  ;  we  re- 
collect the  attitude,  in  which  we  have  seen 
them  morning   and  evening    praising    their 
holy    benefactor.       The  richest   revenue  of 
worldly  joy  is  but  penury  in  comparison  with 
the  joy  we  feel,  while  ascending,  with  solemn 
steps,  the  mount  of  Olives,  whispering  as  we 
ascend,    ^'  our  fathers  worshipped   in   this 
^'  mountain."     Every   holy   exercise   of  our 
own  hearts  is  accompanied  with  celestial  joy. 
How  many  days  are  rescued  from  wretched- 
ness by  the  propitious  visit  of  a  few  holy  and 
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divine  thoughts  1     They  are  like  those   rare 
but  cooHng  streams,  which  support  and  cheer 
the  traveller  as  he  passes  the  desert.     Do  we 
turn  our  eyes  to   Heaven,  its  holy   mansions 
engage  our  affections.     The  pure  and  unde- 
filed  in  presence  of  the  Redeemer,  whose  ho- 
liness gives  an  infinite  loveliness  to  his  char- 
acter, kindle  in   our  bosoms  that  sacred  love 
of  holiness  which  is  essential  to  the  believer's 
life.     Now  according  to  the  affirmative  of  the 
question  the  christian  must  be  willing  to  have 
his  relish  for  holy  things  destroyed,  and  the 
pleasures,  that  he  derives  from  the  hallowed 
scenes  of  contemplation,   removed  for  ever 
from  his  participation.     If  he  be  willing  to 
be  condemned  ;  he  is  also  willing  to  strip  off 
his  whitened  raiment,  to  be  clothed  with  the 
chains  of  depravity  and  death.     He  must  be 
willing  to  trample  beneath  his  feet  the  image 
of  God,  and  assume  the  likeness  of  satan.    In 
short  he  must  be  willing  to  hate  and  despise 
every  object  of  celestial  complexion,  and  to 
say  unto  corruption,  *thou  art  my  father,  and 
to  the  burning  but  never  dying  worm,  thou  art 
my  mother  and  my  sister.'     But  where  is  the 
christian,  who  does  not  recoil  from  the  tho't 
of  losing  the  stamp  of  divinity,  which  was 
reimpressed  upon  him  in  that  glorious  mo- 
ment when  he  was  born  from  above,  and  cre- 
ated by  God  in  righteousness  and  holiiiess  ? 
For  were  it  required  that  we  should  be  willing 
to  be  condemned,  w^e  must  be  willing  to  pos* 
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sess  all  the  infernal  qualities  with  which  the 
subjects  of  condemnation  are  clothed. 

A  willingness  in  any  case  to  be  condemned 
is  inconsistent  with  the  christian's  hatred  to 
sin.  The  abhorrence  and  hatred  of  iniquity 
are  felt  with  the  first  glow  of  divine  love  in 
our  bosoms.  We  look  upon  sin  with  absolute 
detestation,  as  being  the  poison  of  life,  the 
plague  of  the  heart  and  heinous  in  the  sight 
of  God.  We  discover  its  odious  features  in 
ourselves.  It  involves  us  in  the  terrors  of  guilt. 
It  diffuses  its  pollutions  over  our  solemn  and 
most  serious  scenes.  It  wraps  in  darkness 
many  of  the  days  of  our  life,  and  mingles  our 
hopes  with  fear  and  doubt.  It  procures  la- 
mentation and  sorrow  to  our  souls  by  remov- 
ing us  from  the  light  of  the  divine  counten« 
ance;  and  above  all,  it  dishonors  and  offends 
the  o'lorious  niaiestv  of  Heaven.  When  we 
discover  it  in  others,  it  there  appears  m  un- 
disguised and  odious  colours.  No  length  of 
time  can  meliorate  its  visage.  It  gathers  hor- 
ror from  antiquity,  heinousness  from  the  pres- 
ent, and  indignation  and  judgment  from  fu- 
turity. We  hate  its  labors  ;  for  they  are  la- 
bors of  rebellion  and  darkness.  We  hate  its 
effects ;  for  they  are  indignation  and  wrath, 
tribulation  and  anguish.  Notwithstanding 
all  this,  if  we  must  be  willing  to  be  condemn- 
ed, we  must  feel  no  reluctance  in  becoming 
ripened  for  such  an  event.  With  what  pro- 
priety could  the  christian  be  asked,  '  Are  you 
*  willing  if  it  should  be  for  the  divine  glory, 


SENTIMENTS  ON  RESIGNATION.        105 

*  to  thrust  from  your  lips  the  cup  of  holy  joy, 

*  and  drink  iniquity  like  water  ?  Are  you  wil- 
^  ling'  to  hate,  to  blaspheme,  and  to  despise 
'the  God  you  have  loved?  Are  you  willing 
'  to  renounce  the  works  of  righteousness,  and 

*  carry  on  an  inveterate  rebellion  against  your 

*  God  ?     Are  you  willing  to  unite  with  the 

*  powers  of  darkness,    and  crucify  that  Re- 

*  deemer  on  whose  bosom  you  have  delight- 

*  fully  reclined  ;  whose  smiles  you  have  de- 
Vnorainated  a  Heaven  indeed]'  All  these 
questions  are  comprised  in  this  ;  are  you  will- 
ing to  be  condemned  for  ever?  For,  if  this 
be  answered  in  the  affirmative,  we  announce 
at  the  same  time  a  willingness  to  hate  the 
Almighty,  to  despise  his  counsels,  and  to  love 
and  practise  the  sins  and  abominations,  which 
we  have  above  enumerated,  till  our  souls  be 
prepared  to  drink  with  perfection  the  vials  of 
wrath. 

The  affirmative  of  the  question  is  palpably 
inconsistent  with  the  nature  and  form  of  the 
covenant  of  grace.  On  the  part  of  the  Divin- 
ity he  engages  to  be  our  God,  necessarily  im- 
plying by  such  engagement  immutability  of 
purpose.  Believers  on  their  part  uncondi- 
tionally engage,  that  through  his  quickening 
and  sustaining  grace,  they  will  be  his  obedient 
children.  But  if  resignation  require,  as  an 
holy  exercise,  a  willingness  to  be  condemned; 
our  covenant  must  agree  with  this  doctrine. 
Then  will  it  consist  in  something  like  the  fol- 
lowing form :    ^Heavenly  Father,  we  engage 
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Uo  honour  thee  solonfi^as  it  shall  be  thy  will 

*  and  for  thy  glory.  But  should  thy  will  re- 
'quire  it,  we  are  willing  to  receive  the  sentence 
'  of  death,  and  to  asperse  thy  name.  We  eu- 
'  gage  obedience  to  thy  laws  so  long  as  it  shall 

•  be  thy  will;  but  when  thy  glory  makes  the 
'  demand,  we  will  no  longer  desire  a  know- 
'  ledge  of  thy  ways.  We  will  breathe  our 
'  venom  upon  the  cause  of  religion,  and  upon 
^  the  cross  of  Christ.'  For  it  amounts  to  all 
this,  when  we  say  that  we  are  willing  to  be 
condemned.  But  does  the  covenant  of  grace 
ever  imply  a  possibility,  that  we  should  be 
required  to  be  piously  willing  to  seek  the 
honor  and  glory  of  God  in  any  other  path, 
than  that  which  leads  to  the  gates  of  heaven  ? 
God,  in  order  to  manifest  the  immutability  of 
this  counsel  and  covenant,  hath  sworn  by  two 
immutable  things.  Why  then  will  the  chris- 
tian dare  to  affirm,  what  he  would  do,  when 
an  actual  call  to  that  purpose  must  make  the 
Divinity  mutable  ?  It  is  morally  impossible  to 
be  piously  resigned  to  condemnation.  Actu- 
al resignation  can  never  precede  the  consci- 
ousness of  being.  Are  we  informed  that  in 
some  future  time  there  will  be  a  call  for  us  to 
exercise  charity  upon  an  object,  which  will 
then  exist ;  w^e  purpose  to  comply  with  this 
call,  when  the  existence  of  the  object  and 
other  cireum.stances  shall  render  it  practica- 
ble. But  this  previous  purpose  is  by  no  means 
an  actual  deed  of  charity.  The  sinner  may 
say  that  he  is  willing  previous  to  his  death 
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to  repent ;  yet  this  assertion  is  far  from  be- 
ing an  exercise  of  repentance.  With  what 
propriety  can  we  proclaim,  that  we  bear 
with  fortitude  a  burden  that  never  has  been 
imposed  upon  us ;  or  that  we  patiently  en- 
dure a  chastisement,  which  never  has  been 
inflicted  ?  The  very  form,  in  which  the  affir- 
mative of  the  question  is  constructed  proves 
the  impossibility  of  the  exercise  which  we 
deny.  '  I  am  willing  to  be  condemned,  if 
^it  should  be  God's  will.'  The  condition, 
here  inserted,  proves  the  present  non-exist- 
ence of  the  exercise.  If  the  doctrine  of  chris- 
tian perseverance  be  true,  it  is  morally  im- 
possible, that  he  should  acquiesce  under  and 
be  resigned  to  condemnation  ;  for  such  an 
event  can  never  overtake  him.  To  what 
then  is  he  resigned,  and  where  is  the  end 
and  object  of  such  resignation?  He  is  resign- 
ed to  just  nothing.  Thus  it  is  evident  that 
the  doctrine  is  visionary,  resting  entirely  upon 
supposition  and  conjecture. 

The  idea  of  entire  submission  and  unreserv- 
ed resignation,  is  thought  by  some  to  counte- 
nance and  support  the  affirmative  of  the  ques- 
tion. Unreserved  resignation  requires  us  to 
renounce  and  dissolve  an  unbecoming  attach- 
ment to  all  the  objects  of  time  and  sense. — - 
By  a  variety  of  motives,  consisting  in  selfish- 
ness, in  pride,  in  the  desire  of  honour,  and  the 
propensities  to  present  security,  we  may  be 
induced  to  reject  from  our  intercourse  many 
forbidden  things,  reserving  to  ourselves  a  fa« 
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vomile  number,  upon  which  to  lavish  the 
whole  energies  of  the  h^  art.  Should  we  re- 
duce all  our  idol  gods  to  a  single  image,  wo 
are  still  at  an  infinite  distance  from  genuine 
worship  ;  for  this  remaining  image  may  entire- 
ly command  the  powers  and  exercises  of  the 
soul.  The  work  of  renunciation  then  must  bo 
thorough  and  unreserved.  Should  we  preserve 
our  favourite  passion  unrestrained,  or  one  lust 
un mortified,  we  thereby  preserve  a  source  of 
pollution,  sufficient  to  overwhelm  and  extin- 
guish every  spirk  of  divine  love,  and  every 
pious  principle  of  the  heart.  We  are  requir- 
ed to  make  an  entire  surrender  of  all  our  sen- 
sual pleasures  ;  but  does  this  prove  that  we 
must  be  willing  to  be  condemned  ?  It  is  our 
indispensable  duty  to  submit  to  the  divine 
will  in  all  the  works  of  obedience.  The. 
outward  observance  of  apart  of  his  laws 
and  statutes  would  not  distingush  us  from 
the  unbelieving  world.  Our  obedience  must 
be  punctual  and  thorough  ;  though  it  re- 
qi;ire  the  extiuction  of  pride  and  the  aban- 
don uient  of  a  thousand  alluring  joys.  Docs 
this  prove  that  we  must  be  willing  to  re- 
ceive sentence  of  condemnation  ?  Unre- 
served resignation  requires  us  to  acquiesce 
under  all  the  dispensations  of  Divine  Provi- 
dence, and  to  tread  with  willing  steps  that 
path  of  tribulation  and  sorrow,  into  which  we 
may  be  called  by  the  wise  counsellor  above, 
who  knows  all  the  proportions  of  light  and 
darkness,  of  pain  and  joy,  and  of  hope  and 
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fear^  that  are  necessary  to  bring  us  to  the 
gates  of  glory.  According  to  the  gospel  re- 
quisitions we  are  bound  to  submit  ourselves 
into  the  hands  of  God,  to  overrule  our  life 
and  the  concernments  of  the  soul  accord  in  o* 
to  the  dictates  of  his  holy  will  and  pleasure. 
This  surrender  is  made  by  the  christian  under 
the  cheering  illumination  of  faith,  and  the 
consolatory  influences  of  a  well-grounded 
hope.  With  unmurmuring  fortitude  we  sub- 
mit to  the  trials  and  sufferings,  which  are 
brought  upon  us.  Yet  we  have  no  exercise 
in  this,  which  in  the  least  resembles  a  willing- 
ness to  endure  the  wrath  of  God  for  ever. — 
Like  Moses  we  choose  ralher  to  suffer  with 
the  people  of  God,  than  to  enjoy  the  pleasures 
of  sin  for  a  season.  We  run  with  patience  the 
christian  race  that  is  set  before  us ;  looking  un- 
to Jesus  the  author  and  finisher  of  our  faith, 
who  for  the  joy  that  was  set  before  him,  en- 
dured the  cross,  and  despised  the  shame. — - 
The  exercises  of  unreserved  resignation  are 
always  subjoined  with  this  petition  to  the  so- 
vereign controller  of  all  events ;  do  thou  more 
and  better  for  us,  than  we  are  able  to  ask  or 
think.  And  it  w@uld  be  more  in  conformity 
with  the  deepest  depravity,  than  with  the  di- 
vine pleasure,  should  our  resignation  include 
a  willingness  to  become  the  vessels  of  wrath 
fitted  for  destruction.  It  is  a  lamentable  cir- 
cumstance, that  the  entire  submission  is  so 
much  wanting  among  many,  who  entertain 
the  pleasing  hopes  of  Heaven.  It  also  deserves 
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a  tear,  that  any  should  think  that  by  unreserv- 
ed reconciliation,  they  must  be  willing  to  be- 
come irreconciled,  and  wander  in  hopeless  ex- 
ile from  the  love  of  God.  Shimbering  on  the 
lap  of  carnal  security,  the  apostate  world  have 
HO  conception  of  the  nature  and  character  of 
I  he  divine  law.  The  immutable  basis,  on 
M'hich  it  is  founded,  its  righteous  and  unyield- 
ing'demands,  and  the  holiness  of  its  princi- 
ples, are  all  wrapped  in  darkness  before  their 
eyes.  Do  they  believe  there  is  something, 
which  bears  the  name  of  divine  law  ?  they 
are  not  alarmed  by  any  apprehension  of  its 
dreadful  execution  upon  them  ;  but  entertain 
a  delusive  hope,  that  a  few^  days  devoted  to 
the  works  of  obedience  in  any  future  and  con- 
venient season,  will  be  fully  and  sufficient  to 
secure  the  privileges  and  benefits  of  the  sons 
of  God.  It  is  a  peculiar  effect  of  renewing 
and  quickening  grace  to  reveal  the  divine  law, 
and  enlighten  the  mind  with  just  views  of  its 
character.  It  now  appears  in  its  amazing 
height, and  depth, and  length,  and  breadth, in- 
finitely holy,  and  essentially  equitable.  This 
view  of  the  divine  law  is  always  accompanied 
with  lively  conceptions  of  our  sins  and  trans- 
gressions. We  discover  their  heinousness  and 
turpitude,  and  are  persuaded  that  no  mortal 
can  be  justified  by  the  deeds  of  the  law. 
There  is  sufficient  defect  and  impurity  in  our 
most  exalted  virtues,  and  in  our  most  hallow- 
ed services,  to  extinguish  forever  the  hopes  of 
salvation  upon  the  ground  of  perfect  obedi- 
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ence,  which  the  law  demands.  ^'  Without 
the  law,"  said  the  apostle,  ^'  I  was  alive 
once ;  but,  when  the  commandment  came, 
sin  revived,  and  I  died."  Under  a  know- 
ledge of  the  divine  law,  and  the  conscious- 
ness of  his  great  guilt,  every  true  believer  is 
constrained  to  acknowled2:e,  that  he  has  no 
claim  to  the  divine  favor,  and  that  it  would 
be  just  in  God,  should  he  cut  him  off,  and 
make  him  as  miserable,  as  he  has  made  him- 
self sinful  ;  and  he  will  ever  gaze  with  pious 
wonder  upon  that  triumphant  mercy  of  which 
he  is  the  spared  and  living  monument.  But 
our  feeling  that  it  would  be  just  in  God  to 
consign  us  our  portion  in  the  chambers  of 
death  and  despair,  furnishes  no  kind  of  proof 
that  we  are, or  possibly  can  be,  willing  to  en- 
dure eternal  suiTering.  In  the  confession  of 
our  guilt  we  acknowledge  that  the  throne  of 
God  would  be  for  ever  spotless,  had  we  been 
doomed  to  the  wretchedness  we  deserve. — 
Yet  by  this  it  is  never  implied  that  we  are 
willing  to  receive  sentence  of  condemnation, 
any  more  than  to  drink  of  the  cup  of  oblivion, 
or  to  rebel  against  the  commandment  of  God, 
and  become  converted  into  pillars  of  salt. 
The  convicted  criminal  may  realize  and  ac- 
knowledge the  equity  of  the  law  by  which  he 
is  condemned.  He  Qiay  be  convinced,  that 
he  justly  deserves  to  suffer  the  penalty,  which 
it  righteously  demands.  Still  however  he 
would  gladly  escape  with  impunity  ;  and  he- 
sitate not  to  use  every  eKeriion,  which  ??^ay 
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possibly  effectuate  his  purpose.  The  con- 
sciousness of  deserving  punishment  in  no  in- 
stance implies  a  willingness  to  endure  it, 
much  less  with  the  loss  of  life,  and  with  the 
certainty  of  everlasting  misery.  Were  it  pos- 
sible to  suspend  the  dread  and  aversion  from 
death  ;  would  that  render  us  the  most  suita- 
ble subjects  for  the  reception  of  divine  par- 
don ?  Were  we  willing  or  could  we  readily 
become  willing,  to  receive  the  curse  of  God ; 
what  feeble  eifects  would  the  proclamation 
of  pardon  produce  upon  us !  But,  while 
we  fear  and  dread  the  sentence  of  death,  the 
tidings  of  mercy  are  enrapturing  ;  and  we 
can  never  sufficiently  praise  that  omnipotent 
hand,  which  hath  brought  us  up  from  the 
gates  of  death,  snatched  us  as  brands  from 
the  burning  and  made  us  the  subjects  of  a 
blissful  immortality. 

The  doctrine  which  the  ajffirmative  of  the 
question  announces,  is  attended  with  injuri- 
ous effects  upon  the  cause  of  religion.  Our 
holy  religion  is  perfectly  amiable,  possessing 
internal  and  intrinsic  excellence.  A  practi- 
cal reo^ard  to  its  sublime  doctrines  and  rii>hte- 
ous  precepts  furnishes  a  glorious  display  of  its 
worth  and  loveliness.  The  Divinity  has  wise- 
ly warned  the  world  of  the  danger  of  deviat- 
ing from  its  requisitions,  or  incorporating  with 
them  the  idle  chimeras  of  human  speculation. 
She  can  derive  no  advantage  from  ornaments 
and  decorations,  that  are  brought  from  the 
field  of  supposition  and  conjecture.      They 


SENTIMENTS  ON  EESI GN ATlONo        1 1 1 

only  serve  to  veil  her  celestial  image,  dislost 
her  features,  and  diminish  the  power  of  her 
charms.  The  christian  who  imbibes  the  doc- 
trines of  the  gospel,  whose  life  and  manner-^ 
are  meliorated  by  their  influence,  who  reveals 
the  lovely  forms  of  holiness  and  virtue  before 
our  eyes,  commands  the  affection  of  our  heart?, 
and  inspires  a  fervent  wi>h  to  walk  in  new- 
ness of  life  with  the  saints  of  God.  On  the 
other  hand  we  may  be  preser^ted  with  pi- 
ety  under  such  colours,  as  are  nearly  forbid- 
ding. When  its  possessors  di.«fcovered  an 
austerity  of  manners,  and  a  sourness  of  tem- 
per and  disposition;  when  they  rigidly  main- 
tain the  necessity  of  marvellous  exercise,  and 
establish  their  hopes  upon  evidences  far  with- 
out the  sphere  of  visible  and  practical  obedi- 
ence to  the  rules  and  spirit  of  the  gospel ; 
when  they  pretend  to  frequent  interviews  with 
the  angels  and  ^j^irits ;  when  they  pretend  to 
be  instructed  bj  audible  voices;  when  they 
pretend  to  have  travelled  in  trances  to  the 
heights  of  heaven,  to  the  depths  of  the  earth, 
and  to  the  chambers  of  the  morning;  when 
they  attest  the  truth  of  these  preteoces  with 
sighs  that  chili  the  blood,  and  groans  of  deep 
distress;  when  they  exhibit  these  things,  re- 
ligion assumes  an  aspect  entirely  <iestitute  of 
charm  and  attraction.  Of  this  kind  is  the 
pretended  willingness  to  receive  condemna- 
tion.  This  exercise  is  announced  and  deem- 
ed essential  to  the  evidence,  that  we  are  the 
children  of  God.  A  band  of  believers  preseof 
k2 
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themselves  before  us,  richly  instructed  in  the 
school  of  experience.     They  are  treadino^  the 
path  of  Zion,  surrounded  by  celestial  light. 
They  invite  us  to  accompany  thetii  on    their 
glorious  journey;    but    proclaim,    ''Ye    also 
'•'  must  be  willing  to  extinguish  the    love  of 
^'  life,  and  at  a  moment's  warninoi:  to  strip  oft' 
*•'  the  garmants   of  salvation.      Ye    must  be 
*•'  willinof  to  see  your  names  erased  from  the 
'•  book  of  glory,  an  I  enrolled  ou  the  register 
''  of  infernal  spirits."     From   these  require- 
ments we  shrink  back  with  horror.   Our  path 
is  darkened,  our  hopes  languish,  and  the  love- 
liness of  religion  ceases  to  pour  its  enchant- 
ment upon  our  souls. 

The  doctrine,    which   is   oppjsed   in    this 
chapter,   is  among  those  things  v/hich  preju- 
dice mankind  against  reliijion.     The  feelinos 
of  the  natural  heart  are   always  ready  to  aid 
and  confirm  the  errors  of  a  distempered  head. 
Exorbitant  pretensions  concerning  patriotism, 
benevolence   and   religious  exercise,  cannot 
fail  to  excite  suspicion,   and  create  aversion. 
Are  these  pretensions  inconsistent  with  prac- 
tical truth  .^  do  they   contain    the    means    of 
their  own  demolition  ?    we  are  generally  wil- 
ling to  give  them  suflicient  latituJe  to  destroy 
in  our  view  reil  and  existing  principles.    The 
world  is  nol  careful  to  discriminate  piety  from 
its  mutilated  forms,  nor  religion  from  its  abu- 
ses and  corruptions.     Thus  they  judge  Chris- 
tianity to  be  flibulous,  and  deny  the  celestial 
...:,.:^  ^f  ^-oiicvjoa.     When  we  hear   the  ob- 
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tensible    friends    of  the  gospel   proclaiming 
such  acquisitions  of  love  and  resignation,  that 
they  could  willingly  submit  to  condemnation  ; 
we  search  the  reahiis  of   moral  agency,    and 
all   the  records  of  divine  requirement,    aed 
finding  nothing  to  countenance  such  doctrine, 
we  are  liable  to  believe,  that   all  religion  is 
but  an  empty   shadow.     We    should  all  do 
well  to  remember  that  Moses,  when  about  to 
build    the  Tabernacle,   was    admonished   of 
God  ;    *'  See  thou  do  all  things  according  to 
"■  the  pattern  showed  thee  on  the  mount." — 
Then  will  our  *'  light  so  shine  before  others, 
''  that  they  seeing  our  good  works  glorify  our 
"  heavenly  father."     Were  we  actually  wil- 
ling to  be  condemned,  what  shocking  effects 
would    be    produced   in  the  conduct  of  life  ! 
There  is  a  connexion  between  our  actions  and 
our  will,  and  every  performance,  that  is  des- 
titute of  volition,  is  but  an  empty  form.    We 
are  required  to  love  our   neighbors   as   our- 
selves; and  it  is  evident,  we  must  love  our- 
selves as  our  neighbors.     If  then  we  are  wil- 
ling to  endure  the  wrath  of  God  we  are  wil- 
ling that  others  should  likewise  perish.  What 
rational  soul,  however,  would  not  be  shocked 
at  hearing  us  declare  our  willingness  that  our 
fellow  mortals  should  become  the  subjects  of 
condemnation?  We  should  behold  their  blood 
upon  the  skirts  of  our  garments  without  a- 
larm  or  dismay.     And  there  is  the  same  pro- 
priety in  declaring  that  we  will  lead  our  fel- 
^  low  mortals  to  the  gates  of  death,  if  it  sheuld 
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be  for  the  divine  oflorv,  as  in  asserting  that  we 
woiiM  become  the  subjects  of  condemnation 
upon  the  same  supposition.  Where  then  is 
our  concern  for  the  salvation  of  others?  To 
what  amount  are  oiir  exhortations,  our  warn- 
ings, th:^t  others  may  flee  from  the  wrath  to 
come?  it  is  h  ippy  for  the  world,  that  behev- 
ers  do  not,  and  cannot  practice  in  conformity 
with  this  doctrine  of  wild  an(i  extravagant 
speculation.  And  it  is  also  happy  that 
those  who  think  they  stand,  are  prompted  by 
the  holy  spirit  to  take  heed  le^t  they  fall.  Ac- 
cording to  the  wise  arrangement  of  things,  the 
edification  of  the  saints  is  made  to  depend 
very  much  upon  social  intercourse,  and  upon 
reciprocal  aid  and  instruction.  Peter  was  thus 
admonished  by  the  Redeemer:  *' When  thou 
^*  art  converted,  strengthen  thv  brethren  " — 
Timorous  faith  solicits  the  befriendino;  assist- 
ance  of  enlightenedexpcrience,  and  is  often 
strengthened  and  confirmed  by  the  counsel  it 
receives.  The  brightest  gem  may  lose  its 
lustre  in  a  solitary  residence ;  so  our  virtues 
may  be  stripped  of  their  essemtial  properties, 
and  expire  in  the  cells  of  seclusion.  Chris- 
tian exercises  are  quickened  and  rendered 
brilliant  by  serious  society,  and  they  receive  a 
lasting  polish  from  devout  association.  Do  we 
mingle  with  the  righteous  ?  we  discover  in 
their  sentiments  and  lives  an  actual  exposi- 
tion of  the  divine  word,  and  a  clear  illustra- 
tion of  the  efficacy  of  its  doctrines.  The  light 
of  their  example  gives  to  the  momeBtous  con- 
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cernments  of  the  soul  a  pleasing  and  encour- 
aging aspect  Onr  serious  inquiries  are  re- 
warded b)'  accessions  in  knowledge,  growth 
in  grace,  and  by  the  blissful  expansions  of 
heavenly  light.  Persuaded  that  our  tempo- 
ral and  eternal  happiness  depends  upon  a 
proper  and  unreserved  submission  to  the  di- 
vine will,  we  are  all  anxious  to  obtain  a  hope- 
ful assurance  that  our  submission  is  the  pure 
and  unadulterated  ofispring  of  grace.  Do  we 
enquire  of  those,  in  whom  we  have  reposed  an 
unsuspecting  confidence'?  and  do  they  inform 
us,  in  solemn  sanctity,  that  our  resignation  is 
but  a  painted  bubble,  floating  upon  the  sur- 
face of  troubled  waters,  unless  wc  are  willing 
to  drink  for  ever  of  the  vials  of  divine  wrath  ? 
the  cold  tremors  of  doubt  and  despair  pervade 
our  hearts.  Tfie  love  of  life,  the  love  of  ho- 
liness, the  love  of  heaven  are  all  alarmed  at 
the  thought  of  their  ow  n  extinction.  Thus  we 
are  kept  in  a  distressing  posture  without  the 
threshold  of  the  visible  temple.  We  long  for 
that  table  whose  bounties  are  interdicted,  and 
for  a  communion  with  that  Redeemer,  by 
whose  blood  we  had  indulged  a  hope  that  we 
were  sprinkled,  and  united  with  the  saints  of 
the  living  God.  Believers  are  often  called  to 
visit  the  sick  and  dying.  It  is  a  reasonable 
expectation,  that  we  should  enter  their  sol- 
emn chambers,  to  administer  the  balm  of  con- 
solation. There  is  often  a  serious  demand  for 
our  faithful  exertions,  in  order  to  remove  those 
bewildered  thoughtSj  fears,  and  doubts,    that 
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are  common  to  dissolvino^  nature.  Delisrbt- 
fill  is  the  consciousness  of  being  honored  as 
the  instruments,  employed  in  quickening  the 
hopes  and  confirming  the  faith  of  departing 
piety,  to  assist  with  guardian  angels  in  pro- 
curing from  dying  hps  the  song  of  victory. — 
These  agreeable  effects  however  are  prevent- 
ed, when  we  demand  a  willingness  of  them 
to  be  condemned,  as  an  indispensable  evi- 
dence that  they  are  the  children  of  God.  By 
questions  of  this  nature  we  darken  their  pros- 
pects, enhance  the  pangs  of  agony,  and  en- 
curtain  a  dying  bed  with  terror  and  dismay. 
Wandering  beyond  the  boundaries  prescribed 
to  our  agency  by  infinite  wisdom,  we  are  lia- 
ble to  convert  into  torture  the  consolations  of 
religion,  and  to  envelope  ourselves  and  others 
in  doubt  and  darkness.  The  above  observa- 
tions have  all  been  made  in  sincerity.  It  is 
known  they  are  not  congenial  to  the  specula- 
tive opinions  of  many  renowned  christians. — 
It  is  believed,  however,  that  they  are  consist- 
ent with  the  rules  and  requisitions  of  the  gos- 
pel. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

COUNTERFEIT  RESIGNATION  EXPOSED. 

THE  picture  of  human  life  is  crowded  with 
delusions.  In  this  state  of  imperfection,  none 
are  favored  with  an  exemption  from  their  in- 
fluence. The  strictest  vigils  of  philosophy;  the 
most  assiduous  precautions  of  reh'gious  wis- 
dom are  incompetent  to  prevent  their  subtle 
encroachments.  From  the  birth  of  time  to 
the  present  day,  man  deceived  has  been  the 
deceiver  of  man.  By  the  artifices  of  aspiring 
ambition,  how  many  miserable  generations 
have  been  employed  in  forging  the  chains  of 
slavery  for  their  necks,  while  they  fondly  in- 
dulged a  belief,  that  they  were  manufactur- 
ing gems  and  ornaments  to  bespangle  their 
own  garments  ;  yea,  they  have  been  employ- 
ed in  accumulating  around  them  the  poison- 
ing darts  of  calamity,  while  they  dreamed  of 
strewing  with  flowers  their  path  to  the  grave. 
Political  delusions  are  not  more  frequent  than 
those  of  a  religious  nature.  What  mon- 
strous conceptions  and  adulterous  doctrines 
are  palmed  upon  mankind  by  imposture,  de- 
fended by  bigotry,  protracted  by  the  collis- 
ions of  parties,  and  consecrated  by  the  as- 
sumed prerogatives  of  pious  zeal.  We  deem 
it  a  reproach  to  our  understandings  and  in- 
tegrity to  be  deluded  by  our  fellow  creatures. 
We  had  rather  endure  fatigue  and  pains,  than 
be  decoyed  into  rest,  through  the  avenues  of 
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designed  enchantment.  Hence  we  are  prompt- 
ed to  guard,  with  some  degree  of  watchful- 
ness, aoainst  the  delusions  to  which  we  are 
exposed  from  the  beguiling  labours  of  men. 
Yet  our  vigilance  is  insuiiicient  to  procure  us 
an  elevation  above  the  empire  of  deception 
Our  defence  ao-ainst  self  delusion  is  naturally 
feeble.  There  are  few  fears  to  excite  our 
caution,  and  no  mortified  pride  to  enforce  a 
personal  examination.  Thus  we  learn  to  live 
on  fiction.  A  pleasing  phantom  may  become 
the  staff  of  our  life.  Do  our  self  delusions 
contain  a  promise  of  our  temporal  and  eternal 
felicity?  We  embrace  them  with  avidity, 
and  oppose  with  violence  those  solemn  truths, 
which  require  the  enchanting  pictures  of  de- 
lusion to  be  dissolved.  Counterfeit  resigna- 
tion is  among  the  religious  delusions  to  which 
we  are  exposed.  Depraved  and  wretched  as 
we  are,  we  fondly  attach  the  name  of  resig- 
nation to  carnal  languor,  to  insensibility,  and 
to  our  philosophic  bravery.  Are  we  enabled 
by  a  natural  magnanimity  to  endure  with 
unmurmurino'  fortitude  the  calamities  of  life? 
we  obtain  an  ideal  rank  for  ourselves  among 
the  sons  of  evangelical  submission.  Know- 
ing that  tranqi'iility  and  peace  of  conscience 
are  the  effects  of  resignation,  we  suppose  that 
every  tranquilizing  influence  arises  from  that 
source.  The  impaired  patient  who  lingers 
on  the  verge  of  death,  whose  slumbers  are 
procured  by  opiates,  not  suspecting  his  criti- 
cal condition,  dreams  himself  into  loaig  life. 
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Thus  are  the  pangs  of  our  moral  distempers 
and  the  rising  murmurs  of  thespirit  suppressed 
by  the  slumberous  nostrums  of  self-righteous- 
ness, or  by  the  babu  of  security  ;  we  flatter 
ourselves,  that  we  have  escaped  from  danger, 
and  smile  as  we  give  to  our  souls  the  counter- 
feit blooii  of  immortal  health. 

The  subjects  of  resignation  arc  all  suppos- 
ed to  be  ready  for  an  entrance  into  glory  ;  and 
can  we  pass  the  scenes  of  life,  with  quiet  and 
composed  steps  ?  Can  we,  from  any  causCj 
declare  that  we  are  willing  to  die'?  we  are 
sure,  that  the  surviving  will  believe  that  we 
sleep  in  Jesus.  Though  it  excite  the  frowns 
of  the  world  to  expose  its  false  religion 
and  exhibit  the  deceitfulness  of  the  human 
heart ;  yet  there  may  be  some  returning  with 
joy  from  their  enchantments,  praising  their 
Maker,  that  their  delusions  were  dissolved, 
and  succeeded  by  the  hallow^ed  forms  of  truth. 

Natural  and  revealed  religion  require  us  to 
resign  and  renounce  all  our  sensual  pleasures 
and  dissipating  amusements.  These  things 
generally  control  the  morning  of  life.  The 
taste  and  feelings  are  alive  to  their  delicious 
influence,  and  the  fancy  uncorrected*  by  the 
dictates  of  sober  reason,  promises  a  charm  to 
every  rising  desire.  As  man  advances,  his 
predilection  to  the  gaudy  vanities  of  sensua- 
lity gradually  diminishes,  and  becomes  sup- 
planted by  different  propensities.  The  rigo- 
rous demands  of  domestic  exigence  ;  the  ob- 
jects of  honour  and  ambition,  together  with 
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a  variety  of  new  attractions  beget  an  aversion 
from  the  scenes  of  youthful  folly.  The  cham- 
bers of  hilarity  are  stripped  of  their  delight 
before  him,  and  he  chants  at  the  sound  of 
the  viol  no  more.  Through  the  deception  of 
the  heart  he  easily  obtains  a  belief,  that  he 
Las  taken  an  important  step  on  his  passage  to 
glory.  He  looks  v/ith  indignant  scorn  upon 
the  employments  that  once  constituted  su- 
|)reme  delight  to  his  soul.  He  displays  to  the 
world  the  ensigns  of  victory  and  triumph.— 
Marvellous  are  the  feats  of  victory  over  pro- 
pensities and  pleasures  that  expired  of  them- 
selves. Marvellous  to  relinquish  the  objects 
that  are  removed  from  us  by  unavoidable  ne- 
cessity. This  strong  infatuation, however, be- 
comes one  of  the  subtle  features  in  counterfeit 
resignation.  Often  do  we  suppose,  that  we 
have  made  very  signal  attainments  in  self  de- 
nial, when  in  reality  we  have  only  lost  our  re- 
lish  for  illicit  pleasures,  or  they  are  interdict- 
ed by  the  empire  of  fashion,  and  are  counted 
incompatible  with  the  pursuits  of  pride  and 
honour.  The  imprisoned  pirate,  whose  chains 
forbid  him  to  go  down  again  upon  the  deep, 
may  boast  of  acquiring  a  triumph  over  the  last 
struggles  of  a  disposition  to  plunder,  while 
his  chains  are  his  innocence,  and  the  bolts  of 
the  prison  his  virtue.  In  like  manner  may 
the  exhausted  voluptuary  boast  of  surmount- 
ing his  sensual  inclinations,  while  his  absti- 
nence is  n.^cessity,  and  his  reformation  a  sa- 
tiated appetite.     Our  lusts  and  our  evil  pas- 
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sioiis  are  liable  to  lassitude  and  decay.  The 
flame  of  lascivious  desire  is  sometimes  extin- 
guished by  its  excess,  but  more  frequently 
stiiled  in  consequence  of  the  experience  of  the 
maladies  it  inflicts  upon  its  possessors.  The 
fear  of  public  disgrace  may  have  a  powerful 
influence  in  restraining  this  polluting  propen- 
sity; and  it  is  sure  to  lanouish  with  the  dimi- 
nution  of  bodily  strength. 

From  the  cravings  of  sensuality  it  may  be- 
come our  greatest  concernment  to  riot  on  the 
bounties  of  Providence.  We  lavish  our  time 
and  exertions  in  procuring  luxuries,  in  coaipli- 
ance  with  the  demands  of  a  restless  and  ex- 
travagant taste.  But  appetite  is  liable  to  be 
w^orn  out  and  vitiated  by  a  licentious  indul- 
gence. Sickness,  pain,  and  the  distempers  of 
the  mind,  may  abate  its  violence,  and  change 
it  into  aversion. 

An  avaricious  lust  after  the  world  is  gener- 
ally insatiable.  Povidential  events,  however, 
may  check  its  exhorbitant  demands,  and  the 
occurrences  of  time  may  repress  its  grasping- 
rage.  The  solemn  conviction,  that  we  must 
soon  leave  our  glittering  treasures  to  an  un- 
thankful world,  our  splendid  tables  to  the  mer- 
riment of  unknown  successors,  throws  a  for- 
bidding discouragement  upon  the  toils  of  ava- 
rice. When  these  effects  are  produced,  we 
flatter  ourselves,  that  by  a  noble  magnanimi- 
ty we  have  resigned  and  renounced  our  lusl*. 
Wrapped  in  delirous  visions,  we  believe  our 
hands  to  be  unspotted  from  the  world  ;  we 
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discover  our  souls  purged,  by  moral  alchymy, 
from  their   pollutions.     We  feel  a   security, 
while  our  hearts  have  experienced  no  other 
change  than  the  loss  of  power  and  opportuni- 
ty, to  cherish  its  sensual  delights,  and  pour 
its  affections  upon  the  polluted  scenes  of  life. 
The  retirement  of  our  vices,  their  diminu- 
tion and  decay,  furnish  another  ina;redient  in 
counterfeit  resignation.     Malice,  hatred  and 
revenge,  with  other  passions  of  similar  turpi- 
tude, have  seasons  of  slumber  and  conceal- 
ment.    There  are  many  whose  characters,  to 
human  perceptions,  are  richly  adorned  with 
benevolence.    Their  malice  is  un awakened  by 
provocation.     Their  wishes  are  gratified  by 
the  smiles  of  prosperity,  and  their  inclinations 
are  neither  crossed  nor  molested  by  civil  dis- 
cord.    They  gaze  with  wonder  at  the  prevail- 
ing malice  of  mankind,  and  recoil  from  such 
instances  of  deep   depravity.     They  appear 
also  possessed  of  a  brotherly  benignity.    The 
envy  of  the  heart  is  secreted  from  view,  thro' 
motives  of  personal  emolument.     For  pro- 
motion and  popularity  are  best  attained,  by 
breathing  their  kind  and  friendly  wishes  upon 
the  world,  by  exulting  in  the  joys,  and  feeling 
in  a  three-fold  degree,  the  miseries  and  pangs 
of  their  fellow  creatures.     Their  revenge  ran- 
kles in  their  breasts,  but  the  finger  of  public 
scorn  forbids  its  visible  labors,  and  long-suf- 
fering and  forgivness  are  proclaimed    as  the 
brilliant  emblems  of  christian   distinction. — 
Whereas  a  change  of  conditional  circumstan- 
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ces  may  dissolve  the  specious  glare  of  their 
excellence,  and  summon  into  dreadful  energy 
their  evil  passions,  which  appear  like  raon« 
sters,  replenished  with  vileness  and  strength- 
ened  by  repose.  Thus  we  delusively  build 
our  hopes  upon  the  suspension  of  evil  and  up- 
on negative  virtue,  while  our  lusts  and  pas- 
sions are  neither  resigned  nor  renounced,  and 
while  we  have  no  acquaintance  with  that  sove- 
reign grace  which  is  necessary  to  their  real 
extirpation.  Our  claims  to  faithful  husbandry 
can  be  but  feebly  supported,  when  we  pass 
the  ground  destroying  the  thorn  and  the  bram- 
ble, but  leaving  the  unsubdued  soil  to  repeat 
its  natural  growth  and  produce  its  poisonous 
plants.  Yet  such  is  our  delusion,  that  the 
suppressing  of  an  evil  propensity,  or  the  ex- 
tinction of  one  vicious  inclination  begets  an 
opinion,  that  we  have  complied  with  the  re- 
quirements of  self  denial.  We  fold  our  hands 
to  rest,  while  iniqafty  is  rapidly  ripening  in 
our  corrupt  and  uo regenerate  hearts. 

It  is  difficult  to  distinfruish  whether  evil 
habits  be  renounced  from  selfish  motives,  or 
from  the  triumphs  of  gracious  and  pious  prin- 
ciples. Man  may  be  induced  by  a  revived 
sense  of  decorum  and  the  natural  love  of 
character  to  discard  many  traits  of  conduct 
that  are  unbecoming.  But  this  will  constitute 
no  title  to  true  resignation.  Evil  habits  ar© 
subject  to  a  change  of  forms;  and  it  is  often 
conjectured,  that  the  evilis  renounced,  wheo 
it  is  only  concealed  u  nder  new  and  less  alarm- 
l2j 
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ing  appearances.  What  a  variety  of  changes 
there  are,  through  which  the  habit  of  intem- 
perance may  advance  !  With  the  same  char- 
acter, it  may  pass  from  a  gluttonous  reception 
of  food,  to  an  extravagant  use  of  inebriating' 
liquid  ?  and  from  these,  into  an  infinite  vari- 
ety of  excesses.  Other  habits  are  subject  to 
similar  variations  of  forms.  Present  habits 
and  indulgences  conceal  their  iniquity  and 
danger  from  the  discernment  of  carnal  minds ; 
and  men  rejoice  in  the  exploits  which  they  have 
performed  in  renouncing  the  habits  of  evil  de° 
portment,  while  no  deed  of  the  flesh  has  been 
subdued  by  the  spirit,  and  no  gracious  affec- 
tion has  ever  glowed  in  their  hearts.  Vain 
are  reformations,  that  are  not  followed  by  the 
fruits  of  righteousness.  Transient  are  those 
hopes,  which  are  not  built  upon  grace ;  and 
counterfeit  is  that  resignation  which  renounces 
the  world,  but  retains  a  rebellious  spirit  a- 
gainst  the  sovereignty  of  Heaven. 

The  sin  of  idolatry  has  darkened  the  com- 
plexion of  the  ages  that  are  past,  and  tar- 
nished with  deep  disgrace,  the  dignity  of  man  ; 
and  its  prevalence  in  the  heathen  world,  is 
still  acknowledged.  An  escape  from  idola- 
trous guilt  furnishes  a  security  to  many  of  our 
fellow-creatures.  They  believe  idolatry  to 
consist  in  clothing,  with  Divine  attributes, 
some  warrior,  sage  or  mortal  goddess,  in  pour- 
ing out  the  praise  of  the  heart  to  images  of 
polished  clay,  and  in  burning  incense  to  the 
invisible  tenants  of  the  sky.  They  can  hear- 
tily boast  of  having  renounced  these  impious 
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and  disgraceful  practices,  as  an  effrontery  up- 
on reason  and  the  immortal  Divinity.  They 
can  now  hear  the  awful  threatenings  denoun- 
ced against  the  children  of  idolatry  without  the 
least  alarm.  They  felicitate  themselves  that 
they  have  washed  their  hands  in  innocence, 
and  drawn  around  them  the  spotless  diadem. 
Others  of  deeper  thought,  conscious  that  a 
supreme  attachment  to  any  created  object  is 
idolatrous,  have  so  manfully  exerted  their 
strength  in  the  work  of  renunciation,  that 
there  is  no  remaining  image  having  sufficient 
influence  to  command  their  reverence,  their 
prayers,  and  the  affections  of  the  heart.  Des- 
titute of  Divine  love,  shrouded  in  the  dark- 
ness of  depravity,  they  are  composed,  and 
cherish  the  pleasing  hopes  of  Heaven.  There 
are  others,  who  may  have  been  merely  con- 
victed of  idolatrous  sins,  who  may  love  and 
serve  the  Lord,  from  the  good,  they  hope  to 
obtain  from  his  munificent  hand.  They  may 
extol  his  name,  through  fear  of  punishment, 
and  detest  the  whole  scenery  of  idol  objects, 
in  order  to  conciliate  bis  favor.  Deceived  by 
their  specious  but  counterfeit  emblems  of  pi- 
ous distinction,  they  enrol  their  names  among 
the  godly  and  the  resigned,  and  while  stran- 
gers to  the  cross,  bearing  the  weapons  of 
spiritual  rebellion. 

In  surveying  the  prevalent  vices  of  the 
world,  we  naturally  feel  a  peculiar  pleasure, 
that  our  own  agency  has  not  been  employed 
in  their  production.     Not  being  chargeable 
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with  the  profanation  of  holy  time,  blasphemous 
language,  intemperance,  violence,  injustice  ; 
our  pride  receives  additional  plumes,  and  w^e 
fancy  ourselves  the  blissful  objects  of  moral 
purity,  and  loudly  vociferate  our  thanks,  that 
we  are  not  like  other  men.  In  like  manner, 
we  view  the  superstitious  notions  and  delete- 
rious doctrines,  that  are  current  with  man- 
kind, and  rejoice  that  they  are  not  enrolled 
among  the  tenets  of  our  own  faith.  How 
often  are  we  heard  to  describe  the  chimerical 
opinions  of  others,  their  absurd  and  pitiful 
platforms,  exulting,  that  we  are  not  blindly  led 
to  embrace  these  diso:raceful  religious  absur- 
dities.  By  proving  that  we  are  not  the  vota- 
ries of  superstition  and  bigotry,  we  delusively 
arrive  to  the  pleasing  assurance,  that  we  are 
what  we  ought  to  be,  in  perfect  conformity 
with  Divine  requisition.  Great  is  the  deceit- 
fulness  of  the  human  heart,  and  great  the 
danger  of  those  sweet  delusions  in  which  it 
wraps  our  immortal  souls.  Were  we  allow- 
ed the  privilege  of  naming  before  the  tribunal 
of  God  ten  thousand  crimes  of  which  we  had 
never  been  guilty,  and  as^many  follies  and  ab- 
surdities, which  we  had  cautiously  resigned 
and  rejected,  it  would  be  but  pronouncing 
our  own  condemnation,  while  destitute  of  ho- 
liness and  the  renewed  image  of  the  Divinity. 
Thus  do  we  renounce  the  vices  of  the  times 
and  the  false  doctrines,  that  prevail  in  the 
v/orld.  It  may  charm  our  souls  to  rest  for  a 
time;  but  may  leave  a  probability,  that  we 
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also  discard  t])e  doctrines  of  the  gospel,  that 
our  purity  is  negative  and  our  resignation  of  a 
coiuiterfeit  kind. 

Numerous  are  the  refuges  invented  by  the 
wretched  sobjects  of  apostacy.     Their  muni- 
tions of  safety  are  constructed  with  the  most 
brittle  and  perishable  materials.     They  often 
consist  in  nothing  more  than  visionary  spec- 
ulations, and  the  treacherous  hopes  of  favor 
and  strength,  yet  to  be  manifested.     When 
these  are  deserted,  they  resort  to  the  citadel 
that  is  erected  by   the  amicable  charities   of 
life,  and  the  soie  eiliciency  of  the  moral  vir- 
tues.    Being  driven  from  this  by  the  misgiv- 
ings and  fears  of  conscience,   they  seek  their 
safety  in  long  and  sooorous  prayers,  frequent 
seasons  of  fasting,  and  sighs  of  solemn  mel- 
ancholy.    Sensible  that  the  atonement  for  sin 
must  be  procured  by  expiatory  sacrifices  and 
suffering,  they  think  to  co-operate  with  the 
lamb  of  God  in  this  great  achievement.  Thus 
they  retire  to  penance,  mortify  and  torture  the 
body,  confident  that  they  have  left   behind 
them  every  refuge  of  lies  to  be  swept  away  by 
the   hail     They  make  frequent  mention  of 
their  ill  deserts,  their  great  sufferings  and  ap- 
pear to  long  for  opportunities  to  suffer  more 
for  the  sake  of  Christ  aad.iiis  kingdom.    With 
peculiar  ease  and  readiness  we  conceal  vital 
pollutions  under  the  gaudy  colours  of  a  self- 
righteous  mantle,  and  fondly  cherish  the  be- 
lief, that  we  are  the  children  of  Heaven  and 
her   favorite   sons,    when   hypocrisy   is    dis- 
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tilling'  its  fatal  poison  upon  the  soul.  The 
real  christian  enlightened  by  the  spirit  of 
truth,  can  well  remember  the  rovings  of  a  de- 
ceitful heart,  the  various  positions  he  had  tak- 
en for  security,  how  often  he  had  received 
alarm  and  again  cried  peace  to  his  soul,  be- 
fore his  pride  and  enmity  had  been  radically 
removed  by  grace,  before  he  was  constrained 
to  be  willing  in  the  day  of  God's  power;  and 
before  his  resignation  was  rendered  genuine 
by  the  transforming  infusions  of  divine  love. 
To  resign  the  soul  and  all  its  momentous 
concerns  to  the  hands  of  God,  fixes  on  man 
an  everlasting  distinction.  Here,  as  in  other 
things,  we  are  liable  to  delusion.  It  is  not 
difficult  to  submit  ourselves  to  the  control  of 
Heaven,  while  the  divine  government  wears 
a  propitious  aspect.  There  are  visitations, 
which  may  awaken  the  murmurings  of  the 
heart  contrary  to  previous  opinion  and  ex- 
pectation. Motives  of  temporal  emolument 
and  personal  glory  intrude  upon  us  and  main- 
tain their  influence  in  disguise.  In  discrimi- 
nating their  agency  from  the  real  influence  of 
grace,  the  powers  of  natural  discernment  are 
thoroughly  baftied.  Could  christian  charity 
have  ever  suspected  the  insincerity  and  vo- 
luntary deception  of  many  di&ciplcs  of  Jesus  1 
Had  they  adopted  the  following  language  : 
*^  We  have  forsaken  the  endeared  spot  of  our 
nativity,  the  delightful  abodes  of  childhood 
and  youth  ;  we  have  torn  ourselves  from  the 
embraces  of  filial  and  conjugal  affection,  and 
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left  them  to  mourn  our  absence  ;  and  now^ 
O  son  of  God,  we  subject  ourselves  to  thy 
government  and  the  righteous  counsels  of  thy 
will."  Yet,  when  they  were  informed,  that 
the  Redeemer's  gifts  did  not  consist  of  earth- 
ly splendour  and  secular  distinction,  but  of 
sjDiritual  bread  and  manna,  that  came  down 
from  heaven,  they  forsook  him  and  fled.  We 
may  suppose  ourselves  entirely  resigned  to 
the  doctrines  of  Christianity.  Are  there  any, 
however,  that  oppose  our  fixed  opinions,  re« 
quiring  our  debasement  and  humiliation  ?  we 
are  ready  to  debar  their  influence  and  rank 
them  among  the  secrets,  that  belong  to  the 
Lord.  We  lay  down  the  weapons  of  rebel- 
lion, but  wish  to  reserve  some  favourite  toy 
and  pleasure  to  beguile  the  hours  of  sorrow, 
and  drive  the  rising  gloom  from  the  mind. 

There  is  a  constitutional  insensibily  in 
some,  that  is  easily  mistaken  for  pious  tran- 
qulity  and  actual  resignation.  They  are 
moulded  to  apathy  and  formed  of  fibres  so  ob- 
durate and  fixed,  that  it  requires  the  warmest 
greetings  of  prosperity  to  excite  a  smile  upon 
them,  and  when  excited,  the  loudest  thunder- 
ings  of  adversity  are  scarcely  competent  to 
drive  it  away.  They  meet  with  the  loss  of 
friends,  but  this  is  insufficient  to  press  the 
tear  of  sorrow  from  their  eyes,  or  to  wring 
one  drop  of  agony  from  the  heart.  They  dis- 
cern the  approach  of  public  calamity  ;  they 
observe  its  threatening  aspect,  yet  they  are 
free  fina  fear  and  trembling,  their  sluoabers 
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are  unmolested  and  their  concerns  are  still 
preserved  from  derangement.  Composure, 
bravery  and  peace  of  conscience  b^ing  the 
notable  attributes  of  resignation,  they  have 
no  hesitancy  in  maintaining  their  claims  to 
its  possession. 

Many,  who  are  naturally  susceptible  of 
deep  and  lively  impressions,  become  harden- 
ed under  the  influence  of  habit.  The  re- 
peated strokes  of  calamity  benum  the  pow- 
ers of  sensation  and  often  enfeeble  the  ener- 
gies of  thought.  Looking  back  upon  our 
childhood,  what  trembling  awe  did  then  per- 
vade our  bosoms,  in  observing,  for  the  first 
time  an  eclipse  of  the  meridian  sun  ?  In  w^hat 
solemn  and  fearful  attitudes  have  we  listened 
to  the  voice  of  the  winds  roaring  in  the  moun- 
tain forest.  How  sensibly  have  we  felt  the 
sweet  emotion  of  joy  and  pity,  as  we  viewed 
the  panting  dove  ei^caped  from  th^  deathly 
talons  of  its  bloody  pursuer?  And  who  can 
describe  the  thrilling  dread,  we  have  experi- 
enced, when  first  informed  by  maternrl  lan- 
2:uao'e,  that  we  were  dviriii'  worms  hastenino- 
to  the  du^t  whence  we  came?  These  vivid 
susceptibilities  are  in  a  great  measure,  de- 
stroyed by  time  and  habit.  V/e  easily  learn 
to  behold  the  most  dismal  phenomena  of  na- 
ture without  dismay.  We  hear  the  cries  of 
agony  from  the  beds  of  deatli  without  any 
very  lively  emotions.  And  the  momentous 
realities  of  death  and  judgment  can  scarcely 
awaken  a  fear  or  command  a  serious  thouo:ht. 
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The  noisy  clarion  of  war,  that  awakens  the 
ardor  of  the  soldier,  may  be  employed  by 
habit,  to  lull  the  infant  to  sleep.  Thus  under 
the  reiterated  shocks  of  adversity  and  frowns 
of  Divine  Providence,  we  are  liable  to  be- 
come hardened  and  unmoved  with  the  ini-^ 
pressions,  which  these  things  are  designed  to 
make  upon  the  heart  and  mind.  Possessing 
a  calm  and  quiet  disposition,  we  are  not  anx- 
ious to  inquire  whether  it  consist  in  the  hab- 
itual sloth  of  feeling  and  stupid  security,  or 
in  the  exercises  of  pious  reconciliation.  We 
suppose  we  are  resigned  to  the  Divine  will, 
when  we  are  only  doomed  to  a  sluggish  indif- 
ference by  the  power  of  habit. 

In  conformity  with  the  natural  pride  of  the 
heart,  we  are  prompted  to  endure  disaster 
and  what  is  usually  denominated  the  misfor- 
tunes of  life.  The  school  boy,  who  can  bear 
the  chastisements,  that  are  inflicted  upon  him 
with  the  fewest  tears  and  least  complaint,  who 
is  least  affected  by  the  accidental  w^ounds  he 
receives  in  the  sportive  gambols  on  the  green, 
is  at  once  entitled  to  the  praise  of  his  fellows 
for  manliness  and  bravery.  This  disposition, 
which  reveals  itself  in  childhood,  is  carried 
into  the  succeeding  stages  of  being,  and  into 
scenes,  where  its  consequences  are  of  a  mo- 
mentous nature.  How  many  seem  to  exult  in 
giving  particular  descriptions  of  the  losses  and 
calamities,  that  have  markefi  their  progress 
in  the  world.  They  deem  it  degrading  to 
the  dignity  of  man  to  allow  a  depression  of 
M 
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spirits  from  imavoidable  trials.  They  delight 
to  display  their  fortitude  and  their  own 
strength,  and  hide  their  murmu rings  from 
others,  until  they  become  invisible  to  their 
own  eyes.  They  pass  through  all  the  vicis- 
situdes of  time,  musing  with  delusive  joy,  on 
the  fictitious  portrait  of  resignation. 

There  are  but  few,  who  have  the  boldness 
to  deny  the  rectitude  of  the  holy  divinity.  It 
comports  with  the  fashion  of  the  day  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  ''whatever  is,  is  right,'  and 
to  announce,  at  least,  a  speculative  opinion, 
that  all  thino^s  will  redound  to  the  s^reatest 
good.  The^se  ideas  are  comprised  in  the  sav- 
age song,  and  in  civilized  praise  ;  they  are 
named  alike  by  the  lips  of  the  infidel  and 
the  true  believer.  Under  the  wei2:ht  of  trial 
and  calamity  we  are  prone  to  hope,  that  some 
ultimate  advantage  corresponding  with  our 
wishes,  will  succeed  our  troubles.  The  toils 
and  fatigues  of  life  are  patiently  endured  un- 
der the  sustaining  expectation  of  arriving  to 
great  enjoyment.  A  speculative  belief  in  the 
wise  and  merciful  designs  of  God,  combined 
with  the  hopes  of  obtaining,  happiness,  have 
a  natural  tendency  to  compose  the  mind,  in 
meeting  the  afOictive  dispensations  of  Heaven. 
The  pains  of  a  day  or  a  night  are  easily 
charmed  away  :  we  are  assured,  they  are  but 
the  pangs,  that  precede  the  birth  of  new  and 
lasting  joys.  And  do  we  expect  that  our 
afflictions  will  bring  about  that  good,  after 
which  we  are  aspiring?  the  murmurings  of  the 
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heart  are  suppressed,  and  a  philosophic  but 
delusive  calmness  pervades  the  mind.  Des- 
titute of  the  gifts  of  grace  and  the  purifying 
influences  of  the  spirit,  this  calmness  is  re- 
sembled by  the  suspended  commotion  of 
troubled  and  unhealed  v/aters  :  it  deposits  a 
deadly  sediment  in  the  springs  of  life. 

It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  what  men 
would  do,  had  they  power  proportioned  to  the 
measure  of  their  evil  propensities.  We  are 
informed  from  Divine  authority,  that  the  heart 
is  deceitful  above  all  things  and  desperately 
wicked  ;  that  we  have  said  unto  the  Lord, 
depart  from  us,  for  we  desire  not  a  know- 
ledge of  thy  ways  ;  and  to  the  Redeemer  we 
will  not  have  thee  to  rule  over  us.  But  irresist- 
ible necessity  curbs  our  ferocity  into  a  visible 
tameness,  and  keeps  in  concealment  much 
of  the  malignity  of  nature.  Born  to  depend- 
ence, we  find  ourselves  surrounded  by  dan- 
gers and  trials,  from  which  there  is  no  escape. 
We  are  more  helpless  than  the  fowls  of  the 
air;  for  the  eagle  can  soar  on  high,  and  leave 
the  storm  to  roar  and  rage  below  ;  and  more 
helpless  than  the  beasts  of  the  forest  ;  for 
they  can  hear  the  sound  of  the  horn  and  the 
prancing  of  the  hunters  afar  off  and  flee  into 
refuge  ;  but  man  cannot  evade  by  any  possi- 
ble artifice  or  physical  strength  the  afflictions 
and  calamities,  to  which  he  is  righteously 
doomed.  They  enter  alike  w  ithin  the  portals 
of  magnificence  and  the  tent  door  of  the  pil- 
grim.    They  descend  alike  upon  the  fool  and 
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the  philosopher.  Experience  speedily  informs 
that  resistance  is  vain  ;  that  our  stru^sles  a- 
gainst  unavoidable  calamities  give  a  greater 
depth  and  more  imbittered  poignancy  to  our 
v/ounds.  To  repine  at  events  that  have  tak- 
en place,  can  never  alter  them  or  cause  them 
to  be  disannulled.  Unto  this  argument  we 
all  recur  for  comfort  and  support.  Natural 
reason  and  enlightened  philosophy  induce  a 
persuasion,  that  fortitude  and  patience  will 
best  subserve  our  interests  and  assuage  our 
grief.  The  composure,  that  is  produced  in 
the  mind  from  a  conscious  inability  of  mak- 
ing successful  resistance,  furnishes  no  colour 
of  evidence,  in  favour  of  evangelical  submis- 
sion. The  tyger,  in  bondage,  will  howl  and 
bite  his  chains,  till  he  find  his  labours  fruit- 
less, then,  nor  till  then,  will  he  tamely  lay 
down  to  rest.  Thus  man  under  the  irresisti- 
ble destinies  of  Heaven,  may  rage  until  rag- 
ing become  hopeless,  and  then  be  tired  into 
visible  submission, retaining  within  him  all  the 
subtle  ingredients  of  a  carnal  mind. 

Public  calamities  are  dismal  and  affecting  ; 
yet  they  are  often  productive  of  changes  suit- 
ed to  the  interest  and  [}romolion  of  some,  and 
suddenly  remove  from  their  eyes  the  tears  of 
sympathetic  sorrow  and  excite  the  blush  of 
joy.  Jealousy  perpetually  broods  on  the  hearts 
of  the  avaricious.  There  is  always  some  sup- 
posed impediment,  the  removal  of  which  they 
earnestly  desire.  Contagious  and  fatal  dis- 
ease frequently  gives  them  an  opportunity  to 
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extend  the  land  marks  of  their  possessions ; 
and  by  the  exit  of  their  fellow  creatures  to 
concentrate  in  themselves,  a  larger  share  of 
lucrative  business.     Feeble  are  the  struggles 
of  friendship  against  the  power  of  interest  and 
after  a  few  fashionable  sighs  and  lamenta- 
tions, they  survey  with  perfect  composure  the 
ravages  of  death  upon  their  fellow  men.    Civil 
convulsions  and  national  revolutions  promise 
bread  to  the  wretched,  emancipation  to  the 
prisoner,  and  aggrandizement  to  restless  and 
aspiring  ambition.    Hence  a  considerable  pro- 
portion of  the  community  will  bear  with  for- 
tiLude  these  awful  calamities,  so  Ions:  as  thev 
can  be  sheltered  from  personal  evil.  The  seats 
of  promotion  excite  their  hopes ;   the  wide  field 
of  speculation  is  opened  before  them ;  riches 
and  honor  demand  their  courage,  and  they 
.: :  quietly  resigned  to  these  afHictive  visita- 
tions.    When  the  heavens  frown   upon  the 
earth  and  cause  her  fruits  to  fail,  and  ibe  poor 
:re  heard  to  cry  for  bread  ;  are  there  none 
who  patiently  submit  to  this  dreadful  judg- 
ment, computing  their  enhanced  gains  upon 
their  stores  and  the  enlarged  revenue  of  their 
inerchandi:ze  ?  Being    deeply   depraved   and 
liable  to    self-deception,  it  is  not  uncommoiii 
to  imagine  ourselves  resigned,   when  honor, 
prooQotion,    and  private   emolument  are  the 
procuring  causes  of  our  quietude  and  patience. 
Thong^h  this  kind  of  resignation  have  consid- 
erable  currency  in  the  world,  it  is  counterfeit 
and  false,  ^nd   it  evinces  a  danererous  and 
m2 
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blind  security  to  hazard  upon  it,  for  an  hour, 
the  welfare  of  the  soul.  It  is  almost  impossi- 
ble to  be  unaffected  by  the  dissolution  of  ten- 
der and  endeared  relatives.  A  variety  of 
causes,  however,  entirely  foreign  from  Divine 
grace,  may  have  a  tendency  to  allay  the  an- 
guish of  bereavement  and  restore  to  the  mind 
a  species  of  tranquility.  Violent  agitations, 
both  in  the  natural  and  moral  wold,  are  gen- 
erally of  short  continuance,  and  they  are  suc- 
ceeded by  quietude  and  silence.  The  foun- 
tain of  extreme  grief  is  soon  exhausted,  and 
the  convulsive  emotions  of  the  heart  waste 
their  strength  and  subside.  The  bosom  of 
the  mourner  is  open  to  the  reception  of  rest 
from  the  diverting  and  composing  intluenceof 
surrounding  objects.  Among  the  mysteries 
of  life  is  the  conduct  of  the  husband,  who  re- 
turns from  the  solemn  interment  of  his  com- 
panion, and  wipes  away  his  tears  to  select  a 
second  bride,  and  meditate  upon  her  charms. 
With  great  facility  he  obtains  a  triumph  over 
his  recent  affliction,  treading  again  in  be- 
wildered vision  the  enchanted  paths  of  youth. 
Under  these  circumstances  he  readily  con- 
cedes to  the  doctrine,  that  God  is  just,  and 
that  the  judge  of  all  the  earth  will  do  right. 
The  legacy  from  a  departed  brother,  and  the 
enlargements  of  our  possessions  are  them- 
selves so  pleasing  to  nature,  that  they  may 
have  an  imperceptible  but  powerful  influence 
in  composing  the  mind,  and  in  making  us  ac- 
knowledge that  all  things,  under  the  Divine 
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control,  shall  work  iogether  for  good.  In 
cases  of  this  kind  natural  causes  produce  a 
kind  of  quietude  and  submission,  which  to 
mortal  eyes  may  look  like  resignation,  but  to 
the  searching  discernment  of  the  Divinity  they 
are  mockery  and  delusion. 

How  wretched  are  those,  who  are  neglect- 
ed  and  deserted  in  the  hour  of  tribulation, 
having  none  to  discern  with  tenderness  their 
tears,  orto  hear  with  compassion  their  grievous 
complaints.  Sweet  is  the  voice  of  pity  to  the 
sons  of  sorrow.  It  diffuses  a  soothing  influ- 
ence over  the  distressed  heart,  and  excites  the 
softened  energies  of  responsive  feeling,  under 
which  the  poignancy  of  grief  is  forgotten  and 
lost.  It  is  what  ancient  affliction  earnestly 
solicited  :  ^'  Have  pity  on  me,  O  ye,  my 
friends,  for  the  hand  of  the  Lord  hath'touch- 
ed  me."  The  afflicted  well  know,  with  Vv'hat 
sincerity  they  have  welcomed  to  the  chanjber 
of  distress  their  sympathizing  friends.  And 
with  what  undissembled  gratitude  they  have 
received  the  alleviating  cordials  of  pity. — 
Such  are  our  social  ties,  and  such  the  depen- 
dencies of  life,  that  we  not  only  seek  relief 
from  others,  but  actually  obtain  support  from 
the  benevolence  and  pity  of  our  fellow-crea- 
tures. The  alleviation  of  sorrow  thus  pro- 
cured, is  far  from  proving  that  we  are  the 
subjects  of  gospel  reconciliation.  For  this 
must  arise,  not  from  the  commiseration  of 
man,  and  the  tender  services  of  mortal  be- 
nevolence, but  from  the  compassion  and  pity 
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of  nncreated  eyes,  and  from  the  holy  infkiencc 
of  Divine  grace. 

The  necessary  cares  of  life  have  a  great  in- 
iluence  in  wearing  away  the  grievous  impres- 
sions of  calamity.  Called  from  the  cells  of 
sorrow  into  the  scenes  of  secular  concern- 
ment, our  tears  are  gradually  diminished,  and 
the  distress  of  the  heart  is  imperceptibly 
transfused  into  a  variety  of  cares,  where  its 
imbittered  influence  is  felt  no  more.  The 
solicitude  of  the  widowed  parent  for  a  sur- 
viving infant  ;  her  anxious  endeavours  to  de- 
fend it  from  the  intrusion  of  pain  and  the 
hand  of  death  ;  her  toils  to  procure  its  com- 
fortable support  ;  the  plans  which  she  feel- 
ingly devises  to  adorn  with  science  its  tender 
years,  and  give  it  an  honorable  entrance  into 
active  life  ;  all  these  things  alleviate  the  pres- 
sure of  bereavement  Being  sustained  far 
beyond  her  expectp.tions,  fhe  is  liable  to  con- 
clude, that  the  spirit  hath  helped  her  infirmi- 
ties, that  her  composure  is  the  result  of  grace, 
when  it  may  be  nothing  more  than  the  effect 
of  diverting  objects.  It  is  hard  for  the  mourn- 
er to  enter  the  circles  of  gaity  and  fashionable 
amusement.  And  it  is  hard  to  endure  a 
melancholy  seclusion  from  the  world.  It  is 
frequently  thought  a  sufficient  apology  for 
recurring  to  scenes  of  vanity,  can  we  persuade 
ourselves,  that  we  do  it  with  reluctance  and 
entirely  to  prevent  our  falling  a  sacrifice  to 
dejection  and  gloom  ?  Amusement  diverts  the 
mind,  removes  the  anguish  of  the  heart ;  and 
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we  return  from  the  enchanting  chambers  of 
mirth  and  pleasure,  divested  of  our  melan- 
choly burdens.  It  this  way  we  forget  our 
chastisements  ;  smile  in  our  security,  and  re- 
joice that  our  darkness  and  sorrow  were  tran- 
sient as  the  morning  cloud.  This,  however, 
furnishes.no  colour  of  evidence,  that  our  will 
is  subdued  and  our  hearts  subjected,  through 
the  influences  of  grace,  to  the  will  of  the  holy 
Divinity.  It  is  morally  possible  to  submit  with 
calmness  to  afPdctive  events,  and  yet  be  des- 
titute of  genuine  resignation.  Men  may  ])a- 
tiently  endure  distressing  calamities,  having 
no  discernment  of  God  nor  reverence  for  his 
holy  name ;  and  they  may  scarcely  be  able 
to  ascertain,  whether  their  trials  are  the  re- 
sult of  chance  or  arise  from  the  control  of  a 
sovereign  God.  When  bereaved  of  an  en- 
dearing object,  it  is  the  particular  unhappi- 
ness  of  some  to  lose  their  relish  for  every  re- 
maining blessing.  They  become  the  wretch- 
ed votaries  to  a  sullen  melancholy.  Their 
minds  are  soured  by  disappointment  and  the 
extinction  of  pleasing  hopes  ;  and  they  look 
with  disdain  upon  all  sublunary  enjoyments. 
In  their  distress  they  are  heard  to  exclaim, 
our  joy  is  darkened  !  The  comforts,  of  which 
we  are  so  liable  to  be  deprived,  are  not  wor- 
thy of  our  affection.  We  have  no  wish  to 
prolong  our  painful  pilgrimage  on  the  earth. 
Thus  they  think  themselves  resigned.  The 
cup  of  affliction  is  pressed  to  the  lips,  and 
thcv  are  not  desirous  to  have  it   removed. 
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They  are  willing  to  languish  away  beneath 
the  rod  of  chastisement.  All  this  is  entirely 
opposite  to  evangelical  resignation.  It  is 
more  like  the  deliriiira  of  a  character  drawn 
in  romance,  who,  being  disappointed  in  the 
object  of  his  affections,  retreats  from  the  world 
and  becomes  the  voluntary  victim  to  sor- 
row, hoping  that  unborn  generations  may  be 
made  to  weep,  as  they  read  the  inscription 
upon  the  urn,  that  contains  his  dust. 

That  man  is  righteously  doomed  to  suffer- 
ing, in  consequence  of  his  sins  and  numerous 
imperfections,  is  a  truth  universally  acknowl- 
edged. Entertaining  a  belief  that  our  suffer- 
ing may  appease  the  wrath  of  an  offended  Di- 
vinity, we  endure  with  unmurmuring  forti- 
tiade  the  afflictions  and  calamities,  into  which 
we  are  providentially  called.  Even  the  chris- 
tian, not  always  alive  to  a  correct  discern- 
ment of  things,  secretly  cherishes  an  expecta- 
tion, that  his  pains  and  distresses  may  in  some 
measure  answer  the  demands  of  Divine  jus- 
tice and  obtain  at  least  the  favour  of  Heaven. 
On  this  ground  his  hopes  of  a  blissful  immor- 
tality, are  brightened  and  rendered  sustain- 
ing to  his  soul.  Oh  ye  followers  of  Jesus, 
have  you  never,  in  your  unguarded  moments, 
admitted  the  vain  thought,  that  present  suf- 
ferings will  entitle  you  to  future  rewards? — 
When  wearisome  days  and  nights  have  been 
appointed  unto  you  ;  when  you  have  experi- 
enced bereavement  on  every  side ;  and  when 
you  have  seen  the  wicked  exulting  in  their 
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prosperity,  have  you  not  been  comforted  from 
an  idea,  that  jou  were  actually  atoning  for 
your  sin  and  purchasing  a  crown  of  eternal 
life  ?  Are  christians  liable  to  these  deceiving 
thoughts  ?  it  is  evident  that  the  unregenerate 
embrace  them ;  that  they  are  sustained  in  their 
trouble  by  their  influence,  and  erect  upon  them 
their  hopes  of  glory.  The  following  soliloquy 
of  a  deluded  and  unrenewed  soul  very  proba- 
bly contains  the  sentiments  of  a  considerable 
part  of  mankind. 

^'  Hard  fortune  has  pursued  me  hitherto  in 
life.  The  cruel  hand  of  adversity  has  robbed 
me  of  every  dear  delight ;  while  others  have 
basked  in  the  radiance  of  prosperity,  grief 
and  sorrow  have  overwhelmed  me.  I  am  con- 
scious of  guilt,  but  my  sufferings  will  purge  it 
away.  The  last  pang  of  agony  will  soon  ar- 
rive. The  scene  will  change  and  joy  and 
gladness  will  ^become  my  portion.  I  shall  a- 
rise  from  tribulation  in  spotless  purity,  hav- 
ing suffered  to  full  amount,  for  my  sins  and 
transgressions."  By  this  strange  infatuation, 
they  are  induced  to  submit  to  calamity  with 
great  composure.  They  vainly  attach  to  suf- 
fering the  office  of  atonement,  which  is  the 
exclusive  prerogative  of  the  bleeding  and  dy- 
ing Lord.  Although  their  resignation  admi- 
nisters a  transient  support,  and  promises  the 
inheritance  of  approaching  felicity,  it  is  coun- 
terfeit, impious  and  vain,  and  will  be  swept 
away  as  a  refuge  of  lies. 

A  quiet  submission  to  death  is,  generally^ 
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thought  to  be  .*;ynonymou.s  to  a  preparation 
for  that  momentous  event.  Surviving  affecticn 
mourns  in  hope  over  the  graves  of  those,  who 
calmly  relinquished  the  tenure  of  r.ioital  life, 
and  retired  without  reluctance  to  the  world  of 
spirits.  Dying  language  is  solemn,  and  cha- 
rity forbids  a  suspicion,  that  it  ever  proceeds 
from  wilful  hypocrisy  and  designed  decep- 
tion. A  word,  therefore,  uttered  under  an 
immediate  view  of  eternity,  furnishes  in  kin- 
dred opinion  as  much  assurance,  as  though 
it  were  pronounced  by  an  angel.  Stained  with 
guilt,  fearless  of  God  and  averse  from  his  so- 
vereign  grace  many  are  found,  who  are  ulti- 
mately composed  in  the  hour  of  dissolution, 
decbring  with  their  latest  breath,  that  they 
have  no  desire  to  live,  that  they  are  willing  to 
depart.  Hence  it  is  not  the  greatest  of  mys- 
teries, that  the  pencil  of  friendship  is  employ- 
ed to  paint,  in  glory,  so  many  of  the  deceas- 
ed. Indeed,  there  are  but  ^ew  whom  she  re- 
fuses to  consio^n  to  a  o^lorious  immortalitv. — 
Were  we  not  liable  to  delusion,  to  deceive 
ourselves  and  others,  both  in  life  and  in  death, 
observations  upon  this  point  would  be  ren- 
dered unimportant.  Since,  however,  the  heart 
is  deceitful;  since  it  is  written;  "  Not  every 
one  that  saith  unto  me  Lord,  Lord,  shall  en- 
ter into  the  kino:dom  of  heaven;"  and  since  it 
is  evident,  that  causes  foreign  from  grace,  may 
make  us  willing  to  die  ;  we  have  no  reason  to 
conclude  that  all,  who  meet  with  calmness 
their  great  change,  are  tho  subjects  of  genuine 
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resignation.  And  it  may  subserve  the  inter- 
ests of  the  immortal  soul,  to  expose  the  de- 
lusion, the  flattering  but  counterfeit  submis- 
sion, by  which  it  is  iminently  endangered. — 
There  are  a  variety  of  considerations,  which 
have  a  tendency  to  render  distressful  the 
chamber  of  sickness.  The  pleasing  projects 
of  ambition  pursued  in  health  with  untired  a« 
vidity,  are  suspended  and  wrapped  in  doubt. 
The  schemes  for  accumulating  riches,  are 
dissolved  and  leave  the  soul  to  be  tortured  by 
the  fruitless  cravings  of  avarice.  The  tender 
attachments,  that  are  felt  for  kindred  friends^ 
are  made  to  tremble  in  our  bosoms  throuoli 
the  fea,r  of  dissolution  ;  and  the  delicious  care 
of  providing  for  their  support,  and  aiding 
their  progress  in  life,  is  exchanged  for  a  pain- 
ful anxiety  concerning  their  welfare  in  the 
world.  A  thousand  joys  and  pleasures  refuse 
to  approach  the  gloomy  retreats  of  the  dis- 
eased ;  we  call  for  them  in  the  watches  of  the 
night,  but  we  call  in  vain.  Circumstances 
like  these  clothe  with  terror,  the  scene  of  con- 
finement. These  terrors,  however,  b^;'  imper- 
ceptible degrees  will  vanish  away.  The  fire 
of  ambition  is  gradually  extinguished,  when 
excluded  from  the  objects,  by  which  it  is  ex- 
cited. Under  the  languors  of  sickness  pro- 
perty is  divested  of  its  fascinating  power,  and 
reckoned  among  the  trifles  of  time.  Desire 
fails,  and  the  objects  of  the  world  appear  to 
be  worthless.  The  pleasures,  that  command^ 
ed  our  ea2:er  pursuitj  and  that  were  embrac* 
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ed  with  rapture,  no  longer  charm  our  hearts, 
and  we  become  willing  to  bid  adieu  to  life. 
Remembering,  with  what  ardent  conflicts  Ave 
first  meet  the  attacks  of  disease,  and  conscious 
of  our  present  quietude  and  calmness,  we  rea- 
dily include  ourselves  among  the  subjects  of 
resignation.  The  change  of  feeling,  produc- 
ed by  sickness  and  bereavement  entirely  from 
their  natural  influence,  is  often  blindly  mista- 
ken for  a  change,  that  must  be  efl"ectuated  by 
the  spirit  of  Divine  grace.  That  much  of 
the  submission,  which  is  discovered  in  the 
subjects  of  sickness,  is  counterfeit  and  false, 
can  hardly  admit  of  a  doubt.  Attending  phy- 
sicians!  how  many  have  you  si&cn,  who  were 
tranquil  and  calm  under  the  expectation  of 
death,  made  willing  by  long  confinement  to 
depart;  and  when  raised  to  health  again,  re- 
turning to  their  former  habits  of  vice,  resume- 
ing,  with  increased  efl'rontery,  the  weapons 
of  rebellion  against  their  God. 

The  lingering  ravages  of  mortal  disease  on 
the  body,  are  generally  accompanied  with 
pain,  or  with  a  restlessness,  which  is  irksome 
and  hard  to  be  endured.  No  object  is  too 
dear  or  too  precious  to  be  given,  in  order  to 
obtain  a  deliverance  from  excrutiating  dis- 
tress. Treasures,  that  are  accumulated  by 
the  anxious  labour  of  years,  and  preserved  as 
the  apple  of  the  eye, crowns  with  all  the  trap- 
pings of  human  grandeur,  would  be  freely  re- 
signed, could  they  purchase  an  escape  from 
the  pangs  they  are  doomed  to  feel.     When 
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despair  has  darkened  our  prospects,  and  all 
the  world  is  found  to  be  insufficient  to  afford 
ns  relief,  and  the  affectionate  commiseration 
of  our  friends  can  no  longer  sustain  our  spirits, 
we  are  compelled  to  look  for  rest  through  the 
gates  of  death.  We  become  willing  to  sleep 
in  the  dust. 

Were  resignation  the  offspring  of  pain,  we 
might  find  it  very  strikingly  displayed  on  the 
dying  couch  of  the  debauched  voluptuary  ;  in 
the  dismal  haunts  of  female  prostitution  ;  and 
in  the  dark  retreats  of  aged  intemperance ; 
fov  there  are  the  keenest  pangs  of  dissolving 
nature.  And  here  are  the  most  frequent  in- 
stances of  being  forced  by  pain,  to  long  for 
the  slumbers  of  death.  The  choice  of  disso- 
lution in  preference  to  life  is,  in  itself,  but  a 
Ae  and  fallacious  evidence  of  genuine  re- 

-_JP"  ^^  *^®  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Divinity.  And 
thou^  it  procure  the  hopeful  opinion  of  the 
world,  it  may  be  no  more  than  the  wild  infat- 
uation of  a  self-deluded  soul. 

The  relish  of  life  is  sometimes  destroyed,  by 
a  continual  series  of  adverse  events.  Nature 
alone  cannot  sustain  the  repeated  shocks  of 
calamity.  If  some  are  hardened  by  numerous 
chastisements,  others  languish  beneath  them 
like  the  sensitive  plant,  that  is  bruised  by  the 
foot  of  the  traveller.  Do  we  not  become  stu- 
pid and  callous  by  the  continuation  of  trou- 
ble? We  are  liable  to  fall  a  sacrifice  to  ex- 
cessive grief  and  unsanctified  sorrow.  When 
our  undertakings  are  rendered  abortive,  and 
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onr  desires  are  appointed  to  expire,  or  remain 
iingratifiedj  our  courage  faulters,  our  tempo- 
ral hopes  vanish  away,  and  despair  compels 
us  to  bow  to  its  dark  control.  Thus  we  are 
willing  to  leave  a  v/orld  of  toil  and  tribulation, 
and  to  lay  down  where  the  weary  are  at  rest. 
If  the  spirit  have  not  borne  testimony  with  our 
spirits,  that  we  are  the  children  of  God ;  if  we 
have  not  been  sprinkled  from  an  evil  con- 
science by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb ;  this  sub- 
mission to  death  is  but  a  proof  of  the  wretch- 
edness in  v/hich  we  are  involved. 

The  certainty  of  dissolution  is  among  the 
first  truths,  that  are  impressed  on  the  mind. 
Every  moment  confirms  the  solemn  reality, 
that  there  is  no  possible  way  to  elude  the  ap« 
preach  of  the  destroyer,  death;  no  bribes, 
nor  threatenings,  nor  tears  can  purchase  his 
forbearance  or  suspend  the  effects  of  his  cru- 
el toils.  Overtaken  by  desperate  disease,  it 
is  no  rarity  for  men,  from  the  necessity  of  their 
case  to  reason  themselves  into  a  kind  of  sub- 
mission. It  is  appointed  unto  all  men  once 
to  die.  A  few  fleeting  years  will  bring  the 
haughty  potentates  of  the  earth  and  their  dis- 
heartened slaves  alike  to  the  grave.  Tempo- 
ral existence  is  of  short  duration,  and  the  lon- 
ger it  is  protracted,  the  longer  we  are  in  dy- 
ing ;  for  life  itself  is  but  a  mere  lingering  kind 
of  death;  and  do  we  survive?  it  is  like  the 
mariner  rescued  from  the  quick  sands  to  fear 
and  tremble  another  hour,  and  then  to  fall 
upon  the  rocks  to  rise  no  more,     From  reasons 
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like  these,  they  learn  to  acquiesce  in  the  inevi- 
table doom,  and  decorate  their  own  tombs 
with  the  laurels  of  heroic  victory.  Destitute 
of  piety,  their  resignation  is  a  mere  phantom 
hoverin<r  over  a  bewildered  mind,  or  the  va- 
pour  that  sports  at  midnight  over  the  recepta* 
cle  of  dead  men's  bones. 

That  resignation  is  counterfeit,  which  ari- 
ses from  a  confidence  in  negative  virtue,  and 
an  exemption  from  particular  sins  and  daring 
criminality.  In  that  tender  age,  when  our 
parents  more  pious  than  prudent  labour  to  de- 
fend our  innocence,  by  erecting  around  us  a 
hedo^e  of  buo:bears  and  furies,  we  are  led  to 
believe,  that  some  sins  are  connected  with  in- 
evitable ruin;  and  to  avoid  them  is  thought 
an  infallible  security  both  to  our  temporal  and 
eternal  welfare.  The  consciousness,  that  we 
have  never  blasphemed  the  holy  Divinity,  nor 
treated  with  disrespect  his  counsels  and  gov- 
ernment, is  often  a  soothing  anodyne  to  the 
soul  in  the  hour  of  dissolution.  Can  we  lift 
our  hands  from  a  dying  bed,  and  declare  them 
unspotted  from  rioting,  from  injustice,  and 
other  sins  of  similar  turpitude?  it  begets  in 
the  natural  mind  a  pleasing  expectation,  that 
we  are  sufficiently  pure  to  reside  in  those  man- 
sions above,  where  nothing  shall  enter,  that 
worketh  abomination  or  that  maketh  a  lie.— 
Our  scrupulous  endeavours  to  avoid  certain 
transgressions  are  flattering  to  reflection  and 
excite  within  us  the  fallacious  hopes  of  Hea- 
ven, under  which  we  view  the  approach  of 
n2 
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death  with  tranquility.  It  ^vas  undoubtedly 
a  comforting  thought  to  Hazael,  that  he  was 
not  so  much  of  a  tyger  as  ever  to  be  guilty  of 
barbarous  cruelty;  but  it  was  to  his  condem- 
nation, that  he  then  possessed  a  heart  vile 
enough  to  murder  by  the  severest  tortures,  that 
could  possibly  be  employed  in  spreading  death 
through  the  female  world.  We  are  prone  to 
feel  a  security  in  life,  and  a  submission  to 
death  from  an  idea  that  we  are  free  from  the 
deeper  stains  of  guilt,  that  our  characters  are 
only  shaded  with  trifling  faults,  and  unavoid- 
able infirmities.  At  the  same  time  we  may 
possess  an  unsanctified  heart,  and  a  soul  that 
retains  not  a  single  celestial  feature. 

The  natural  man  places  great  confidence 
in  the  efficacy  of  moral  virtue.  Being  addict- 
ed to  habits  of  prudence,  and  prompted  by  the 
combined  influence  of  reason,  pride  and  am- 
bition to  the  practice  of  the  benevolent  and 
charitable  virtues,  he  supposes  his  claim  to 
future  happiness  unalterably  secured.  He  is 
highly  flattered  with  a  retrospective  view  of 
life.  From  the  specious  field  of  meritorious 
works,  he  gathers  flowers  to  strew  them  upon 
the  bed  of  death.  Self-righteousness  pours 
its  transient  lustre  upon  him.  Secure  and 
composed  he  resigns  himself  to  his  inevitable 
fate,  gazing  upon  the  star  of  his  God,  until  it 
become  a  star  of  wormwood,  and  shed  its  eter- 
nal bitterness  upon  his  deathless  conscience. 
An  awful  disappointment  awaits  us,  if  we 
depend  for  salvation  upon  our  own  strength. 
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and  are  tranquillzed  ivi  view  of  death,  by  the 
enchantment  of  our  own  excellence.  The  ba- 
lances are  in  the  hand  of  God,  and  do  we 
bring  forward  our  own  moral  virtues,  equal 
in  number  and  lustre  to  those  of  the  patriarch, 
when  weighed,  we  are  found  wanting!  The 
hand  writing  appears  upon  the  wall  of  our 
refuge.  Where  is  that  holy  Divinity,  who 
worketa  in  us  to  will  and  to  do  his  pleasure? 
Where  is  the  blood  of  atonement?  Was  it 
sprinkled  to  the  wind  ;  or  poured  out,  merely 
to  colour  the  cross  and  stain  the  ground,  on 
which  it  fell?  Where  is  that  righteousness, 
which  alone  cao  procure  cur  own  justifica- 
tion ?  Ah  !  to  be  soothed  to  rest  by  the  smiles 
of  our  own  virtue  is  counterfeit  resignation.— 
Better  hopes  may  be  entertained  for  such  as 
are  groaning  in  bondage  through  fear  of 
death;  who  tremble  at  the  multitude  and  e- 
normity  of  their  sins  ;  who  feel  the  most  ter- 
rific apprehensions  of  the  judgment  to  come, 
than  for  those,  who  have  worn  the  garments 
of  outward  purity ;  received  the  laurels  of 
mortal  praise  ;  and  calmly  bowed  to  the  em- 
pire of  dissolution  ;  yet  denying  and  reject- 
ing the  only  name,  whereby  we  can  be  saved. 
From  erroneous  and  partial  views  of  the 
Divinity  we  guild  with  delusive  hopes  the 
evening  of  life.  Mercy  and  benevolence  are 
the  pleasing  attributes,  to  which  we  repair  for 
support  in  seasons  of  tribulation,  and  also 
when  we  are  distressed  with  the  compunctions 
of  guilt ;  and  so  long  as  we  are  blind  to  Di* 
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vine  justice,  we  can  easily  tranquilize  our 
minds  under  an  expectation  of  relief  and  for- 
giveness. Surrounded  by  temptations,  we 
are  in  danjrer  of  falling;  throuob  the  wiles  of 
the  adversary,  and  no  artifice  has  procured 
him  more  victims  than  that  of  referring  us  to 
the  pardoning  mercy  of  Jehovah.  The  trai- 
tor, who  devises  and  premeditates  his  nefa- 
rious schemes  in  the  caverns  of  darkness,  re- 
coils from  his  owo  designs,  goes  forward  and 
recoils  again,  until  he  hear  it  whispered; — 
'^The  Almighty  is  long  suffering,  abundant 
In  mercy  and  goodness."  Hereby  the  admo- 
nitions of  conscience  are  consigned  to  silence, 
and  the  restraints,  arising  from  the  fear  of 
punishment  are  dissolved.  Inquire  of  the 
sons  of  poverty,  by  what  persuasion  they  were 
first  seduced,  from  the  path  of  honesty.  They 
will  probably  reply  ;  we  believe  our  necessi- 
ties were  known  of  God  ;  that  his  commiser- 
ation and  benignity  would  be  richly  exercised 
towards  our  souls ;  and  that  his  mercy  was 
always  ready  at  our  call.  Thus  we  yield  our- 
selves a  prey  to  seduction.  If  man,  by  reason 
of  a  deceitful  heart  and  perverted  understand- 
ing, be  capable  of  considering  the  Divine  at- 
tributes, in  such  a  point  of  view  as  to  encour- 
age the  indulgence  of  his  evil  propensities  ;  to 
remove  the  dread  of  future  retribution  ;  and 
to  compose  his  mind  in  the  presence  of  death; 
it  is,  by  no  means,  the  strongest  proof,  that 
he  is  possessed  of  that  holiness  without  which 
none  shall  see  the  Lord.     It  is  however  an  ev- 
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idence,  that  he  has  no  spiritual  discern- 
ment of  the  living  God,  that  he  has  never  felt 
the  power  of  conviction,  nor  the  terrors  of  the 
law.  It  is  an  evidence,  that  his  God,  divest- 
ed of  justice,  is  a  mere  creature  of  imao-ina- 
tion,  residing  in  the  fields  of  fiction. 

Some  quietly  meet  their  great  change,  while 
their  quietude  proceeds  from  no  other  cause 
than  thoughtlessnes  and  stupidity.  Man  of- 
ten languishes  away,  without  the  experience 
of  any  very  forceful  impressions,  from  the  dan- 
ger, by  which  he  is  threatened.  Debilitated 
by  the  influence  of  disease,  eternity  and  its 
momentous  realties  are  far  beyond  the  sphere 
of  his  meditations.  Anxiety,  fear  and  hope 
all  slumber  beneath  the  languors  of  the  flesh. 
He  is  unable  to  inform  us,  which  he  prefers, 
life  or  death,  eternal  sleep,  or  an  endless  re- 
tention of  being.  Thus,  with  peculiar  felicity 
he  acquiesces  under  the  destiny,  that  awaits 
him,  and  becomes  a  fruitful  subject  for  praise 
on  the  page  of  periodical  print.  Resignation 
is  widely  different  from  thoughtlessness  ;  it 
is  always  accompanied  with  the  wakeful  en- 
ergies of  faith  and  love.  It  removes  the  sul« 
try  dulness  and  hazy  aspect  from  the  evening 
of  life,  and  opens  the  sou!  to  the  dawnings  of 
eternal  day. 

A  false  and  delusive  repentance  is  a  cause 
of  much  counterfeit  resign atioo.  There  are 
but  few  of  the  human  race,  who  are  entirely 
unacquainted  with  the  feelings  of  sorrow  for 
sin.     These  feelings,  however,  do  not  always 
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betoken  a  repentance,  that  is  unto  life.  Un- 
der the  bitter  experience  of  the  evil  conse- 
quences of  vice,  such  as  bodily  pain  and  the 
loss  of  physical  strength,  it  is  natural  to  be- 
wail our  follies  while  our  iniquity  appears  to 
be  unaccompanied  with  personal  harm,  while 
it  is  concealed  from  the  world  under  the  fic- 
titious visage  of  virtue,  we  often  forget  the 
necessity  of  repentance  ;  but  when  we  are 
providentially  unmasked,  and  our  iniquities 
appear  to  the  world,  with  heart  rending  ago- 
ny we  mourn  for  our  sins  ;  with  tears  of  an- 
guish we  survive  our  reputation,  and  tremble 
as  we  discern  our  names  transferred  to  the 
records  of  disgrace  and  shame.  A  great  part 
of  the  repentance,  that  we  discover,  does  not 
proceed  from  a  conviction,  that  we  have  of- 
fended a  holy  Divinity,  but  from  the  personal 
evils  by  which  we  are  overtaken,  and  from  a 
sense  of  the  shame  and  misery,  we  have 
doomed  ourselves  to  suffer.  Natural  dis- 
cernment does  not  discriminate  between  a 
false  and  genuine  contrition  of  heart.  Being 
conscious  on  the  bed  of  dissolution^  that  we 
deeply  lament  our  sins,  we  imagine  ourselves 
partakers  of  the  promises,  and  entertained 
with  the  dilicious  dreams  of  salvation,  we 
calmly  bid  adieu  to  life  and  submit  to  the 
sceptre  of  death. 

Counterfeit  resignation  is  among  the  effects 
of  a  wild  and  speculative  faith.  Combining 
an  extravagant  zeal  and  inflamed  enthusiasm, 
this  kind  of  faith  work^  wonders  in  the  minds 
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of  its  possessors.  It  gives  them  an  iindoubt- 
irjg  confidence  in  the  Divine  favour,  and  rep- 
resents in  cloudless  vision  the  mansions  a- 
bove.  It  elevates  them  above  the  world  and 
enables  them  to  commune  with  spirits  and  an- 
gels, with  the  greatest  familiarity.  Although 
it  refuses  to  work  by  love  and  purify  the  heart, 
it  attends  many,  even  in  a  dying  hour,  and 
throws  a  mimick  light  upon  the  falling  cur- 
tain of  time.  Pitiful  is  our  condition,  when 
our  resignation  arises  from  a  delirious  faith ; 
and  awful  will  be  our  disappointment,  do  we 
enter  the  valley  of  death,  bearing  the  blazing 
tapers  of  enthusiasm,  but  unaccompanied  witE 
the  reconciled  countenance  of  God. ^ 

From  motives  of  temporal  advantage  the 
appearance  of  religion  is  sometimes  artfully 
assumed.  It  is  dangerous  to  sport  with  holy 
things.  The  hand  of  infidelity  can  never  be 
placed  with  impunity  upon  the  ark  of  God, 
under  an  ostensible  endeavour  to  prevent  its 
falling  to  the  ground,  or  with  a  view  to  be 
ranked  among  the  household  of  faith.  It  is 
hazardous  to  take  the  incense  of  the  temple, 
in  order  to  perfume  the  garments  of  human 
grandeur.  Hypocrisy  may  be  commenced, 
with  a  design  to  deceive  the  world,  till  men, 
agreeably  to  their  intentions  and  hopes,  obtain 
the  reality  of  religion,  and  they  become  im- 
perceptibly involved  in  self  delusion.  They 
believe  themselves  possessed  of  intrinsic  ex- 
cellence, feel  enraptured  with  their  high  at- 
tainments, and  rejoice  under  the  imaginary 
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influences  of  Divine  grace.  Thus  they  are 
resigned  to  the  events  of  Providence,  and  un- 
moved with  terror,  submit  to  the  dominion  of 
death.  Were  charity,  this  moment,  to  bend 
from  the  skies,  would  she  frown  upon  the 
opinion,  that  there  are  many,  who  have  as- 
sumed the  dress  and  trappings  of  religion  ; 
have  lost  the  consciousness  of  their  own  hy- 
pocrisy, and  passed  in  visible  triumph  to  the 
world  of  spirits  ? 

Delusions  throng  the  walks  of  life  ;  they 
also  hover  over  the  perspectives  of  the  dying. 
In  some  they  destroy  the  apprehension  of  their 
ihipending  fate  ;  or  procure  an  indifference 
both  to  the  trifles  of  time  and  the  realities  of 
eternity.  They  wrap  the  consciences  of  some 
in  transient  but  fatal  slumber.  In  others, 
they  excite  a  train  of  delicious  hopes,  and 
spread  around  them  the  enrapturing  light  of 
assurance.  Thus  it  happens,  that  so  many, 
who  have  never  discovered  a  symptom  of 
piety,  announce  with  expiring  language  their 
willingness  to  depart.  The  effects  of  this 
counterfeit  resignation  are  not  confined  to  its 
immediate  subjects.  We  are  liable  to  an  in- 
discriminate belief,  that  submission  and  a 
preparation  for  death  are  of  the  same  import. 
We  have  feelings  of  tenderness  and  are  prone 
to  security.  Hence  we  readily  conclude  our 
friends  and  acquaintance  in  the  ftimiiy  of  the 
blessed,  can  we  but  near  from  their  lips,  the 
usual  language  of  submission  ;  though  they 
have  lived  without  God  in  the  world,  we  are 
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not  alarmed  at  the  thought  of  treading  m 
their  steps  ;  hoping,  like  them,  to  leave  the 
world  without  reluctance,  which  is  thought 
to  be  an  infallible  token  of  Divine  love.  Na-^ 
lure  allows  her  streams  to  sporty  as  they  de* 
scend  from  the  hills  to  linger  in  the  valleys 
belowj  to  move  in  a  thousand  directions,  but 
mingles  them,  at  last,  ¥/ith  the  waters  of  the 
deep.  And  we  blindly  trust  to  nature  and 
her  laws  to  control  the  aberrations  of  our 
will ;  to  indulge  them  with  a  long  passage 
through  the  iields  of  sensual  delight,  and 
bring  them,  at  last,  to  be  swallowed  up  in 
the  will  of.Godp  Happy  for  us,  do  we  walk 
humbly  %vith  our  God  ;  know  in  whom  we 
have  believed  ;  lean  on  the  bosom  of  the  Re« 
deemer,  and  exchange  our  mortal  breath  for 
eternal  life. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

HIE    INFLUENCE    OF    RESIGNATION    UPON 
THE  PASSIONS. 

A  GREAT  pait  of  the  movements,  in  the 
moral  world  arise  from  the  busy  impulse  of 
lust  and  passion.  To  avenge  the  aspersed 
glory  of  a  crown,  to  gratify  the  pride  of  do- 
minion ,  to  extend  the  land  marks  of  avaricious 
possession,  armies  are  summoned  forth  to  en- 
dure the  fatio'ues  and  encounter  the  dangers 
of  war.  Envy  daily  assails  its  thousands; 
"while  revenge  hurries  on  as  many  to  retalia- 
tion. Imperious  avaiice  impels  its  votaries  to 
sleepless  toil.  They  pass  from  shore  to  shore ; 
they  steal  and  sell  for  gain  their  fellow  mor- 
tals; sparing  no  pains  to  effectuate  their  dark 
desio^ns  and  ovevbearinor  violence.  How  nu- 
merous  are  the  transactions  that  are  prompted 
and  controlled  by  lust  and  passion  ?  What 
beaten  paths  are  made  to  the  hauntsof  wretch- 
edness, to  the  halls  of  nightly  revel,  and  to 
the  scenes  of  brutal  intemperance?  How 
much  of  the  language  of  the  lips  and  the  ex- 
ercises of  the  heart,  proceed  entirely  from  lust 
and  licentious  desire?  Could  all  the  move- 
ments that  are  made  in  obedience  to  a  spirit 
of  domination;  could  all  the  moral  objections 
that  are  produced  by  jealousy  and  pride ; 
could  all  the  labours  of  malice  and  envy ; 
could  the  numberless  steps  which  are  taken 
in  pursuit  of  sensual  pleasure  ;  could  all  the 
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ebullitions  of  the  lustful  heart ;  could  all  these 
be  suspended,  but  a  small  j)ortion  of  human 
movements  and  moral  exercise  would  be  found 
to  result  from  sober  inclination  and  enlio'ht- 
ened  reason.  Alas!  and  a  still  smaller  por- 
tion from  the  exalted  motives  of  i>iety  and  the 
Divine  alory.  As  the  sfentle  undulations  of 
a  crystal  lake  to  the  restless  agitation  of  a 
troubled  sea,  so  is  the  agency,  which  arises 
from  the  dictates  of  expedience  and  wisdom, 
to  the  wide  and  noisy  commotions  of  lust  and 
passion. 

The  bosom  of  man  is  evidently  the  seat 
and  residence  of  evil  and  inflammable  desires. 
They  are  revealed  in  the  barbarous  life  of  the 
savage,  and  appear  in  multiplied  forms  among 
the  sons  of  civilization.  They  are  unsuppress- 
ed  by  the  refinements  of  society  and  the  most 
exalted  attainments  of  science.  Reason  is  too 
feeble  to  resist  their  imperious  sway,  or  to 
maintain,  at  all  times,  an  ascendency  over 
them.  Human  power,  with  all  the  devices  of 
natural  wisdom,  is  insufficient  to  effect  their 
radical  extirpation.  Yet  a  pious  resignation, 
as  observed  in  a  previous  chapter,  both  re- 
quires and  procures  the  removal  of  unhallow- 
ed lust  from  the  heart.  Do  we  humbly  kneel 
at  the  feet  of  Jesus?  our  evil  passions  retreat 
and  vanish,  like  the  loathsome  distemper  of 
Naaman,  when  he  bowed  to  wash  in  the  wa- 
ters of  Israel.  There  are  passions  insepara- 
ble from  our  temporal  being,  which  may  by 
perversion  become  productive  of  the  most  de- 
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leterloiis  effects;  but  under  the  control  of  re- 
ligion, they  may  highly  subserve  the  nobler 
energies  of  the  soul,  and  brighten  the  lustre 
of  a  pious  life. 

The  influence  of  resignation  upon  these 
shall  be  considered. 

The  passion  of  anger  is  universal  and  lia- 
ble to  be  inflamed  by  an  infinite  variety  of 
moral  incentives  and  physical  provocations. 
Unrestrained  by  religious  principles  and  the 
habits  of  self  command,  it  leads  to  scenes  of 
mischief;  stifles  the  feelings  of  tranquil  joy ; 
gives  an  unhappy  bias  to  all  the  powers  of  the 
raindj  and  multiplies  the  labours  of  repent- 
ance. Left  to  the  operations  of  nature,  this 
passion  may  become  a  fury  in  the  human 
breast,  reigning  in  violence  over  the  subject 
soul.  Are  we  placed  in  those  climes,  where 
the  elements  are  frequently  engaged  in  angry 
conflict,  where  the  thunders  reveal  their  ven- 
geance? Are  we  to-day  shivering  under  the 
frowns  of  intolerable  cold,  and  to-morrow 
fainting  under  a  burning  sun?  we  naturally 
partake  of  the  awful  scenery,  and  our  bosoms 
become  a  miniature  of  the  angry  appearances 
by  which  we  are  surrounded.  Wounded  by 
the  impending  thorn  ;  assailed  by  evils  which 
lurk  on  our  way;  experiencing  the  insuffici- 
ency of  our  strength  to  surmount  arising  dif- 
ficulty, our  anger  awakes  and  our  tempers  are 
roiled.  It  is  well  known,  that  by  smaller  in- 
cidents than  these,  the  sun  has  often  gone 
down  upon  our  wrath,  and  we  have  beheld  for 
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days,  the  dearest  objects  with  aversion,  veiiU 
ingour  rankling  passions  on  our  most  esteem- 
ed friends.  Sudden  bereavements  and  dis- 
appointments that  are  brought  about  by  the 
hands  of  men,  have  a  natural  tendency  to  ex- 
cite our  angry  passions.  Our  feelings  are  era- 
broiled  by  the  unexpected  reception  of  evil 
tidings,  and  by  discovering  the  designs  of  en- 
vy and  malice  upon  our  character  and  pos- 
sessions. When  .Job  was  informed  of  the 
murderous  toils  of  the  Sabines  upon  his  ten- 
der offspring,  nature  alone  would  not  have 
prevented  his  polluting  with  an  oath  of  re- 
venge the  sighing  breath,  in  which  he  sub- 
missively replied  :  ^'  The  Lord  gave,  and  the 
Lord  hath  taken  away,  and  blessed  be  the 
name  of  the  Lord,"  Under  the  influences  of 
resignation,  the  passion  of  anger  is  un mingled 
with  malice  and  revengeful  fire.  While  the 
disciples  were  treated  with  indignity  and  scorn 
by  the  unbelieving  city,  nature  cried  for  re- 
venge. They  appealed  to  the  will  of  Jesus, 
they  were  rebuked ;  their  anger  was  disarm- 
ed of  its  threatenings  asd  changed  into  the 
feelings  of  righteous  indignation.  Under  un- 
avoidable provocations  do  we  spread  our  com- 
plaints before  God  ?  do  we  bow  in  submission 
at  his  foot  stool?  do  we  submit  our  anger  to 
the  directions  of  his  holy  will?  it  becomes 
harmless  to  ourselves  and  others,  and  a  useful 
f  pring  to  the  energies  of  the  soul.  It  becomes 
subsidiary  to  the  defence  and  the  love  of  cha- 
racter. For  when  do  we  appreciate  the  glory 
o2 
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of  a  good  name  so  much,  as  when  our  indig- 
nant feehngs  are  awakened  by  our  mahcious 
and  envious  associates?  This  passion,  in  the 
heart  of  reconciliation,  excites  our  vigilance 
in  the  cause  of  virtue.  It  warms  us  with  un- 
fainting  zeal  in  the  service  of  our  God;  like 
the  remnant  of  conquered  Israel,  we  bear  our 
armour  and  are  intensely  engaged  day  and 
night  in  repairing  the  broken  walls  of  the  fair 
capital.  We  labour  with  animation  in  the 
vineyard  of  the  Lord,  to  rescue  the  weeping 
vine  and  the  drooping  plant  from  the  ravages 
of  sin.  We  look  with  indignation  upon  the 
devices  of  the  wicked,  and  turn  with  abhor- 
rence from  the  works  of  darkness. 

lu  destining  man  to  a  state  of  probation 
and  making  him  a  subject  of  Divine  govern- 
ment, it  behoved  the  Creator  to  plant  in  his 
breast  the  passion  of  fear.  Previous  to  the 
hour  of  apostate  ruin,  it  was  probably  the  of- 
fice of  this  passion  to  enforce  the  law  of  self- 
preservation ;  to  keep  the  soul  in  a  humble 
attitade ;  and  to  spread  before  it  the  awful 
denunciations  of  judgment  against  rebellion. 
But  since  it  has  been  mingled  with  guilt,  it 
has  undergone  a  mysterious  change,  and  is 
liable  to  the  most  wretched  perversions.  It 
now  corrodes  the  heart  with  painful  convic- 
tions, or  leaves  us  to  the  dangerous  effects  of 
a  blind  security.  It  is  now  awakened  by  the 
revengeful  hornet,  and  by  the  bloody  poniai^i ; 
but  slumbers  beneath  the  threatenings  of  Je- 
hovah.   It  is  tremulously  alive  to  the  pangs  of 
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disease  and  the  numerons  attacks  of  tempo- 
ral evilj  but  is  iinalarmed  by  the  apprehen- 
sion of  appearing  at  the  bar  of  retribution  and 
receiving  an  irrevocable  sentence,  according 
to  the  deeds  of  the  body.  Without  this  pas- 
sion philosophy  is  madness,  civil  government 
is  confusion,  and  society  a  wide  scene  of  li- 
centiousness. Nor  less  shocking  are  its  per- 
verted operations.  For  here  we  tremble,  when 
there  is  no  just  cause  of  alarm,  w^e  view  with 
timidity  the  visage  and  the  doings  of  man, 
and  ara  ensnared.  We  discover  a  thousand 
frightful  forms  in  the  path  of  duty  and  retreat. 
We  shrink  from  the  thoughts  of  death,  we  are 
tortured  by  trilies,  and  disheartened  by  the 
Msonstroos  images  of  a  vvild  imagination. — 
Resignation  has  a  very  evident  effect  upon  all 
our  fears,  it  removes  us  from  those  that  a- 
rise  froris  inconsidera,blc  and  visionary  causes. 
It  brings  us  nearer  to  Heaven,  and  into  that 
state  of  Divine  composure,  where  we  are  in- 
spired with  a  pious  boldness,  and  enabled  to 
withstand  the  invectives  of  the  wicked  with 
all  the  slander  and  persecution  of  the  world. 
Why  should  we  be  dismayed  in  pursuing  the 
path,  which  we  know  is  prescribed  by  infinite 
wisdom?  Why  should  we  be  frightened  from 
the  bosom  of  Jesus  by  man,  who  can  destroy 
the  bodyj  but  can  do  no  more?  Those  objects 
of  nature,  by  which  our  fears  are  addressed, 
reminding  us  of  that  day,  when  her  fair  fabric 
shall  be  dissolved,  awaken  within  us  those 
feelings  which  partake  of  the  devotional  and 
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sublime.  It  is  then  that  we  feel  and  enjoy 
those  jDrayerful  fervors,  that  are  richly  infused 
with  love  and  the  fear  of  Gorl.  Jn  our  devi- 
ations we  hear  the  voice  of  threatening,  not 
80  much  to  torment  as  to  afford  us  the  delight 
of  returning  with  meekness  to  the  path  of  du- 
ly. Under  the  exercises  of  a  holy  submission 
we  are  delivered  from  a  slavish  fear  of  pun- 
ishment. The  terrors  of  conviction  are  chano^- 
ed  into  contrition  of  heart,  which  permits  us 
to  hope  and  love,  while  we  tremble  at  God's 
word.  We  are  afraid  of  oiiending  him,  and 
coming  short  of  rest  through  unbelief  A  sub- 
missive and  faithful  adhereoco  to  the  Divine 
will  aflbrds  an  infallible  security  to  feeble 
mortals,  against  the  disheartening  and  wast- 
ing apprehensions.  Even  the  woodbine,  that 
entwines  the  oak,  has  nothing  to  fear  from 
the  trampling  foot  of  the  destroyer:  it  mocks 
the  movements  of  the  dust  below,  and  remains 
unhurt  by  the  storm.  How  much  more  shall 
God  secure  those  precious  souls,  who  piously 
adhere  to  his  will,  and  unto  whom  the  Re- 
deemer hath  said,  ''  fear  not,  little  fiock,  it  is 
your  father's  good  pleasure  to  give  you  the 
kingdom." 

The  passion  of  love  is  happily  controlled  by 
the  influences  of  resignation.  This  passion 
is  sometimes  revealed  in  the  strong  desires 
and  aspirations  after  greatness.  Left  to  our- 
selves, we  are  liable  to  be  grossly  mistaken 
with  regard  to  true  mngnanimity.  We  are 
naturally  inclined  to  believe,  that  it  consisteth. 
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in  a  series  of  heroic  deeds  and  mortal  exploits, 
in  the  energies  of  inventive  genius,  in  the  pos- 
session and  display  of  great  talents,  in  out- 
bravino;  the  alarms  of  dano;er  and  the  attacks 
of  pain.  These  are  deeds  and  exercises,  that 
travel  in  tradition  and  in  history  from  age  to 
age.  Resignation  teaches  us  to  leave  them  to 
their  own  destiny  to  be  sought  and  admired 
by  the  offspring  of  Boanerges  ;  and  opens  be- 
fore us  a  field  of  greatness,  that  is  equally  ac- 
cessible to  the  sons  and  daughters  of  men. — 
The  genuine  splendors  of  greatness,  rested 
upon  Hannah,  when  she  lent  the  light  of  her 
eyes  and  the  joy  of  her  heart  to  the  Lord  for 
ever.  And  the  greatness  of  the  deed  was 
consecrated  by  the  sublime  magnanimity,  in 
which  she  uttered  the  praise  of  her  God. — ■ 
More  glory  was  exhibited  by  the  finger  of 
faith,  that  touched  but  the  hem  of  the  Re- 
deemer's garment,  than  the  hand  of  conquest 
and  the  arm  of  Pharasaic  achievement  could 
boast.  Do  we  search  the  annals  of  heathen 
mythology,  which  of  the  sisters  of  Jove  has 
ever  been  famed  for  a  deed  equal  in  sublimi- 
ty and  greatness  to  the  deed  of  Mary,  when 
she  annointed  the  Redeemer's  feet,  and  wip- 
ed them  with  the  locks  of  her  head  ?  Nelson 
was  great  in  the  empire  of  the  seas,  but  the 
stars  of  his  glory  were  eclipsed  by  the  last  ef- 
fort of  magnanimity;  when  dying  he  said, 
God's  ivill  be  done!  By  resigning  ourselves 
to  the  will  of  God,  we  fid  mire  and  pursue 
that  greatness,  which  is  agreeable  to  his  ho« 
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ly  pleasure.  How  diminutive  is  the  boasted 
son  of  human  magnificence  compared  with  the 
humble  and  resigned  pilgrim,  who  bears  the 
restored  image  of  his  Creator,  and  whose 
sanctified  body  is  the  temple  of  the  living  God  ! 
Those  acts  of  duty,  which  are  performed  un- 
der the  threats  of  temporal  danger,  and  to 
the  resistance  of  great  temptations,  excite 
our  admiration  and  kindle  in  our  bosoms  a 
hallowed  ambition.  Can  genius  sufficiently 
eulogise  the  sublime  grandeur,  that  charac- 
terizes the  efforts  of  chastity,  when  she  repels 
with  indignant  frowns  the  guileful  arts  of  se- 
duction. Jt  is  greatness  to  perform  in  secret 
a  benevolent  deed,  to  surmount  our  prejudi- 
ces and  act  the  true  Samaritan.  It  is  great- 
ness to  overcome  our  vices  and  evil  habits ;  to 
move  undaunted  in  the  path  of  rectitude  ;  to 
obey  the  will  of  our  heavenly  father;  to  bear 
the  armor  of  light  ;  to  be  visited  by  celestial 
spirits  ;  to  expire  with  songs  of  victory  in  the 
arms  of  Jesus ;  and  be  conveyed  by  angels 
into  the  eternal  residence  of  the  blessed.  Ye 
mighty  men  of  the  earth,  who  delight  in  em- 
pire ;  ye  men  of  genius,  who  explore  with 
daring  eyes  the  darkest  recesses  of  nature  ;  ye 
iron  nerved  heroes,  who  outbrave  the  ills  of 
life,  who  tread  with  vmblushino-  boldness  the 
ground  of  hazard  ;  it  is  yours  to  dazzle  the 
eyes  of  the  worlds  with  the  false  glare  of 
greatness ;  it  will  also  be  yours  to  see  your 
glory  and  greatness  vanish  away,  while  the 
trembling  hope  of  meekness  shall  be  succeed- 
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ed  by  a  holy  magnanimity,  and  be  crowned 
with  triumphs  and  everlasting  joy. 

Honour  is  among  the  objects  that  we  pur- 
sue with  eager  avidity  and  embrace  in  all  the 
fervours  of  extravagant  attachment.  The 
love  of  honorary  distictions  may  be  traced 
irom  the  remotest  games  of  childhood.  When 
we  excelled  our  fellows  in  arriving  first  at  the 
goal,  by  venturing  the  farthest  in  feats  of 
hazard  ;  and  by  dancing  around  the  cheer- 
ful ring  with  the  lightest  airs  and  sweetest 
grace  ;  then  have  we  crowned  our  little  brows 
with  garlands  of  distinctions.  Nor  less  alive 
is  the  love  of  honour  in  the  walks  of  acade- 
mic life,  and  in  all  the  romantic  chivalry  of 
youth.  How  have  our  bosoms  heat  in  quest 
of  scientific  laurels,  and  in  obtaining  the  plau- 
dits of  the  gay  and  genteel  world  !  In  riper 
years  we  are  enchanted  with  the  glare  of  ti- 
tles and  the  trappings  of  secular  renown.  In 
the  moment,  that  we  are  resigned  to  the  Di- 
vine will,  our  love  of  honour  is  transferred 
from  transient  objects  to  those,  that  are  un- 
fading and  eternal  !  Our  claims  to  honor, 
upon  hereditary  principles,  are  renounced  as 
delusive  and  vain.  We  refuse  to  entrust  the 
welfare  of  our  souls  to  the  fame  of  a  noble 
ancestry.  For  this,  without  personal  worth, 
can  but  scarcely  support  the  mimic  lustre  of 
our  name.  Resignation  is  far  from  destroy- 
ing the  desire  of  distinction,  which  is  an  e3« 
sential  spring  to  the  energies  of  the  soul. 
When   conformino:  ourselves  to  the  dictates 
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of  infinite  wisdom,  we  become  enamoured 
with  the  emblems  of  christian  excellence,  we 
labour  with  a  holy  zeal,  to  obtain  the  robes 
of  righteousness,  which  are  mercifully  pre- 
pared for  those,  that  will  bow  to  the  sceptre 
of  the  Redeemer.  Can  we  become  his  true 
disciples,  and  be  honored  with  the  visits  of 
his  grace  ?  We  obtain  a  distiction,  which  all 
the  splendors  of  science  could  never  create, 
and  which  all  the  powers  of  darkness  cannot 
destroy. 

The  feelings  of  reconciliation  maintain  a 
very  evident  influence  over  our  love  of  the 
world.  The  christian  with  peculiar  delight 
resigns  himself,  his  possession,  and  all  his 
concernments  to  the  righteous  disposals  of 
the  Divine  will.  Called  into  being  and  ap« 
pointed  to  inherit  the  earth,  he  highly  appre- 
ciates the  objects,  that  surround  him,  as  they 
answer  the  exigences  of  life,  awaken  the 
powers  of  perception  and  the  energies  of 
thought;  especially,  as  they  are  so  n^aiiy 
mirrors,  in  which  he  discerns  something  of  the 
revealed  attributes  of  his  God.  The  mfts  of 
nature  and  the  bounties  of  Providence  excite 
at  once  the  mingled  sentiraerits  of  gratitude 
of  dependence,  and  of  human  frailty,  Un« 
der  these  softened  impressions  ho  is  inclined 
to  lean  upon  the  arm  of  his  benefactor,  where 
he  recognizes  the  riches  of  that  love,  which 
gives,  and  the  justice  of  that  holy  hand,  that 
taketh  away.  These  exercises  of  submission 
do  not  destroy  his  attachment  to  the  world, 
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but  purge  It  from  every  idolatrous  ingredient, 
and  consecrate  it  to  devotional  and  salutary 
purposes.  They  are  tenderly  susceptible  of 
sublime  entertainment  from  the  order,  the 
beauty,  and  grandeur,  that  characterize  the 
works  of  creation.  Is  he  entrusted  with 
earthly  treasures  ]  He  is  conscious  of  great 
responsibility  and  labours,  with  unabating  as- 
siduity to  be  reckoned  a  faithful  steward. 
Though  he  be  delighted  with  his  riches  ;  it  is 
not  on  account  of  the  transient  splendor  they 
create  ;  but  because  he  is  honoured  with  the 
means  of  protracting  the  breath  of  the  desert- 
ed infant ;  removing  the  sigh  from  the  breast 
of  the  orphan  ;  and  of  alleviating  the  dis- 
heartening burdens  of  the  poor  ;  administer- 
ing to  the  necessity  of  the  saints  ;  and  here- 
by increasing  the  incense  of  thanksgiving 
and  praise,  that  is  devoutly  offered  to  God. 
Are  we  destitute  of  resignation  ]  our  love  of 
the  world  becomes  a  consuming  fire.  It  be- 
wilders our  thoughts,  driving  us  from  one  va- 
nity to  another,  deluding  us  into  a  belief,  that 
our  glittering  treasures  contain  the  chiefest 
good.  Thus  we  make  a  God  of  dust,  and  a 
heaven  of  scenes  that  fade  away. 

Sexual  attachments  often  originate  in  mys- 
tery, and  are  cherished  by  similarity  and  con« 
trast  ;  by  the  vicissitudes  of  hope  and  doubt, 
quietude  and  concern,  and  also  by  reciprocal 
and  affectionate  attentions.  This  species  of 
love  depends  very  much  upon  the  influence  of 
resignation  for  its  purest  fervours  and  the 
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constancy  of  its  operations.  The  pious  yoiiili 
selects  from  the  world  a  fair  object,  who  ap- 
pears in  enchanted  vision  to  be  possessed  of 
more  than  mortal  charms.  Trials  and  con- 
llicts  are  incident  to  the  scenes  of  love.  When 
providential  events  seem  to  darken  his  pros- 
pects of  possessing  the  desire  of  his  eyes,  re- 
signation prevents  his  alTection  from  being 
transformed  into  desperate  resolution,  or  de- 
generating into  the  feelings  of  melancholy 
and  wretchedness.  He  resigns  himself  and 
his  dearer  enchantress  to  the  will  of  Keaven. 
His  affection  is  still  alive,  and  richly  blended 
with  the  sublime  and  ennoblino' sentiments  of 
immortality,  he  travels  on  the  wings  of  faith 
to  those  celestial  abodes,  where  congenial 
souls  shall  meet  to  love  and  be  loved  for 
ever.  Who  can  de^^ciibe  the  feelings  of  his 
heart,  when  he  receives  for  the  last  time,  as 
he  fears,  the  hand  of  his  eeraphic  chamber, 
and  li:^tens  to  the  tremulous  accents,  that  are 
uttered  in  all  the  sanctity  of  recorciliation. 
*'  It  is  the  will  of  God  ;  we  must  submit;  for- 
get me  not  in  yom-  prayers  at  the  throne  of 
grace ;  plead  that  the  light  of  the  Divine  coun- 
tenance may  illuti  inate  my  j)ath  to  the  grave." 
He  responds  with  tears  alone.  His  affection 
partakes  of  something,  which  cannot  be  nam- 
ed nor  described.  Ministering  spirits,  that 
are  sent  with  errands  to  different  parts  of  the 
earth,  may  meet  again  in  the  skies,  and  as- 
cend together  to  the  presence  of  their  God, 
In  like  manner,  congenial  souls  when  called 
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by    Providence   to    move  in  separate  walks, 
will  soon  arrive  in  ra,pture  to  the  point  of  im- 
mortal union.     Does  a  propitious  Providence 
restore  the  delightful  aspect  of  his  concerns, 
and  enable  him  to  possess  the  object  of  his  at- 
tachment? angels  might  bend  with  pleasure 
from    Heaven,  to  inspect  the  renewed   inter- 
view when  it  shall  be  known,  that  they  were 
remembered  of  each   other  in  constant   and 
fervent   prayer,    in  the  wakeful  vigils  of  the 
night,  in  solitude  and  in  the  circles  of  society, 
in  the   holy    exercises  of  resignation,  and  in 
their   acknowledgment  of  the    rectitude   of 
Heaven.     Love  like  this,   is  both  immortal 
and  pure.     It   is  kindled  and   fed   with  live 
coals  from  off  the  altar  of  reconciliation.  The 
state  and  conduct  of  an  irreligious  and  unre- 
signed  youth  are  of  a  different  complexion. 
His  love  is  liable  to  painful  viokj:icc  and  to 
all  the  evils  of  bewildering  romance.     Per- 
plexed, by  the  intervention  of  adverse  events, 
he  challenges  the  destinies  of  Heaven,  and 
opens  the  avenues  through  which  the  poison 
of  jealousy  reaches    and  coirodes  the  heart. 
If  gratified   in  the  attainment  of  his  object, 
his  love  becomes  alternately  the  fawnings  of 
groveling  affection,   and  the  frowns  of  malig- 
nant coldness.     The  disasters  that  overtake 
him  abroad  ;  the  trials  that  are  inseparable 
from  domestic  life,  gives  sourness  to  his  tem- 
per, and  excite  those  fumes  of  passion,  which 
stifle    and  murder   every  smile  of  joy  in  the 
chambers  of  love.     On  the   other  hand  the 
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affection  of  the  resigned  is  softened  beneath 
the  mellowing  hand  of  affliction,  and  partakes 
of  something  truly  celestial,  as  it  advances  in 
the  path  of  trial.  If  there  be  a  hallowed  and 
sinless  hour  in  mortal  life,  it  is  when  we  unite 
with  the  fair  companion  of  our  da\s,  in  plead- 
ing with  submission  for  the  life  of  a  languishing 
infant  ;  when,  in  the  troubles  of  life  we  min- 
gle our  tears  with  those  of  sympathetic  ten- 
derness and  praise  our  God  for  the  sustaining 
gift,  for  his  last,  his  fixirest  work.  Pleasures, 
like  these,  are  unknown  to  all  but  to  the 
meek  and  reconciled  sons  and  daughters  of 
men.  What  joy  is  there  in  prayerless  love 
or  pleasure,  that  may  not  be  imbittered  by  a 
spirit  of  rebellion  ?  what  hope  that  may  not 
be  extinguished  ;  and  what  passion,  that  may 
not  become  a  scorpion  within  our  breast? 

From  the  miseries  incident  to  life,  and  from 
a  variety  of  provideutia!  events,  we  necessa- 
rily form  an  early  acquaintance  with  grief. 
The  morning  of  existence  is  frequently  wrap- 
ped in  darkness  ;  and  our  most  promising 
prospects  are  dissolved  by  the  hand  of  adver- 
sity. There  are  causes  within  ourselves  and 
in  the  things  around  us,  that  daily  excite  the 
bewildering  sensations  of  the  heart,  It  is  the 
natural  tendency  of  this  passion  to  give  a  dis- 
colouring to  all  our  views,  to  depress  our 
spirits,  and  consign  to  listlessness  the  nobler 
powers  of  the  soul.  Uncontrolled  by  reli- 
gion, it  distils  a  poison  upon  every  enjoyment, 
and  gradually  consumes  the  heart  in   which 
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it  resides.  Resignation  takes  away  the  dele- 
terious effects  of  grief  and  gives  it  an  emeli- 
orating  and  salutary  influence.  It  suffuses  our 
sorrow  with  a  tender  melancholy,  and  asso- 
ciates with  it  the  softening  pleasures  of  hope. 
When  we  are  grieved  at  the  removal  of  en- 
deared objects,  reconciliation  to  the  will  of 
God  renders  our  lamentations  beneficial  to 
the  interest  and  edification  of  our  souls,  and 
leads  us  to  those  devotional  charms,  in  com- 
parison with  which  the  brightest  joys  of  sense 
are  marked  with  a  deadly  paleness.  In  griev- 
ing at  the  dying  nature  of  temporal  things 
and  at  the  amazing  rapidity,  with  which  we 
are  hurried  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave,  the 
unresigned  must  also  wring  the  hands  of 
agony  over  the  hecatomb  of  murdered  hours, 
while  resigned  grief,  mouroirig  the  departure 
of  fleeting  years,  discerns  the  blissful  features 
of  redeemed  time  blended  with  the  \ivid  co- 
lourings of  immortality.  Resignation  has  an 
evident  effect  upo*a  the  grief,  that  arises  from 
the  wrongs  we  suffer  in  our  intercourse  with 
mankind.  When  the  returns  of  our  benevo- 
lence consist  of  ingratitude  and  the  chilling 
frowns  of  scorn  ;  when  our  outward  charac« 
ters  are  made  to  bleed  by  the  arrows  of  mal- 
ice and  envy  ;  with  what  hallowed  feelings 
has  our  grief  been  mingled  in  flying  to  the 
refuge  of  the  saints?  We  know  better  than 
we  can  describe,  the  swelling  impressions  m 
the  heart  of  the  child,  when  abused  by  ruflian 
hands,  it  repairs  to  the  sweet  assylum  of  pa- 
p2 
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rental  love  and  commiseration.  The  grief 
that  is  felt  for  sin,  is  tormenting  to  the  irre- 
conciled,  but  in  the  moment  of  submission  its 
anguish  is  removed,  and  he  feels  the  hopeful 
and  quickening  exercises  of  contrition.  Could 
Bolingbroke  have  denied  his  Redeemer?  could 
Spinoza  have  warred  against  the  existence  of 
spirit  ?  had  they  visited,  but  once,  the  cell  of 
sorrow  and  beheld  the  daughter  of  resigned 
grief,  lifting  her  eyes  in  faith  and  praise  to 
the  great  inhabitants  of  eternity.  How  much 
of  Heaven  and  the  Divinity  is  revealed 
through  the  translucent  tear  of  grieved 
meekness  ! 

Irreligious  anxiety  destroys  the  felicities  of 
life,  and  also  procures  a  great  portion  of  the 
wretchedness,  that  marks  our  transient  days. 
It  embitters  the  toils  of  ambition -and  gives  a 
painful  dissatisfaction  both  to  the  pursuits  and 
the  possession  of  wealth.  It  disconcerts  the 
powers  of  the  mind,  and  drives  from  the  heart 
every  delightful  sensation.  Resignation  has 
a  peculiar  effect  upon  our  anxiety.  Remov- 
ing its  bitterness  and  delirium,  it  transforms 
it  into  a  pious  solicitude  for  ourselves  and 
others,  and  into  a  quickening  and  holy  con- 
cern relative  to  the  events  of  futurity  and  the 
scenes  which  are  yet  to  come.  This  submis- 
sive solicitude  harmonizes  with  the  purest  en- 
joyment and  is  likewise  an  efficacious  incen- 
tive to  the  punctilious  discharge  of  duty,  and 
to  the  attainment  of  christian  excellencCo 
Far  from  painful  are  those  conscious  feelings, 
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that  reside  in  the  bosom  of  the  parent  and 
prompt  him  to  guard  with  vigilence,  his  rising 
offspring  ;  to  protect  them  from  the  pollution 
of  vice;  to  aid  the  growth  of  opening  genius 
and  feed  them  with  the  knowledge  of  the  Re- 
deemer. The  serious  concern,  into  which 
our  anxiety  is  converted,  becomes  a  quicken- 
ing principle,  in  providing  for  our  present 
and  future  welfare.  It  swallows  up  like  the 
rod  of  Moses  the  encumbering  cares  of  the 
world  and  strengthens  our  attention  to  the 
hopeful  works  of  obedience.  Whenever  we 
have  reason  to  apprehend  the  approach  of  ad- 
verse events,  it  enforces  the  necessity  of  self- 
examination,  excites  our  watchfulness  and 
awakens  a  desire  to  be  prepared  to  meet  the 
allotments  of  Divine  Providence.  The  lover 
of  his  country  beholds  with  anxiety  the  pre- 
valence of  vice,  the  wild  commotions  of  pub- 
lic opinion  ;  he  discerns  with  distress  the 
horrors,  that  descend  like  stars  of  wormwood 
upon  principalities  and  powers  and  spiritual 
wickedness  in  high  places  ;  he  watches  with 
pain,  the  symptoms  that  have  generally  pre- 
ceded the  departure  of  glory  and  joy.  His 
anxious  feelings  are  ameliorated  by  the  exer- 
cises of  reconciliation  and  he  entrusts  with  a 
pleasurable  confidence,  the  management  of 
nations  to  the  hands  of  his  God,  The  en- 
deavors of  philosophy  to  suppress  the  anguish 
of  our  anxiety  are  not  always  attened  with 
safety.  They  frequently  lead  to  a  cold  indif- 
ference both  concerning  the  things  of  time  and 
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eternity.  They  resemble  the  prescriptions  of 
quackery,  which  may  remove  a  malady  by 
destroying  alike  the  seeds  of  disease  and  the 
springs  of  life.  Whereas  resignation  extracts 
the  bitterness  from  our  anxious  feelings,  and 
leaves  a  kind  of  solicitude,  which  is  necessary 
toour  agency  and  richly  subserves  the  cause 
of  virtue  and  the  edification  of  our  souls  in 
Christ. 

No  passion  is  more  easily  excited,  more 
constant  and  mysterious  in  its  0[)eration,  or 
more  effectually  poisons  the  charities  of  life, 
than  jealousy.  Yet  no  passion  is  more  visi- 
bly affected  by  the  influences  of  resignation. 
Jealousy  has  always  been  considered  a  promi- 
nent and  commanding  feature  in  human 
agency.  Its  terrific  visage  has  been  por- 
trayed on  the  canvass  ;  its  roiterc-ted  toils  dis- 
played on  the  tragic  stage  ;  and  its  aw/ul 
empire  has  often  constituted  the  subject  of 
philosophic  dissertation.  Deeming  the  earth 
too  narrow  for  the  dominion  of  this  passion, 
the  poets  have  given  it  a  possession  in  the 
skies,  where  it  incorporates  with  the  attri- 
butes, and  darkens  the  residence  of  their 
gods.  Most  of  the  means,  that  are  fervently 
recommended  in  surmouotino:  our  tormenting^ 
jealousy,  have  been  found  utterly  incompe- 
tent to  that  desirable  end.  The  energies  of 
natural  reason  frequently  confirm  suspicion, 
and  administer  fuel  to  the  purple  flames  of 
jealousy.  Are  we  presented  with  the  perni- 
cious consequences  of  this  infuriated  passion  ? 
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do  we  survey  its  effects,  in  corrupting  the  en- 
dearing fervours  of  domestic  love,  in  dissolv- 
ing the  charm  of  society,  and  swelling  the 
amount  of  human  wretchedness?  reason  will 
be  insuiricient  to  defend  our  bosom  from  cor- 
roding suspicion  or  to  purge  our  jealous  feel- 
ings from  criminality  and  torture.  A  holy 
resignation  to  the  will  Heaven  renders  the 
jealousy  of  the  heart  a  subject  of  control. 
He,  who  trembles  under  an  apprehension, 
that  the  delight  of  his  eyes  may  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  embraces  of  some  successful 
rival,  may  call  in  vain  upon  his  firmness  and 
fortitude  ;  he  may  recur  to  scenes  of  hilarity 
and  amusement  ;  but  jealousy  will  pursue 
him  ;  it  will  haunt  him  in  the  circles  of  the 
day,  and  in  the  solitary  hours  of  the  night. 
Does  he,  however,  humbly  bow  to  the  will  of 
Heaven,  and  commit  his  tender  concerns  to 
the  unerring  direction  of  infinite  wisdom  ?  his 
anguish  is  instantly  abated  ;  his  purposes  are 
rescued  from  malice  and  revenge  ;  and  tran- 
quility and  joy  revisit  his  heart.  The  pain- 
ful jealousies  which  are  felt,  concerning  the 
barbarous  designs  of  others  upon  happiness, 
character  and  property  ;  the  strong  and  anx- 
ious suspicion,  that  the  bonds  of  connubial 
affection  are  doomed  to  separation  ;  these  are 
rendered  sinless  and  tolerable,  through  the 
influence  of  a  pious  submission  to  the  Divine 
will,  and  by  the  invaluable  consciousness  of 
adhereing  to  the  path  of  piety  and  duty.  Jea- 
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lousy,  when  purified  and  transforaied  at  the 
altar  of  recojiciliation.  beconjcs  imjiortant  to 
the  support  of  personal  dignity  nnd  excellence 
of  character,  it  inclines  iis  to  guard,  with 
unwearied  vigilance,  the  inheiitulice  of  our 
national,  civil  and  religious  |)rivileges.  When 
we  incautiously  mingle  with  the  world  and 
receive  with  fearless  avidity  every  token  of 
benevolence,  v/e  are  exposed  to  vulgar  ridi- 
cule, and  often  find  ourselves  in  great  sur- 
prise, bleeding  under  the  attacks  of  malig- 
nant  aspersion.  On  the  other  hand,  a  right- 
eous and  becoming  suspicion  holds  a  hallowed 
centinel  over  our  lips  and  hearts,  administer- 
ing a  perpetual  admonition,  that  the  choice 
of  friends  be  made,  with  serious  and  search- 
ing deliberation  ;  that  we  faithfully  discrim- 
inate the  objects  that  invite  our  embrace. 
Thus  we  retreat,  thrciigh  paths  of  honour, 
from  the  snares  of  temptation  and  the  allure- 
ments and  deceptions,  by  which  we  are  en- 
dangered. Nothing  more  infallibly  portends 
the  demolition  of  kingdoms,  than  an  unsus- 
pecting credulity.  It  conducts  alike  to  the 
grave,  the  strength,  the  glory  and  the  happi- 
ness of  nations.  A  righteous  jealousy  is  re- 
quisite to  national  prosperity.  It  brightens 
and  enlarges  the  sphere  cf  political  discern- 
ment, and  tramples  in  the  dust,  the  disguise 
under  which  domination  and  tyranny  deh'ght 
to  travel  abroad.  The  office  ol  this  holy  jeal- 
ousy is  eminently  useful,  in  its  exercises  over 
our  heart  and  life.     We   arc  naturally  prone 
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to  evil.  Remaining  corruptions  ]urk  in  the 
bosoms  of  the  renewed.  Vain  thoughts  and 
evil  imaginations  crowd  upon  us  in  rapid  suc- 
cession. Being,  however,  resigned  to  the 
will  and  government  cf  Heaven,  onr  jealousy 
awakes  and  surveys  the  style  of  elapsed  life. 
It  distinguishes  between  false  and  gracious 
affection  ;  between  fictitious  and  evangelical 
evidences  of  belonging  to  the  household  of 
faith.  It  prevents  an  idle  satisfaction  con- 
cerning present  attainments,  and  makes  us 
aspire  after  nobler  accessions  of  knowledge, 
and  after  the  measure  of  perfect  men  in  Jesus 
Christ.  Thus  the  worst  of  passions  by  na- 
ture is  changed,  by  the  influence  of  grace  and 
resignation,  into  a  passion  of  indispensable 
importance  in  guarding  our  lives  from  sin, 
and  in  proirpting  us  to  obey  the  will  of  that 
immaculate  being,  who  hath  styled  himself  a 
jealous  God. 

Our  tranquility  is  liable  to  be  molested  by 
a  variety  of  passions,  emotions  and  contend- 
ing propensities.  Natural  exertions  may  ap- 
parently suppress  them,  but  they  will  still 
rankle  in  concealment,  and  rise  again  with 
enhanced  fury,  at  the  call  of  incentive  objects. 
One  sentiment  of  pious  submission,  one  de- 
vout and  conciliated  thought  of  the  Divine 
Sovereignty,  will  tranquilize  the  mind  and 
suffuse  the  heart  with  celestial  joy.  By  a 
frequent  recurrence  to  the  shrine  of  reconcili- 
ation, the  labours  of  self-ccmmand  are  faci- 
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litated  ;  our  unhallowed  passions  diminish, 
both  in  number  and  strength  ;  and  the  soul 
!S  fitted  for  improvement  and  edificution. 
Thus  will  our  purified  passions  assume  a  no- 
ble office  ;  accelerate  our  progress  to  chris- 
tian excellence,  and  feed  within  us,  the  un- 
ceasing aspiration  after  that  inheritance, 
which  is  the  incorruptible  portion  of  the  re- 
signed. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

THE  INFLUENCE  OF    RESIGNATION  ON   DIS- 
POSITION AND  CHARACTER. 

^  AN  amiable  disposition  is  justly  reckoned 
among  the  richest  gifts  of  nature.  The  parent 
searches,  with  timorous  avidity,  for  the  indi- 
cation of  genius,  in  his  rising  offspring  ;  and 
is  no  less  engaged  in  discovering  from  their 
earliest  actions  a  pacific  temper,  a  prevalent 
inclination  to  honorable  deportment  and  be- 
nevolence. The  endowment  of  a  good  dis- 
position is  desirable  and  advantageous.  It 
shines  through  the  rugged  features  of  personal 
deformity;  it  softens  the  looks  of  barbarity;  and 
richly  amends  for  the  rudeness,  defects  and 
forbidding  singularities,  which  characterize  a 
considerable  portion  of  mankind.  It  supplies 
the  want  of  brilliant  talents,  and  is  influential 
in  raising  and  supporting  those  refined  attach* 
mcnts,  that  charm  wherever  they  are  felt,  and 
leave  the  heart  in  pangs,  whenever  they  are 
dissolved.  Hou'  many  irregularities  and  licen- 
tious exLiavagances  of  youth  retire  to  oblivion, 
merely  because  reputation  has  announced 
them  well  disposed  and  inoffensive,  in  the 
main  current  of  agency  and  design !  If  the  dis- 
position be  vile  and  mischievous,  it  incurs  a 
baleful  odium,  which  darkens  and  overwhelms 
the  boasted  glare  of  genius  and  the  brightest 
glory  of  philosophic  invention.  The  evil  de- 
signs of  the  heart  pollute  the  fame  of  greatness, 
and  crowd  J  without  distinction,  the  most  as-- 
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tonisbinjv  labours  of  body  and  mind,  amon^ 
the  countless  monuments  of  human  depravity. 
What  picture  can  be  more  hideous  than  that 
which  is  composed  of  natural  and  moral  de- 
formity, and  coloured  with  the  deepest  dies  of 
malignity]  We  recoil  from  it  as  from  a  fury! 
Sensible  of  the  infelicity  of  a  thoroughly  biass- 
ed mind,  relying  upon  the  aids  and  efficiences 
of  education,  in  forming  an  amiable  disposi- 
tion, the  prudent  part  of  the  world  have  un- 
sparingly appropriated  their  exertions  to  this 
benevolent  and  important  purpose.  Parental 
care  is  tremulously  concerned  to  protect  the 
charm  of  infancy,  and  to  cherish  in  her  off- 
spring, virtuous  propensities  and  endearing 
habits.  She  wisely  conceals  from  their  young 
and  wakeful  inspection,  the  scenes  of  domestic 
altercation.  She  directs  their  taste  to  objects 
whose  properties  leave  on  the  mind  the  most 
meliorating  impressions.  She  kindly  inducts 
them  into  nurseries  cf  science,  and  into  the 
chambers  of  civil  accomplishment.  She  dis- 
cerns with  rapture  the  fair  germs  of  loveliness, 
blushing  into  life  and  beauty.  Alas !  how 
often  are  prospects  blasted !  how  often  is  the 
pleasing  fruit  of  her  toils  dissolved,  like  a  tran- 
sient vision;  and  she  is  doomed  to  the  pain  of 
beholding  the  promising  disposition  of  her  off- 
spring converted  by  the  frowns  of  trial  and 
disappointment,  into  a  sullen  morosity  and 
evil  inclinations,  arising  from  their  latent  con- 
dition, portending  inevitable  ruin! 

A  disposition  that  is  formed  from  the  influ- 
ence and  exercises  of  resignation,  is  of  celestial 
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birth,  subject  to  no  entire  extinction,  uncor- 
rupted  in  prosperity,  and  triumphant  through 
all  the  storms  of  life.  Some  in  the  civilized 
world  inherit  a  natural  ferocity,  and  are  inclin- 
ed  from  the  cradle  to  every  species  of  criminal 
enormity.  Their  rudeness  increases  with  their 
years,  and  is  confirmed  by  the  various  occur- 
rences of  time.  Like  the  insidious  spider,  they 
imbibe  a  poison  from  the  fairest  flowers  of  na- 
ture ;  and  day  and  night  they  are  the  pitiful 
subjests  of  the  star  of  wormwood.  Education 
and  the  light  of  science  are  insufficient  to  re- 
move their  malignity,  and  are  resembled  by 
the  magic  lights  that  dart  their  baleful  rays 
through  the  iron  grates  of  a  haunted  castle. 
The  rust  and  rudeness  of  such  are  irremova- 
ble by  the  foil  of  association,  and  their  malev- 
olent inclinations  unconquerable  by  all  the 
arts  and  labours  of  friendly  persuasion.  The 
effects  of  resignation  upon  the  temper  and  dis« 
position  of  these  rude  sons  of  nature  are  great 
and  interesting.  Under  the  discipline  of  the 
holy  Divinity,  their  hearts  are  transformed,  the 
rising  corruptions  of  natiire  subdued,  and  the 
violence  of  infuriate  passion,  exchanged  for  a 
spirit  of  meekness  and  humiliation. 

AfBiction  and  trial  being  attended  with  a 
sanctifying  influence,  are  commissioned  to 
wear  away  the  rugged  prominences  of  moral 
and  remaining  deformity.  Their  actions  as- 
sume an  agreeable  aspect,  and  are  consecrat- 
ed to  peroianent  praise,  by  the  purity  of  inten- 
tion and  the  integrity  of  the  heart.     From  the 
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most  forbidding  and  barbarous  feelings,  ihcy 
become  the  objects  of  esteem  in  the  eye  of  re- 
conciliation. In  the  sacred  vestry  of  submis- 
sion they  receive  the  whitened  raiments,  and 
appear  with  harmony  and  love  among  the  as- 
sembly of  the  saints. 

Some  are  born  to  the  possession  of  a  great 
assemblage  of  agreeable  qualities,  and  are  uni- 
formly disposed  to  habits  of  moral  virtue. — 
They  acquire  with  facility  a  knowledge  of  men 
and  things ;  they  are  susceptible  of  all  the  ten- 
der impressions,  that  claim  respect  and  readi- 
ly receive  in  a  high  degree  the  polish  of  refined 
society.  Common  discrimination  is  bewilder- 
ed in  attempts  to  investigate  the  features,  in 
which  their  resemblance  to  the  sons  of  recon- 
ciliation essentially  fails.  Allured  by  the 
charm  of  their  manners  and  the  expansive  be- 
nevolence of  their  heart,  we  place  them  above 
Ihe  necessity  of  amendment.  Is,  however, 
the  influence  of  resignation  undiscernible  on 
their  disposition  and  lives?  Has  our  holy  re- 
ligion found  among  the  children  of  nature,  a 
number  upon  whom  her  transforming  power 
cannot  be  exercised  to  vivsible  advantage? — 
Characters,  who  bear  the  stamp  of  loveliness, 
are  capable  of  a  glorious  alteration  through 
the  exercises  of  resignation.  To  resign  a  pre- 
dilection for  the  objects  of  sense ;  to  surmount 
the  allurements  of  the  world;  to  relinquish 
the  gaudy  fabric  of  self-righteousness;  to  a- 
dopt  a  devotional  and  pious  style  of  conversa- 
tion ;  to  renounce  the  unbecoming  levities  that 
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characterize  the  circles  of  fashion ;  to  be  meek 
and  mindful  of  God  in  prosperity ;  to  be  still 
and  patiently  devout  in  adversity ;  to  do,  ex- 
perience and  exhibit  all  these,  is  the  exclusive 
glory  of  reconciled  souls.  The  grace  of  Christ 
is  not  limited ;  and  if,  by  a  holy  submission  to 
the  will  of  heaven,  the  most  barbarous  heart 
and  life  are  changed  and  claim  the  plaudits  of 
pious  approbation  ;  what  transcendant  lustre 
of  disposition  and  character  must  be  display- 
ed, where  resignation  is  less  conflictive,  and 
where  grace  has  less  of  the  plague  of  sin  to 
remove  from  the  heart,  and  its  holy  efficiences 
are  given  to  control  the  brilliance  of  natural 
powers,  and  dispose  the  soul  to  imitate  that 
holy  Being,  whose  agency  is  eternally  stamp- 
ed with  goodness  and  truth. 

Nature  and  art  are  more  successful  in  form- 
ing an  agreeable  disposition,  than  they  are  in 
preserving  it  from  the  contagion  of  vice  and 
the  unhappy  alterations  to  which  it  is  subject, 
from  the  diversified  scenes  of  time.  Much  of 
the  amiableness  that  distinc^uishes  and  en- 
dears  the  auspicious  and  unincumbered  period 
of  youth,  is  transient  and  vanishes  for  ever 
from  our  view.  Like  the  morning  rainbow, 
with  all  its  alluring  beauty,  it  betokens  a  noon- 
day darkness  or  an  evening  tempest.  Man  is 
often  unknown,  as  it  regards  the  qualities  of 
his  heart  and  mind,  while  he  walks  in  the  paths 
of  prosperity.  Unaccustomed  to  the  attacks 
of  calamity,  his  temper  is  unruffled  and  he  may 
seem  disposed  to  goodness  and  virtue,  Af" 
q2 
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fliction  and  disappointment  call  into  view  the 
inward  man,  rankling  with  malignity,  prevail- 
ingly inclined  to  rebellion.  Being  destitute  of 
resignation,  the  charm  of  their  outward  excel- 
lence is  dissolved  in  the  furnace  of  trial.  Large 
is  the  number  of  those,  who  thus  disappoint 
the  charitable  hopes  and  delighted  confidence 
of  the  serious  and  wise.  When  they  com- 
mence the  habits  of  brutal  intemperance; 
when  they  become  polluted  by  habits  of  fraud 
and  injustice ;  when  they  arm  themselves  witli 
violence;  the  inquiring  world  ascribe  all  these 
new  born  enormities  to  some  peculiar  trial  or 
bewildering  disappointment.  They  plead,  in 
apology  for  their  guilt,  the  irresistible  and 
ruinous  effects  of  misfortune,  while  Heaven 
knows  that  the  malady  is  seated  in  an  evil  and 
irreconciled  heart.  The  disposition  of  the 
submissive  suffers  no  evil  in  the  day  of  ca- 
lamity. But  the  fairest  picture  of  moral  glory 
may  be  blottedout  by  a  deed  of  rashness  ;  and 
the  splendour  of  a  useful  life  be  tarnished  for- 
ever, by  bowing  to  the  sceptre  of  temptation, 
and  refusing  to  hearken  to  the  mandatory 
voice  of  Jehovah. 

Our  mortal  inheritance  is  crowded  with  a 
variety  of  trials  and  calamities.  No  human 
strength  can  turn  them  aside  ;  and  neither 
the  devices  of  the  wicked,  nor  the  holy  im- 
portunity of  the  righteous  can  procure  a  path, 
that  is  entirely  free  from  disappointment  and 
sorrow.  Afflictions  of  every  kind  have  an  es- 
sential influence  on  the  disposition  and  heart. 
This  influence  is  like   a  chymical  fire  ;  it 
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promises  to  waste  away,  in  subtle  vapour,  the 
rising  enmity  of  the  heart,  while  it  gives  to 
this  vital  poison,  a  more  deleterious  power, 
and  prepares  it  to  be  diffused,  with  an  amaz- 
ing volatility,  through  all  the  energies  of  body 
and  mind.  In  others,  it  melts  away  the  tinsel 
image  of  loveliness,  and  mingles  the  brightest 
gems  of  civil  excellence,  with  the  useless  cru- 
cibles of  the  furnace.  There  are  many,  whom 
it  softens  for  a  time,  and  only  fits  them  for  a 
more  impenetrable  hardness,  and  prepares 
them  to  stand  as  fearless  of  God,  as  the  iron 
image  of  ancient  vision.  These  unhappy  ef- 
fects of  afOict  ion  upon  the  disposition  and  mind 
of  man ,  are  avoided  by  the  holy  agencies  of  re- 
signation, and  all  things  are  made  to  work  to- 
gether for  good.  The  pure  gold  is  liable  to  no 
diminution  from  passing  the  fire ;  the  dross  and 
alloy  are  left  behind,  and  the  precious  sub- 
stance receives  additional  purity  from  every 
successive  trial.  In  searching  for  the  well 
disposed,  and  for  those  whose  tempers  are  in- 
fused with  celestial  love,  whose  benignity  is 
not  the  creature  of  prosperity  and  propitious  oc- 
currences, we  must  leave  the  sons  and  daugh- 
ters of  nature,  and  repair  to  the  shrine  of  re- 
conciliation ;  there  shall  we  find  dispositions 
of  intrinsic  worth,  and  hearts  that  are  mould- 
ed to  virtue  and  holiness,  whose  garments  of 
praise  are  the  incorruptible  gift  of  heaven. 

As  the  disposition  is  muCh  controlled  by  the 
influence  of  resignation,  so  likewise  is  the  ac- 
tual character  of  man.     Pitiful  is  the  opinion 
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entertained  by  thousands,  that  youthful  inof- 
fensiveness,  united  with  the  fashionable  civili- 
ties of  life,  and  an  inchuation  to  perform  the 
duties  of  morality  are  the  constituent  principles 
of  respectability  and  worth.  Good  character  is 
not  the  growth  of  an  hour;  it  is  not  called  in- 
to being  by  the  transient  salutation  of  the  ear- 
ly dew,  and  the  benignant  ray  of  prosperity. 
These  may  originate  a  resemblance  to  the  sub- 
jects of  reconciliation,  but  like  figures  of  wax- 
work, it  retains  its  mimic  beauty,  while  shel- 
tered from  the  storm,  but  melts  to  deformity 
in  the  heat  of  the  day,  and  moulders  to  obliv- 
ion under  the  mist  of  the  evenino:.  Resig^na- 
tion  to  the  will  of  Heaven  is  indispensably  re- 
quisite in  the  formation  of  character.  The 
youth,  who  is  governed  by  this  holy  exercise, 
is  prepared  to  retain  and  enhance  the  glory  of 
natural  endowment,  mid  of  civil  and-scientific 
acquisition.  Far  from  relying  upon  the  out- 
ward splendor  of  action,  success  and  prosper- 
ity are  not  permitted  to  bewilder  and  ensnare 
his  soul,  hut  kindle  to  purer  fervors  his  love  of 
a  munificent  Divinity,  His  virtuous  princi- 
ples are  uniformly  exercised  to  answer  the  de- 
mands of  Divine  glory,  and  they  reveal  them- 
selves in  forms  both  of  local  and  of  universal 
benevolence.  Every  trial  he  is  doomed  to  meet, 
confirms  his  integrity,  and  gives  him  an  addi- 
tional elevation  above  the  vanities  and  allure- 
ments of  the  world.  Many  characters  that  are 
formed  independent  of  the  exercises  of  resigna- 
tion, perish  in  feats  of  violence,  or  languish  in 
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the  scenes  of  voluptuous  dissipation.  Thou- 
sands go  out  apparently  unspotted  from  the 
world,  and  return  in  an  hour,  indelibly  tar- 
nished with  corruption  arid  vice.  A  reconcil- 
ed spirit  is  free  to  go  where  providentially  call- 
ed; it  may  travel  the  streets  of  the  licentious ; 
it  may  pass  the  camp  of  in  fidelity,  withstand 
the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked,  and  still  retain 
theunmarred  countenance  of  the  saint. 

Multitudes  are  raised  into  notice  by  an  as- 
piring ambition.  Their  interest  requires  them 
to  maintain  an  ostensible  integrity  of  heart,  to 
manifest  a  glowing  and  expansive  benevo- 
lence, and  to  espouse,  vv^th  indefatigable  zeal, 
the  cause  of  virtue  and  national  aggrandize- 
ment. Attended  with  success,  they  obtain  an 
exalted  place  on  the  rolls  of  fame.  They  are 
charmed  with  the  fascinating  splendor  of  their 
own  deeds,  and  having  a  name  to  live,  they 
belivethat  name  to  be  immortal.  Alas!  the 
race  of  ambition  is  short,  the  prize  is  vain,  the 
pleasure  painful,  and  the  glory  transient!  Be- 
ing destitute  of  the  spirit  of  reconciliation,  and 
disregarding  the  will  of  Heaven,  they  are  dri- 
ven by  the  fiowns  of  Providence,  from  the  dar- 
ing heights,  to  which  they  have  soared  into 
the  depths  of  disgrace  and  despair. 

Mental  accomplishments  and  civilized  man- 
ners are  considered  among  the  requisite  mate- 
rials of  character.  These  arc  iisuaily  collected 
in  the  tender  years  of  life,  and  raised  into  ami- 
able forms,  by  the  foster  log  hand  of  parental 
care  and  academic  instruction.     Untried  by 
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experience,  the  fair  pupil  is  inspired  with  en- 
rapturing hopes  and  beholds  with  a  pleasing 
enthusiasm  the  gilded  perspectives  of  futurity. 
He  advances  into  the  world,  disappointment 
and  calamity  assail  him,  temptations  induce 
him  to  suspect  the  rectitude  of  divine  govern- 
ment, and  the  materials  of  his  character  not 
being  cemented  by  vital  piety,  nor  defended 
by  resignation  are  wrecked  and  thrown  into 
ruin.  Stripped  of  his  arliiicial  disguise,  he  ap- 
pears in  the  ranks  of  the  rebellious  enemies  of 
God.  If  we  be  guided  by  submission  to  the 
Divine  will,  our  early  acquirements  are  con- 
secratedto  continual  enlargement  and  perma- 
nence, our  undertakings  are  stripped  of  their 
danger,  whether  they  succeed  or  fail.  What 
early  genius  and  a  becoming  deportment  have 
promised  the  world,  we  are  enabled  by  the 
spirit  of  reconciliation  to  exhibit  with  encreas- 
ing  lustre  before  their  eyes. 

The  usefulness  of  character  depends  greatly 
upon  pious  resignation.  Men  of  eminent  tal- 
ents and  honorable  principles  are  capable  of 
services,  that  are  worthy  of  praise  and  benefi- 
cial to  the  world.  The  secrets  of  nature  have 
been  explored  with  surprising  success  by  the 
unde  out.  The  paths  of  science  have  been 
illuminated  and  the  burdens  of  life  diminished 
by  the  labors  and  inventions  of  unhallowed 
genius ;  and  the  political  sceptre  has  been 
sw  ayed  to  advantage  by  those  who  asked  not 
of  God  for  wisdom.  The  good  of  society  is 
daiiv  promoted  by  exertions  that   are  made 
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without  regard  to  the  divine  glory.  If  charac- 
ters may  be  thus  useful,  independent  of  resig- 
nation they  must  be  infinitely  more  useful, 
when  formed  by  the  guidance  of  Heaven,  they 
abound  in  spiritual  and  temporal  advantages. 
It  maybe  dangerous  to  imitate  any  fellow  mor- 
tal, till  our  hearts  become  reconciled  by  the 
power  of  grace.  The  hearts  and  motives  of 
others  are  reconciled  beneath  the  glare  of  no- 
ble actions  and  tribes  of  imitating  adventurers 
aspire  to  drink  with  them  the  lavish  eulogies 
of  fame.  Pleased  with  the  resemblance,  they 
reject  the  only  pattern  of  perfect  excellence. 
The  greatest  models  of  moral  virtue  are  liable 
to  failure.  In  times  of  grievous  visitation,  they 
leave  us  to  wander  alone  in  the  wilderness  of 
trial,  to  repine,  to  murmur,  to  languish  and 
die.  On  the  other  hand  the  subjects  of  resig- 
nation arenot  inferior  in  their  useful  efficiences. 
In  the  day  of  prosperity  and  in  the  night  of 
affliction  they  are  burning  lights  on  the  rug- 
ged coast,  that  invite  and  guide  us  to  safety. 

A  constant  and  heedless  view  to  the  divine 
will  and  an  unshaken  confidence  in  the  recti- 
tude of  providential  dealing  leave  no  hour  of 
life  in  which  is  wanting  the  most  powerful  mo- 
tives to  benevolence  and  virtue.  As  the  light 
and  the  darkness  are  alike  to  the  Lord,  and 
his  goodness  is  an  unceasing  principle  in  his 
righteous  agency,  so  those  who  duly  regard 
his  holy  pleasure  and  aspire  to  bear  the  re- 
stored image  of  their  Maker,  are  uniformly 
engaged    in   noble  pursuits   and  munificent 
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deeds.  The  purest  charities  of  the  heart  arc 
often  exercised  in  secrecy  from  the  gazing 
world.  Is  our  benevolence  to  slumber  unless 
it  can  appear  in  great  parade  and  ostentation? 
A  great  portion  of  our  time  must  expire  with- 
out profit  to  ourselves  or  others.  And  who 
can  say  that  this  is  not  the  pitiful  condition 
of  many  unresigned  souls,  whose  characters 
however,  are  elevated  to  the  heights  of  po- 
pular renown  ?  The  utility  of  actions  is  not 
to  be  calculated  alone  from  their  tendency  to 
temporal  good,  for  this  bears  no  proportion 
to  the  everlasting  good  of  the  soul.  By  the 
influence  of  resignation  we  are  qualified  to 
alleviate  the  burdens  of  the  depressed  ;  to 
remove  the  heavy  melancholy  and  perplex- 
ing doubts  that  hang  upon  the  prospects  of  the 
afllicted;  and  to  describe  that  sure  refuge  for 
all  the  children  of  reconciliation.  No  love  of 
moral  fame  can  incline  the  heart  to  benevo- 
lence and  charity,  like  a  holy  regard  to  the  will 
and  glory  of  the  Creator.  If  we  are  providen- 
tially beaten  in  the  storm  ;  if  we  are  disheart- 
ened by  a  succession  of  trials ;  if  we  are  per- 
secuted by  theinvidious;  while  there  remains  a 
drop  of  agony  to  be  wrung  from  our  hearts,  it 
will  be  kind  in  heaven  to  lead  us  to  the  doors 
©four  humble  and  resigned  fellow  mortals, 
rather  than  to  plead  for  the  commiseration  of 
those  who  refuse  subjection  to  the  will  of  God. 
The  influences  of  resignation  are  conspicu- 
ously displayed  in  dignifying  the  human  char- 
acter. The  intrinsic  dignity  of  man  must  arise 
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from  virtuous  and  holy  principles  and  the  con- 
formity of  his  actions  to  the  will  of  Heaven. 
Conciliated  sentiments  of  the  Divinity,  under 
all  his  dispensations,  never  fail  to  originate  a 
resemblance,  according  to  our  measure  with 
his  moral  attributes  and  perfections.  Our  for- 
feited claims  to  his  favour  revive,  by  the  exer- 
cises of  submission,  and  are  re-established  by 
the  word  of  promise.  The  disgrace  of  apos- 
tacy  is  elfectually  removed,  and  we  are  fav- 
oured, with  a  participation  of  his  communi- 
cated glory.  Dignity  that  arises  from  natural 
endowments,  splendid  achievements,  or  from 
distinguishing  titles  is  vain  and  transient.  But 
the  honour  that  is  bestowed  through  the  ex- 
ercises of  submission  is  formed  of  emanation 
from  above,  and  is  both  immortal  and  divine. 
The  beauty  of  character  is  also  intimately 
connected,  with  a  uniform  and  reverential 
subjection  to  the  divine  will  of  our  Creator. 
The  subjects  of  regeneration  are  not  imme- 
diately permitted  to  inherit  the  full  measure 
of  perfect  men  in  Jesus  Christ.  The  remains 
of  corruption  lurk  within  them  ;  infirmities 
and  moral  rudeness  mark  their  bestexertions, 
when  however,  they  are  called  into  the  school 
of  adversity  and  resign  themselves  under  the 
rod  of  chastisement,  their  faults  are  corrected, 
their  hearts  meliorated  and  a  new  and  more 
fervent  obedience  gives  additional  fairness  to 
their  moral  beauty.  Resignation  quickens  and 
purifies  the  tender  sympathies  of  nature.  It 
is  easy  to  distinguish,  from  the  unrelenting 
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multitude,  those  who  have  experienced  a  re- 
finement from  the  softening  hand  of  atliiction. 
Their  deportment  is  endeared  by  its  peculiar 
mildness.  They  need  no  promises  of  reward, 
m  order  engage  them  in  the  labours  of  bene- 
volence. Being  conformed  to  the  will  of 
Heaven  they  adorn  and  dignify  their  character 
with  all  the  graces  of  our  holy  religion. 

The  acceptability  of  character  in  the  sight 
of  God  must  depend  upon  the  reconciliation 
of  the  heart  to  his  holy  will.  The  temporal 
advantages  of  a  regular  and  active  life  are 
universally  acknowledged,  and  the  infelicities 
moral  iniquity  are  proclaimed  from  all  the  of 
haunts  of  the  wretched.  The  fair  forms  of  vir- 
ture  and  godliness  procure  the  good  opinion  of 
the  world.  Habits  of  temperance  and  sobriety 
render  the  paths  of  promotion  accessible  to  our 
feet,  enable  us  to  participate  with  a  lively  rel- 
ish the  bounties  of  Providence,  and  favor  us 
with  a  valuable  share  of  social  entertainment. 
The  useful  labours  of  genius  command  the 
privilege  of  basking  in  the  full  efulgence  of 
mortal  praise.  Yet  ail  these  are  insufficient  to 
stamp  a  real  wortli  upon  character.  The  ap- 
plauding voice  of  millions  can  never  delude 
the  judge  of  the  earth,  nor  confound  before 
infinite  discernment  the  distinctions  between 
the  labours  of  his  grace  and  the  works  of  hu- 
man strength.  Hence  an  intolerable  poignan- 
cy must  attend  the  disappointment  of  those, 
who  fondly  compute  the  essential  worth  of 
character,  from  the  transient  benefits  it  pro- 
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cures  them  on  the  journey  of  life.  They  sup- 
posed their  virtues  and  the  amiability  of  out- 
ward deportment  would  purchase  them  an 
everlasting  residence,  in  the  complacency  of 
the  holy  Divinity,  that  their  outv/ard  appear- 
ance  would  be  competent  to  conciliate  his  fa- 
vor, and  make  them  be  classed  with  the  saints 
in  glory.  The  great  inspector  of  men  and  of 
conduct  will  penetrate  the  tinsel  disguise  and 
approve  or  condemn  according  to  the  state 
and  complexion  of  the  heart.  Have  they  foU 
lowed  the  dictates  of  an  unsubdued  will  ?  they 
must  appear  before  him,  without  a  trait  of  his 
imao-e  or  a  single  feature  of  loveliness.  Tre- 
rnendous  beyond  description  must  be  that 
hour,  when  the  boasted  decorations  of  char- 
acter, the  lustre  of  popular  renown^  and  the 
splendor  of  laudable  achievements  are  doom« 
ed  to  pass  away,  like  the  charm  of  a  dream. 
Resignation  acquires  from  above  those  mate* 
rials  of  character,  which  can  never  decay.  It 
gives  a  new  creation  to  the  inward  man,  and 
draws  in  the  soul  a  resemblance  to  Christy 
that  cannot  be  defaced  by  time  nor  death.— ^ 
Pleased  with  the  purchase  of  his  own  blood 
and  the  communicated  splendor  of  his  moral 
excellence,  the  holy  Redeemer  will  pronounce 
an  eulogium  upon  the  sons  and  daughters 
of  resignation,  and  establish  their  character 
and  glory  upon  the  immovable  pillars  of  eter- 
nity. 
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CHAPTER  yill. 

THE  INFLUENCE  OF  RESIGNATION  ON  DEVO- 
TION. 

CONSECRATED  by  Divine  grace,  the 
submissive   and  devotional  exercises  of  the 
heart  are  accompanied  with  peculiar  dehght. 
The  soul  that  is  engaged. in  devotion,  is,  at 
once  elevated  above  temporal  vanities,  where 
its  nobler  sensibilities  are  alive  to  entertain- 
ments, whose  worth  hath   never  entered  the 
hearts  of  the  speculative  world.  The  high  ton- 
ed raptures  of  sense  are  of  a  mean  origin  and 
allied  to  pain  and  anguish  ;  their  continuance 
is  momentary,  and  they  are  succeeded  by  lan- 
guor and  irksomeness.  Transient  is  the  pleas- 
ure of  that  dream,  in  which  we  climb  to  some 
alluring  eminence ;  and  it  is  often  succeeded 
by  the  breath  suspending  pain  of  falling  into 
the  depths  of  wo.     So  our  ascent  in  raptures 
is  frequently  followed  by  the  most  depressing 
sentiments  of  wretchedness.     The  joys  of  de- 
votion are  far  different.    Are  they  high  ]  they 
do  not  fatigue  the  powers  of  the  mind.     Are 
they  faint  ?  they  cease  not  to  be  pure  and  pre- 
cious.    They  flow  from  the  Divine  nature, 
and  never  can  suffer  any  diminution  of  excel- 
lence from  the  most  grevious  vicissitudes  of 
temporal  life.      Public  and  private  devotion 
will  for  ever  characterize  the  children  of  God. 
Although,  it   cannot  be  supposed   that  the 
counsels  of  the  Almighty  will  be  altered  by  the 
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intercessions  of  piety;  yet  devotion  is  appoints 
ed  as  a  mean  of  access  to  the  throne  of  grace, 
and  also  a  medium,  by  which  the  rays  of  sove- 
reign mercy  are  poured  upon  the  soul.  The 
fountain  of  natural  light  is  the  same  from 
generation  to  generation.  If  the  shaded  and 
withered  plant  in  the  forest  be  invigorated  and 
clothed  with  glory  through  the  influence  of 
vivifying  light,  it  is  not  because  the  son  hath 
altered  its  course,  but  because  the  hemlock 
and  night  shade  are  radically  removed  from 
soil,  and  no  longer  beshroud  it  in  their  fatal 
the  darkness.  Thus  if  the  soul  be  renewed 
by  devotion  and  quickened  by  Divine  light,  it 
does  not  imply,  that  the  purposes  of  God  are 
changed,  but  rather  that  the  sins  and  stub- 
bornness of  our  hearts  are  destroyed,  which 
alone  exclude  us  from  the  h'oht  of  his  coun- 
tenance. 

Public  devotion  mingles  with  it  a  fellow- 
feeling,  calculated  to  enliven  our  love  of  God 
and  maB,  and  is  designed  both  to  improve  our 
social  talents  and  to  honor  in  public  our  great 
Creator.  Secret  devotion  seems  to  bring  us 
nearer  to  heaven,  where  the  soul  without  re- 
serve can  unbosom  all  its  desires.  It  is  high- 
ly  probable,  the  purest  joys  are  found  in  this 
private  access  to  the  throne  of  Grace,  Re- 
signation is  indispensably  requisite  in  this  de« 
lightful  employment. 

The  resigned  soul  alone  is  qualified  to  com- 
mune with  the   holy  Divinity;  it  cheerfully 
acquiesces  in  the  disposal  of  events,  and  is 
r2 
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raised  towards  heaven,  with  increasing  lova 
and  reverence.  Resio^nation  briohtens  before 
it  the  glorious  perspectives  of  faith,  and  ena- 
bles it  to  discover  the  unalterable  righteous- 
ness and  judgment,  which  are  the  habitation 
of  God's  throne  for  ever.  Without  submission 
there  can  be  no  pleasure  in  devotional  employ- 
ment. Prayer  would  become  an  empty  form 
and  the  earnest  pleadings  of  the  heart  would 
constitute  a  scene  of  solemn  mockery.  The 
unresigned  can  have  no  regard  to  the  Divine 
glory,  either  in  their  secret  exercise  or  open 
transactions.  They  contend  for  the  domin« 
ion  ;  or,  in  other  language,  endeavor  to  per- 
suade the  Almighty  to  bend  from  the  counsels 
of  his  own  will,  and  conform  to  their  feelings 
and  views,  instead  of  aiming  to  be  transform- 
ed and  likened  to  the  Divine  nature. 

Resignation  is  accompanied  with  an  impar- 
tial feeling  for  all,  whom  it  shall  please  God 
to  make  the  subjects  of  his  Grace.  The  na- 
tural pride  and  revengeful  sentiments  of  our 
hearts  would  induce  us  to  a  different  course 
and  pollute  our  sacrifice  with  malevolence. 
We  should  feel  at  least  a  secret  unwillingness 
that  God  should  make  the  poor  and  wretched 
and  especially  our  inveterate  enemies  as  fair 
or  fairer  candidates  for  glory  than  ourselves. 
Devotion,  that  is  wrought  in  the  spirit  of  true 
submission,  deposits  all  artificial  distinction 
with  hatred  and  malice  in  the  dust,  and  unites 
in  joy  with  the  hosts  of  heaven  over  one  re- 
penting sinner,  whether  he  be  a  beggar,  who 
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trembles  at  our  gate,  or  a  magistrate,  who 
rules  a  nation,  and  rejoices  in  the  hope  of 
meeting  in  heaven  all  those  unto  whom  Christ 
shall  be  pleased  to  administer  an  entrance. 

True  devotion  elevates  the  soul  into  a  sus- 
taining view  of  the  divine  promises.  Even  a 
timorous  expectation  of  their  accomplishment 
upon  us,  kindles  in  the  heart  the  sacred  fer- 
vors of  christian  zeal.  The  dreary  distance 
from  the  present  to  a  future  period  is  enlight- 
ened by  faith;  and  without  immediate  experi- 
ence of  promised  blessings  the  soul  is  resion- 
ed  and  rejoices  that  God's  word  is  not  subject 
to  vanity,  but  is  unalterably  true  in  every 
point  concerning  which  it  is  righteously  spo- 
ken. Destitute  of  this  submission  man  is 
poorly  cjualified  to  address  his  God  in  prayer. 
Being  unresigned  with  regard  to  the  time  fix- 
ed in  infinite  wisdom  for  the  bestowment  of 
promised  blessings,  he  will  fervently  solicit 
them ;  and  because  they  do  not  descend  at 
the  conclusion  of  his  petitions,  his  supposed 
faith  is  gradually  extinguished,  impatience 
succeeds,  and  the  whispering  language  of  his 
soul  is  in  the  style  of  ancient  pride ;  "  Depart 
from  us,  for  we  desire  not  the  knowledge  of 
thy  ways." 

The  manner  in  which  Divine  favors  are 
conferred  upon  us,  requires  the  exercises  of 
resignation.  The  prayerful  orphan  is  entitled 
by  the  word  of  promise  to  the  parental  pro- 
tection of  his  God.  In  answering  prayers, 
that  embrace  the  desirable  blessing,  he  may 
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frequently  find  the  trials  and  aftiiclionsoflife, 
encreased  at  every  step,  and  the  fervors  for 
which  he  pleads,  disguised  beneath  the  dark 
apparel  of  calamity.  Reconciliation  renders 
delightful  the  holy  importunity  of  his  soul, 
and  mingles  with  devotion  the  sustaining  in- 
fluences of  patience  and  hope. 

That  part  of  prayer,  which  relates  to  the 
triumphs  of  grace  in  the  hearts  of  others,  and 
the  approach  of  millennial  glory,  must  be  made 
with  entire  submission  to  the  Divine  sover- 
eignty, in  order  to  constitute  a  transforming 
and  edifvino'  service.  The  chanofes  that  are 
to  be  brought  about,  the  instruments  that  are 
to  be  employed  are  known  only  of  God.  The 
time  in  which  the  wrath  of  man  shall  rage, 
and  Christianity,  with  all  its  votaries,  be  sub- 
ject to  the  sarcastic  smile  of  infidelity,  must 
be  submitted  to  the  great  Judge  of  the  earth. 
We  must  realize  that  as  the  Heavens  are 
high  above  the  earth,  so  are  his  ways  above 
our  ways,  and  his  thoughts  above  our  thoughts. 
Thus,  through  the  influence  of  the  spirit,  piety 
delights  to  name  the  hope  of  Zion,  and  dwell 
in  her  prayers  on  the  triumphs  of  her  exalted 
King. 

In  public  and  private  our  prayers  are  made 
with  a  view  of  obtaining  the  soul  transforming 
influences  of  grace  and  evangelical  doctrines. 
Much  consolation  arises  from  the  hopes,  that 
we  may  be  guided  by  the  spirit  of  truth  to  a 
right  understanding  of  the  everlasting  gospel. 
Irreconciliation  wishes  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of 
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Divine  dochines,  but  is  opposed  to  the  mode 
of  their  operation,  aod  complains  of  the  seve- 
rity of  their  requisition.  If  it  solicits  the  ef- 
fect of  salutajy  doctrines,  it  by  no  means  con- 
sents to  relinquish  the  favourite  entertainments 
of  the  world.  It  would  incorporate  with  na- 
tural and  philosophic  principles  those  Divine 
precepts  and  doctrines,  which  would  give  a 
brilliance  to  outward  character  and  confirm 
the  clainis  to  renown.  Nothing  can  be  more 
provoking  in  the  sight  of  God,  than  for  man 
to  plead  for  the  forms  of  godliness,  while  he 
denies  and  attempts  to  elude  the  power. — 
The  subjects  oi^  reconciiiation  desire  the  vi- 
tal influences  of  grace,  and  the  full  opera- 
tions of  Divine  counsel,  the  restraints  of  which 
are  followed  with  joy  and  an  increasing  puri- 
ty of  life  and  character. 

Vital  irreconciliation  is  too  frequently  the 
cause  of  that  discourao:ement  and  irksomeness 
that  brood  in  the  retreats  of  the  closet.  It  is  a 
current  opinion  among  men,  that -there  is  a 
Divinity  in  the  heavens,  whose  ear  is  for  ever 
attentive  to  the  cries  of  his  rational  offspring. 
There  are  probably  but  few,  who  have  arrived 
to  years  of  discernment,  who  have  not  been 
forced  by  fear  and  sinking  infirmity,  to  lift  a 
suppliant  eye  to  the  present  help  in  time  of 
need.  When  they  are  assailed  by  danger  and 
encompassed  with  terrific  threatenings,  they 
feel  a  kind  of  conscious  sincerity  in  their  reit- 
erated petitions  for  mercy,  receiving  none^ 
liowever,  because  they  ask  amiss,  they  be- 
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come  wearied  of  the  experiment  and  dare  to 
suspect  the  efficacy  of  prayer,  till  driven  to 
the  last  extremity,  they  invite  the  righteous 
around  them,  tremulously  entreating  them  ; 
*'  Call  upon  your  God,  if  so  be  he  may  hear 
and  have  mercy,  that  we  perish  not."  No 
sooner  does  the  storm  subside,  the  thunders 
retire  from  the  sky,  and  the  billows  of  tribu- 
lation recede,  than  the  pride  of  the  heart  arises 
from  its  lurking  seclusion,  rallying  from  de- 
pression every  rebellious  feeling, leading  them 
without  hesitation,  to  ascribe  every  devotional 
exercise  to  human  weakness  and  the  relent- 
less empire  of  superstition.  An  unreconciled 
and  unsubdued  will  excludes  from  the  heart 
the  sniilos  of  Divine  favour  and  the  same  will 
inclines  them  to  bid  a  final  adieu  to  the  sacred 
shrine  of  devotion. 

From  the  imperious  dictates  of  early  in- 
struction and  habit,  it  is  common  for  men  to 
regard  a  round  of  devotional  duties.  It  would 
resemble  an  excruciating  abstinence  from  the 
comforts  of  life,  to  make  omission  of  the  in- 
tercessory forms  to  which  they  had  been  long 
addicted  ;  and  for  the  want  of  true  resigna- 
tion these  forms  are  an  irksome  task  ;  and  the 
richest  felicity  they  can  boast,  arises  from  a 
vain  expectation,  that  they  have  appeased  the 
wrath  of  indignant  Heaven,  and  constituted 
an  atonement  for  sins  already  committed. 
The  resigned  soul  is  not  constrained  by  fear 
alone,  nor  by  the  power  of  habit  to  its  devo- 
tional  exercises.     It  is  drawn  bv  the  sweet 
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influences  of  the  spirit,  and  by  the  unalterable 
attractions  of  the  Divine  glory  ;  and  in  scenes 
of  the  deepest  distress,  or  the  most  unclouded 
prosperity,  it  visits  with  joy  the  hallowed  altar 
of  devotion,  and  pours  its  incense  from  the 
celestial  phials  of  reconciliation. 

There  are  certain  seasons,  in  which  resis:- 
nation  conveys  its  luminous  and  purifying  in- 
fluence upon  devotion.  Peculiarly  adapted 
to  this  desirable  efl*ect  are  the  retirements  of 
the  evening.  The  importunity  of  secular  care 
is  then  suspended.  The  allurements  of  visi- 
ble objects  cease  to  divide  attention,  the  van- 
ities of  fashion,  the  noise  and  bustle  of  popular 
concernments  are  not  heard  to  bewilder  our 
thoughts,  or  to  stifle  the  devotional  aspirations 
of  the  soul.  We  reflect  upon  the  scenes  of 
life,  and  discern  with  reverence  that  control- 
ing  hand,  that  delineates  our  condition.  How- 
ever grievous  the  allotments  of  Providence^ 
w^e  dare  not  entertain  a  wish,  that  they  had 
been  less  embittered  by  chastisement,  or  less 
encumbered  with  the  weight  of  trial.  Rejoic- 
ing that  the  Lord  reigneth,  we  lift  our  wait- 
ing eyes  to  Heaven,  our  bosoms  glow  with 
pure  and  fervent  affection,  and  our  spirits  are 
richly  entertained  from  the  fountain  of  life 
and  joy.  In  the  evening,  the  heart  and  the 
mind  are  susceptible  of  impressions  and 
thoughts,  which  are  not  experienced  at  other 
seasons.  The  charms  of  music,  the  voice  of 
friendship,  and  the  tidings  from  distant  kin- 
dred are   the  most  enrapturing,   when  tbej 
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are  heard  at  the  close  of  the  day.  Wc  are  then 
free  to  associate  a  thousand  eiideariiij:;  cir- 
cumstances, which  arc  all  surveyed  with  en- 
chantment. Would  th€  youth  be  sensible  of 
the  immortality  of  love,  and  retain  in  absence 
its  purest  fervors,  he  would  select  the  silent 
hour  of  retirement.  Did  the  rays  of  the  moon 
sport  in  the  tear  of  affection,  and  but  half  re- 
veal the  charms  of  his  endeared  object,  it 
would  be  enough.  Fancy  would  supply  the 
portrait,  and  bind  it  on  the  heart  for  ever. 
The  reciprocal  vows  of  fidelity  are  not  made 
to  vanish  away,  but  to  abide,  with  life  in  the 
sacred  records  of  memory.  If  we  ask  the 
guilty,  at  what  season  they  are  most  alive  to 
the  corroding  impressions  of  remorse,  and  to 
the  terrors  of  Divine  vengeance,  they  will  re- 
ply, it  is  in  the  night.  And  to  hurry  them- 
selves from  appaling  thoughts, they  must  sum- 
mon the  powers  of  invention  to  devise  new 
schemes  of  enormity  or  to  apologise  to  the 
conscience  for  those,  which  they  have  already 
achieved.  Hence  it  is  by  no  means  mysteri- 
ous, that  resigned  and  devotional  souls  are 
favored  with  the  sublimest  visions  of  faith, 
and  the  most  celestial  and*  glorious  impres- 
sions,  during  the  watches  of  the  night.  Those 
moments,  in  which  we  awake  from  sleep  and 
meditate  upon  the  holy  Divinity  with  devout 
and  reconciled  feelings,  exceed,  in  worth  and 
edifying  influence,  years  that  are  passed  in 
the  noise  and  diverting  allurements  of  the 
world. 
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There  are  times  of  danger,  which  are  try- 
ing to  the  sowL  Id  fidelity  is  made  to  trem- 
ble in  presence  of  impending  ruin.  The  in- 
flated courage  of  the  votaries  of  modern  phi- 
losophy fails.  Licentiousness  stands  aghast, 
agonizing  under  the  cruel  darts  of  remorse, 
and  compelled  with  awe,  solicits  the  interpo- 
sition of  Divine  mercy,  in  these  alarming 
scenes  resignation  has  a  happy  and  distin- 
guishing effect  upon  the  devotion  of  the  pious. 
It  procures  a  holy  fortitude  and  gives  a  calm» 
ness  and  a  sincerity  to  the  supplications,  that 
are  offered  to  God  in  the  name  of  his  Anoint- 
ed. To  illustrate  this  sentiment,  the  insertion 
of  an  extract  from  the  journal  of  a  friend  may 
not  be  entirely  useless.  ^'  The  sixth  day  of  our 
passage  we  lingered  under  a  perfect  calm.™ 
At  evening  twilight  the  awful  silence  of  na- 
ture was  broken,  by  the  hollow  murmuring 
of  a  distant  tempest,  which  seemed  to  be  tra- 
velling in  awful  majesty  upon  us.  From  sev« 
eral  infallible  signs  discovered  in  the  heavens^ 
it  was  announced  expedient  to  make  speedy 
preparation  for  that  catastrophe,  which  Vv^as 
no  sooner  betokened  than  it  began  to  be  felt. 
The  skies  were  wrapped  in  darkness,  the  tem- 
pest raged  with  irresistible  fury,  and  death 
and  eternity  were  the  only  perspectives  before 
us.  At  this  time,  I  left  my  companions  oft 
deck  promiscuously  calling  for  help  and  re« 
paired  to  the  apartment,  unto  which  the  ami- 
able and  timid  female,  whom  I  had  before 
mentioned,  had  repaired.  I  found  her  kneel- 
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ing,  and  by  the  aid  of  the  gleams  of  her  lamp 
discovered  her  celestial  visage.  Being  inter- 
rupted in  her  devotions,  she  involuntarily  ex- 
claimed: '*  Watchman  what  of  the  night?"  I 
was  too  deeply  affected  to  make  any  reply. 
She  sedately  turned  her  eyes  to  heaven  again. 
Her  lips  moved,  but  the  howling  of  the  wind 
through  the  cordage  of  the  ship,  the  noise  of 
the  broken  and  convulsed  waters,  prevented 
my  hearing  any  thing  more  than  the  following 
detached  expressions  of  reconciled  devotion. 
'^Deep  crieth  unto  deep — thine  own  time  and 
thine  own  way  are  the  best — my  father  and 
my  mother — wipe  away  from  their  eyes  the 
tears  of  sorrow — shall  I  see  their  face  no  more? 
could  I  inform  them  that  thou  art  a  present 
help  in  time  of  trouble — not  mine  but  thy  will 
be  done — come  quickly  Lord  Jesus."  At  the 
fourth  watch  of  the  night  the  storm  abated, 
and  the  dangers  with  which  we  had  been 
threatened,  had  retreated.  The  interesting 
and  devout  conversation  of  this  lovely  saint, 
together  with  her  unshaken  fortitude,  render- 
ed my  passage  one  of  the  most  interesting- 
scenes  of  my  life.  Her  age  was  but  seventeen 
years,  and  she  had  lately  been  admitted  into 
a  regular  Baptist  Church  in  the  vicinity  of 
our  metropolis." 

But  few  in  the  christian  world  are  constant- 
ly favored  with  the  cheering  illuminations  of 
faith  and  hope.  Darkness,  melancholy  and 
doubt  are  more  or  less  crouded  into  the  scenes 
of  probationary  experience.     These  evils  are 
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not  easily  removed  by  the  iofluence  of  societ}^ 
Social  diversions  only  serve  to  make  us  forget 
for  a  moment  that  wretchedness  to  which  our 
consciousness  is  again  awakened,  with  en- 
creased  discouragement.  Profound  meditation 
will  frequently  weary  and  bewilder  the  mind 5 
and  summon  into  view  a  thousand  disheart- 
ening fears  and  alarming  apprehensions.     In 
solitary  devotion,  the  soul  is  restored  from  its 
melancholy  depression,  and  is  made  by  Divine 
grace  to  soar  above  the  darkened  aspect  of 
surrounding  objects.     The  devout  sensations 
of  the  heart  and  the  feelings  of  celestial  in- 
fluence procure  a  deliverance  from  the  irk- 
some intenseness  of  disconsolate  thought,  arid 
the  perplexing  concernments  of  the  world.  Iq 
the  retired  sanctuary  of  private  prayer,  our 
views  of  the  character  of  God  are  restored 
with  additional  brightness,  and  in  the  blood 
of  the  Lamb  is  discovered  the  power  of  atone- 
ment for  sin.     The  righteousness  of  Christ  is 
applied  by  the  spirit ;  and  the  triumphs  of 
grace  over  the  depravity  of  the  heart  are  con- 
spicuously manifested.     The  painful  repining 
at  our  apostate  condition  is  removed,  by  the 
hopes  of  a  glorious  reinstatement  into  the  Di- 
vine f^vor,   according  to  a  plan  wisely  and 
mercifully  devised,  before  the  foundations  of 
the  earth  were  laid.     These  effects  of  solitary 
devotion  are  not  to  be  realized  by  every  one 
who  is  driven  to  the  closet  by  the  power  of  fear, 
by  grievous  bereavement,  or  by  a  constitution- 
al melancholy,  but  by  those  who  confidential- 
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ly  submit  to  the  Divine  government,  who  re- 
verence their  Creator,  when  he  walks  in  a 
pavilion  of  darkness,  or  when  he  appears  in  all 
the  splendor  of  his  reconciled  countenance.  It 
is  then  that  the  depressed  spirit  is  raised  from 
the  caverns  in  which  it  has  groaned.  When 
the  soul  can  say,  continue  me  in  darkness; 
protract  the  night  of  my  calamity  so  long  as 
thy  glory  and  thy  will  require ;  then  it  is  usu- 
ally found,  that  the  light  is  not  far  distant, 
that  it  will  soon  burst  upon  us,  like  the  full 
eifalgence  of  the  morning  upon  the  benighted 
and  wandering  sons  of  a  shepherd. 

The  unexpected  reception  of  favour  and 
mercy  constrains  us  to  repair  to  the  .shrine  of 
devotion,  and  offer  the  incense  of  praise  to  our 
Heavenly  Father.  When  we  are  called  to 
retreat  from  the  brink  of  the  grave,  when  we 
are  delivered  from  the  agony  of  bodily  pain; 
or  when  we  are  favored  with  the  triumph  over 
the  attacks  of  malevolence,  what  fervors  of 
gratitude  are  kindled  in  our  hearts?  We  feel 
the  need  of  a  thousand  tongues  in  order  to 
express  the  full  amount  of  encreased  obliga- 
tion. Entire  reconciliation  is  necessary  to 
perpetuate  and  heighten  the  charm  of  our  de- 
votional thanksgivings.  While  a  relic  of  dis- 
satisfaction concerning  the  Divine  government 
is  to  be  found  in  the  soul,  our  praises  will  be 
languid  and  our  intercessions  will  be  mingled 
with  scrupulosity  and  slavish  fear.  Resigna- 
tion brings  us  so  near  to  heaven  and  our  God, 
that  we  discern  with  reverence  the  rectitude 
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of  his  ways.  We  are  troubled  with  no  con- 
tending desire,  that  the  trials  and  evils,  thro' 
which  we  have  passed,  had  been  less  alarm- 
ing or  less  attended  with  poignancy  and  fa- 
tigue. We  have  no  wish  that  the  intervals  of 
our  prosperity  had  been  protracted  to  greater 
lengths,  or  brightened  with  a  greater  radi- 
ance, than  what  the  Almighty  was  pleased  to 
bestow  upon  them.  The  spirits  are  now  re- 
created by  the  return  of  celestial  benignity. 
Obedience,  which  is  an  infallible  path  to  glo- 
ry and  consolation,  more  deeply  than  ever 
engages  the  soul.  Every  power  is  summon- 
ed into  exercise  and  concurs  with  a  train  of 
gracious  affections,  to  make  our  life  a  scene 
of  wise  e2T]p!oyment,  a  song  of  praise  and  a» 
example  of  pure  devotion. 

To  resign  ourselves  by  an  act  of  devotion 
to  the  arms  of  our  Redeemer,  is  an  infallible 
method  of  surmountino^  the  allurements  of 
vice,  and  the  temptations  that  arise  in  dis- 
guised forms  around  us.  If  we  hazard  our 
character  and  felicity  upon  our  own  ability  to 
resist  and  vanquish  at  pleasure  the  dangers 
and  difficulties  that  throng  our  course  ;  if  we 
vainly  wish  to  magnify  our  bravery  and  firm- 
ness by  actual  experiment;  or  if  we  dare  to 
enter  the  field  of  conflict  alone,  we  shall  fall 
a  prey  to  the  great  devourer  of  the  souls  of 
men.  How  often  have  we  found  the  power 
of  reason,  combined  with  the  most  strenuous 
exertions  we  could  possibly  command,  incom- 
petent to  procure  us  an  escape  from  the  fas- 
s  2 
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cinating  but  deathly  empire  of  iniquity?  Dur- 
ino-  one  moment  of  resio^ned  devotion  the  en- 
ergies  of  the  soul  are  quickened  and  encreas- 
ed,  temptations  are  divested  of  their  charm, 
and  with  facility  they  are  driven  into  disper- 
sion. Yet,  how  frequently  do  men  complain 
of  the  penurious  consolations  of  prayer '?  From 
the  depths  of  their  affliction  they  have  ear- 
nestly pleaded  for  relief;  under  the  fears  of 
death  they  have  lifted  both  night  and  day  their 
voices  unto  heaven ;  and  in  the  scenes  of  pros- 
perity every  hour  has  been  perfumed  with  the 
incense  of  praise;  yet  their  grievances  were 
not  redressed ;  their  joys  remained  the  sport 
of  change,  or  enbalmed  to  immortality  by  all 
the  odours  of  devotional  gratitude.  This  com- 
plaint equally  announces  the  complexion  of 
the  heart  and  the  want  of  reconciliation  to  the 
will  of  heaven.  Young  man!  hast  thou  a  care 
for  thy  soul?  before  thou  consentest  to  enter 
the  gilded  hall  of  dissipation,  bow  in  submis- 
sion and  devote  thyself  to  Christ;  and  thy 
character  shall  not  retire  in  shame  to  the 
grave.  Invidious  slanderer!  before  thou  poi- 
son thy  arrows  in  malice,  ask  leave  of  thyself 
to  spend  one  moment  under  the  influences  of 
true  reconciliation,  and  thy  words  and  thy 
counsel  will  become  harmless.  Blasphemous 
infidel !  deposit  thy  weapons ;  submit  to  the 
sceptre  of  Jehovah,  and  devoutly  solicit  the 
lignt  of  his  countenance,  and  thou  shalt  see 
the  traveller  in  dyed  garments,  reverence  the 
greatness  of  his  strength,  and  rejoice  that  he 
has  trodden  the  wine  press  alone. 
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CHAFTEB,  IX. 

THE  INFLUENCE  OF  RESIGNATION  ON  THE 
SENTIMENTS  OF  MORTALITY. 

LINGERING  sickness  and  a  dying  hour 
are  not  the  only  seasons,  in  which  we  are  a- 
wake  to  the  sentiments  of  mortality.  They 
force  their  way  to  the  young  and  tremulous 
heart;  they  visit  the  bosoms  of  the  gay,  and 
are  not  entirely  excluded  from  the  sons  of  dis- 
sipation and  mirth.  We  are  admonished  of 
our  own  dissolution  by  all  the  objects  that  com- 
mand our  notice,  and  by  all  the  diversified 
scenes  of  life. 

To  enlarge  the  sphere  of  thought,  and  store 
the  mind  with  useful  knowledge,  we  fondly 
search  the  records  of  times  that  are  past.  Wo 
bring  into  view  that  small  number  of  actors, 
who  have  imfiiortalized  their  names  by  bath- 
ing in  rivers  of  blood,  by  swaying  with  renown 
the  rod  of  doiDinion,  or  by  labours  of  lasting 
utility  ;  but  we  inquire  in  vain  for  the  countless 
multitude,  whose  agency,  together  with  their 
names  and  style  of  condition  are  swallowed  up 
in  oblivion.  We  are  forced  to  pause  and  sigh 
that  they  were  once  alive,  like  ourselves  ',  that 
of  the  dust  they  were  formed,  and  to  the  dust 
they  have  all  returned.  We  travel  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  restless  curiosity,  and  inspect  with 
pleasing  wonder  the  works  of  genius,  of  art  and 
of  taste.  In  speechless  awe  we  tread  on  the 
ruins  of  ancient  oiagnificence,  and  are  over- 
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taken  with  solemn  impressions  of  the  wide  and 
relentless  empire  of  death.  Our  feelings  of 
joy  are  usually  followed  by  feelings  that  alarm 
the  love  of  life,  by  bringing  to  o«r  view  the  nar- 
rowness of  its  limits.  The  works  of  nature 
richly  entertain  the  heart  and  instruct  the  mind  ; 
and  while  they  loudly  proclaim  the  wi^^dom  of 
their  Creator,  they  also  speak  of  their  own  de- 
molition. Jf  we  compare  the  length  of  oup 
days  with  continuance  of  the  objects  around 
us,  they  are  scarcely  more  than  a  fleeting  vi- 
sion. Often  has  the  morning  flower  survived 
the  hand  that  planted  it,  and  the  eye  that  view- 
ed with  soft  delight  its  growth  and  bloom. — 
The  trees,  we  have  reared  with  a  kind  of  pa- 
rental afl'ection,  are  left  to  shed  and  renew 
their  foilage  and  fruit,  while  we  are  slumber- 
ing in  the  silent  grave.  The  removal  of  our 
connexions  and  friends,  allows  no  hour  of  our 
existence  to  pass  away  unthronged  with  the 
thoughts  of  dissolution.  The  retirement  of 
the  evening",  the  reis:nin£:  silence  of  the  night 
refer  the  mind  to  the  approaching  events  of  in- 
finite solemnity.  To  the  natural  heart  those 
sentiments  of  mortality  are  accompanied  with 
pain,  and  with  a  depressing  weight  of  fear  and 
dread.  It  would  gladly  evade  their  influence, 
and  wrap  itself  in  some  pleasing  fiction,  in 
which  to  dream  away  a  transient  life.  At- 
tempts' to  this  pitiful  evasion  are  fruitless. — 
The  admonitions  of  death  are  so  unremitting 
without,  and  so  important  within  our  bodies, 
thatthey  will  command  our  alarmed  attention. 
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Resignation  J  however,  pi  offers  her  consolation, 
and  gives  asalutarj  ir.lloeoce  to  those  thoughts 
and  feeHogs,  frooi  which  the  world  desire  to 
be  exeoipted. 

When  the  sentimeirls  of  rijortality  are  awak- 
ened in  the  unresig;ned  heart,  they  ha^ve  a  na- 
tural tendency  to  depress  the  spirits,  darken 
every  pro^^pect,  and  render  irksome  the  labours 
of  h'fe.  Convinced  of  the  fading  nature  of 
earthly  objects,  and  the  uncertainty  of  enjoy- 
ing in  a  future  day  the  fruits  oi^  our  present  ex- 
ertions, our  courage  fails,  and  the  powers  of 
our  body  and  mind  are  wrapped  in  languor 
and  sloth,  and  it  is  left  to  the  niiirniiirings  of  a 
restless  spirit  alone,  to  announce  that  we  are 
yet  alive.  In  all  our  laborious  undertakings 
we  are  obliged  to  forget  that  we  are  mortal^ 
or  embrace  an  enchanting  delusion  in  order 
to  accomplish  them  with  alacrity  and  speed. 
Ambition  refuses  to  lead  us  in  its  gorgeous  ca- 
reer, the  moment  it  discerns  the  emptiness  of 
its  richest  glory.  It  recoils  from  the  belief  that 
dissolution  will  consign  to  forgetfulness  the 
splendid  actions  and  the  distinguishing  laurels 
of  secular  greatness.  The  hardy  band  of  a- 
varice  is  palsied  in  the  hour  of  reflection. — 
When  the  brevity  of  life  and  certainty  of  death 
are  seriously  discerned,  we  muse  with  depres- 
sing melancholy  over  our  riches,  and  tremble 
beneath  the  apprehension,  that  we  oiust  leave 
them  to  the  possession  of  others,  and  mingle 
without  distinction  with  the  dust  of  the  mean- 
est mortals.     Under  the  impression  of  death 
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we  are  liable  to  perform  in  a  slighty  manner 
those  things  which  are  enjoined  upon  us  by 
imperious  necessity.  A  great  portion  of  our 
agency  terminates  with  the  exigencies  of  the 
present  moment.  Since  we  can  promise  our- 
selves neither  health,  nor  life  in  any  future  pe- 
riod, we  forbear  to  labour,  reserving  our 
strength  to  reproach  the  Divine  government, 
and  to  contrive  amendments  which  we  vainly 
suppose  might  well  be  made  in  the  laws  of 
Heaven. 

Resignation  has  a  surprising  influence  on 
the  sentiments  of  dissolution.  It  takes  away 
their  poignancy,  and  removes  their  depressing 
effects.  It  reversestheirinflueiice,  and  makes 
them  subserve  our  temporal  and  eternal  inter- 
est. Although  the  fading  features  of  materi- 
al objects,  and  the  ultimate  evanescence  of 
the  whole  terrestrial  scenery  impress  our  minds 
with  our  own  approaching  doom,  yet  these 
impressions  are  mingled  with  the  sublimest 
feelings  of  immortality.  Our  energies  are 
called  at  once  from  their  listless  retreats  and 
unremittingly  engaged  in  the  momentous  con- 
cernments of  being.  We  are  conscious  that 
many  of  our  present  comforts  were  procured 
through  the  instrumentality  of  our  ancestors. 
We  are  enabled  to  surmount  the  discourage- 
ments that  arise  from  the  precarious  tenure  of 
our  own  lives.  To  supply  the  wants  of  the 
day  is  not  sufficient,  but  in  obedience  to  Di- 
vine requirement  we  appropriate  our  strength 
to  labours  of  utility  and  permanence.     If  some 
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tiiture  traveller  should  fiod  a  refuge  from  the 
storm,  or  from  the  heat  of  day,  beoeaih  the 
works  of  our  hands,  enquire  for  our  name,  and 
bless  his  God,  we  are  amply  rewarded  for  our 
exertions.  If  we  be  satisfied  with  the  unori- 
ginated  counsels  of  Jehovah,  and  with  the 
righteous  allotments  of  his  providence,  we 
shall  enter  the  field  of  duty  with  a  becoming 
zeal,  and  rejoice  to  be  found  among  the  sub- 
sidiary instruments  in  accomplishing  his  in- 
finitely wise  and  benevolent  designs.  The 
space  appointed  for  our  abode  on  earth  is  nar- 
row. All  its  portions  may  be  easily  dialled 
on  the  point  of  a  diamond.  However  unim- 
portant they  may  seem,  yet  they  are  all  con- 
nected with  the  realities  of  eternity.  These 
sentiments  of  frailty  under  the  influence  of  a 
holy  reconciliation  alarm  alike  our  fears  and 
hopes,  drive  the  brooding  languors  of  indo- 
lence frOiii  our  souls,  and  excite  a  practical 
regard  to  the  injunctions  of  former  wisdom, 
which  requires  us  to  do  with  our  might  what- 
soever our  hands  find  to  do,  assuring  us  there 
is  neither  knowledge,  nor  device  in  the  grave 
whither  we  are  hastening.  To  realize  our 
transient  being,  without  the  exercises  of  sub- 
mission, either  stifles  the  love  of  exertion,  or 
hurries  us  on  to  ao'o'ravated  rebellion.  For  a 
murmuring  spirit  is  sometimes  a  raountam  up- 
on us,  and  again  it  drives  us  forward,  like  a 
legion  that  possesses  the  heart,  tempting  it  to 
every  sinful  invention. 

Fruitful  of  advantage  are  submissive  reflec- 
tions upon  the  transient  and  eventful  nature 
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of  the  present  state.  We  are  in<Ji<solubly 
bound  to  the  agile  win^s  of  time,  and  are  con- 
veyed with  equal  celenty,  whether  we  slum- 
ber and  linger,  or  be  deeply  eng-aged  in  the 
great  concerns  of  our  future  felicity.  During 
our  most  vacant  hours  a  bidden  hand  is  al- 
ways employed  in  fixing  the  complexion  and 
style  of  our  future  condition.  Thoughts  like 
these  awake  our  immortal  part.  It  fears  to 
arrive  at  the  world  of  spirits,  without  a  wise 
improvement  of  time  and  talents.  We  are 
excited  to  double  our  diligence  to  redeem  the 
time  and  strive  to  be  found  invested  with  the 
righteousness  of  Christ.  When  the  apostle 
would  enforce  on  the  mind  the  great  solemni- 
ties that  await  us  beyond  the  grave,  he  ad- 
dresses our  sentiments  of  morality ;  he  pre- 
sents to  our  view  the  shortness  of  time,  the 
certain  dissolution  of  the  tender  connexions 
and  attachments  that  are  formed  on  earth,  and 
enjoyed  with  so  much  delight.  V*  hen  we  feel 
with  him,  that  the  fashion  of  tiie  world  passeth 
away,  aspirations  after  heaven  are  quickened, 
and  strengthened  within  us,  and  we  look  for 
a  city,  whose  builder  and  maker  is  God. 

Resignation  renders  beneficial  the  senti- 
ments of  mortality,  by  m  aking  them  lead  to  j  ust 
conceptions  of  the  dignity  and  worth  of  the 
soul.  If  we  be  so  reconciled  to  our  heavenly 
father,  that  we  can  meditate  without  dread 
upon  that  momentous  period  when  creation 
shall  groan  and  die;  can  we  dare,  when  wrap-^ 
ped  in  the  silence  of  night,  bring  into  view  the 
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solemnities  of  eternity' !  what  a  multitude  of 
sublime  and  transporting  thoughts  rush  in  up- 
on the  niind.  We  survey  our  exalted  rank  in 
the  chain  of  being,  and  feel,  that,  after  the 
worm  has  rioted  upon  our  bodies,  we  shall 
live  and  out  live  the  luminaries  of  the  vsky.— 
We  are  thus  excited  to  spend  the  infancy  of 
existence  to  the  honor  and  glory  of  God,  that 
its  matured  state  may  be  employed  in  songs 
of  deathless  praise.  To  illustrate  the  worth 
and  transcendent  dignity  of  the  soul,  and  to 
evince  the  infinite  importance  of  a  pious  life, 
an  inspired  saint  calls  up  to  view  the  feelings 
of  mortality,  by  bringing  ioto  view  the  tre- 
mendous doom,  which  awaits  the  glorious 
works  of  creation.  '^  The  day  of  the  Lord," 
said  he,  '*  will  come  as  a  thief  in  the  night  ; 
''in  the  which  the  heavens  shall  pass  away 
^'  with  a  great  noise,  and  the  elements  shall 
^^  melt  with  fervent  heat,  the  earth  akso,  and 
'^  the  works  that  are  therein,  shall  be  burned 
^'  up."  Here  we  are  tremblingly  awake  to  toe 
most  solemn  thoughts  of  dissokition.  Our 
weakness  and  frailty  are  sensibly  felt,  and  we 
can  scarcely  suppress  our  fears  of  being  lost, 
with  kindred  atoms,  in  the  immensity  of 
death's  last  labors.  The  sentiments  of  mor- 
tality are  excited,  and  to  them  he  addresses 
the  following  language.  **  Seeing  then,  that 
''  all  these  things  shall  be  dissolved,  what 
'^  manner  of  persons  ought  ye  to  be,  in  all  ho- 
■ '  ly  conversation  and  godliness,  looking  for 
^^and  hasting  unto  the  comingof  the  davof 
T 
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"  GolI,  wherein  the  heavens,  being  on  iire, 
^' shall  be  dissolved,  and  the  elements  shall 
'^  melt  vi^ith  fervent  heat?  Nevertheless,  we, 
'^according  to  his  promise,  look  for  a  new 
'heaven  and  a  new  earth,  wherein  dwelleth 
*' righteousness." 

On  the  scale  of  comparison  we  appreciate 
the  objects  around  us  and  denominate  them 
valuable  or  worthless,  according  to  their  ap- 
pearance in  a  contrasted  view.  While  wretch- 
edness repiningly  broods  over  her  own  mala- 
dies, she  supposes  that  the  cup  of  wo,   and  the 
dregs  thereof  are  appointed  to  her  alone.  But 
when  she  looks  around,  and  finds  that  other  ca- 
lamities more  than  equal  her  own,  her  burden 
imperceptibly  diminishes  and  a  sustaining  for- 
titude enables  her  to  triumph  over  the  melan- 
choly depressions  of  the  heart.     The  posses- 
sors of  a  competency  often  experience  a  rest- 
less dissatisfaction  when  they  look  with  a  co- 
veting* eye  upon  the   splendid  inheritance  of 
the  rich  and  the  great.  By  surveying,  however, 
the  lower  paths  oi'  fortune,  they  return  to  their 
own  possessions,  with  renovated  delight,  and 
more  perfect  contentment.     While  the  sump- 
tuous lords  of  the  earth  confine  their  walks 
within  the  limits  of  their  own  magnificence 
and  grandeur,   they   imperceptibly    lose  the 
charms  of  bounty,  and  they  partake  the  luxu- 
ry of  their  tables  with  less  delight  than  is  felt 
by  the  wearied   sojourner,    who  receives  his 
scanty  allowance  beneath  the  oak  that  shades 
his  way. 


SENTIMENTS  ON  RESIGNATION.       219 

Our  ideas  of  good,  of  evil,  of  happiness  and 
of  Jiiissry   are   necessarily  formed   upon  the 
principles  of  comparison.     Oar  life  is  long, 
compared  with  the  life  of  many  inferior  ani- 
mals ;   but  it  is  short  compared  with  the  prim- 
itive age  of  man,  and  shorter  still,  when  com- 
pared with  the  continuance   of  the    material 
world,  and  it  shrinks  to  a  |X)int,   when  com- 
pared   with    unbounded    eternity.     Intuitive 
views  are  beyond  the  reach  of  human  attain- 
ment. We  are  oblio^ed  to  reason  and  to  com- 
pare  things  that  are  temporal,  v/ith  those  that 
are  eternal,  in  order  to  estimate  their  respec- 
tive worth  and  importance.     When  we  con- 
sider the  perishable  nature  of  earthly  objects ; 
when  we  discover  the  works  of  art  and  gen- 
ius nodding  and  mouldering  away,  or  when 
we    o^aze  in   silence  at    the    disfiofured  ves- 
tiges  of  former  magnificence,  the  impressions 
of  dissolution  are  sensibly  experienced.     We 
realize  that  we  have  no  continuing  city  below, 
and  are  compelled  to  travel  in  thought,  search- 
ing for  a  country  which  is  not  subject  to  the 
empire  of  decay.     If  resignation  befriend  our 
endeavors,  and  pour  its   tranquilizing   influ- 
ence on  the  mind,  we  are  enabled  to  transfer 
our  thoughts   from  temporal  vanities,  to  the 
unfading  scenes  of  the  celestial  world.     The 
former  are,  at  best,  but  the  gilded  toys,  that 
amuse  the  infancy   of  being ;  the   latter  are 
substantial  realities,  entirely  competent  to  an- 
swer the  desires  of  the  matured  and  immortal 
«oul     The  instability  of  human  affairs,  the 
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painful  vicissitudes  through  which  we  are 
called  to  pass,  cause  us  to  feel  our  frailty  and 
imperfections.  From  impressions  of  this  kind 
we  are  uro-ed  to  seek  after  a  world  that  is  a- 
bove  the  reach  of  derangement  and  change. 
By  submitting  to  the  divine  will,  his  immuta- 
ble counsels,  the  glory  and  permanence  of  his 
government  invite  our  confidence,  command 
our  affections,  and  sustain  our  spirits.  No 
art  can  imitate,  nor  hypocrisy  counterfeit  the 
sensations  that  crowd  upon  the  heart,  while 
vve  witness  with  pious  submission  the  languish- 
ment  and  departure  of  endeared  connexions. 
The  tender  attachments  that  bind  us  to  the 
world,  that  seem  essential  in  supporting  the 
springs  of  life,  are  dissolved.  The  tremulous 
struggles  of  the  transient  infant,  the  expiring 
groans  of  those  who  have  arrived  to  riper 
years,  draw  before  us  in  forceful  language  the 
warrant  of  our  dissolution.  If  we  look  back- 
ward there  is  death,  or  forward  behold  it  is 
there.  As  the  fowl,  that  hovers  in  vain  for 
rest  over  the  bubbles  of  the  swelling  flood, 
must  flee  to  the  distant  mountain  ;  so  the  soul 
is  driven  from  the  empty  shadows  and  forms 
of  sublunary  bliss  to  light  and  rest  on  the  e- 
lernal  tree  of  life.  Love  and  affliction  are 
hard  to  be  extinguished ;  they  mysteriously 
elude  the  power  and  triumphs  of  death.  The 
sentiment  of  dissolution  kindles  them  to  purer 
flames,  and  infuses  them  with  something  ce- 
lestial and  divine.  We  receive  the  hand  of  a 
departing  friend,    and    hear   him  bid  us,  in 
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faltering  accents,  ^'  farewell ;"  adding,  *^  We 
"'shall  soon  meet  again,  where  the  tear  of 
*^ sympathetic  sorrow  shall  start  and  fall  no 
'^  more  from  onr  eyes,  but  where  love  shall  be 
''  pure  from  the  fountain  ;  eternal  as  the  hea- 
'^vens;  making  glad  for  ever  the  city  of  God." 
Thus  by  comparing  the  transiency  of  tem- 
poral things  with  the  permanent  scenes  of  fu- 
turity, impressions  of  frailty  are  awakened, 
and  these  are  the  pangs  that  precede  the  birth 
of  immortal  hopes,  and  the  consolatory  aspi- 
rations after  unfading  glory.  Our  thoughts 
on  death,  when  controlled  by  resignation,  have 
a  peculiar  influence  in  softening,  and  render- 
ing seraphic  the  charities  of  domestic  and  so- 
cial life.  Reason  and  aru'ument  are  not  al- 
ways  successfully  employed  against  the 
strength  of  passion  and  the  ebullitions  of  a 
roiled  temper.  A  single  sentiment  of  immor- 
tality will  do  more  in  vanquishing  our  pee- 
vish and  querulous  feelings,  than  a  host  of 
tardy  arguments.  If  we  reflect  on  the  short- 
ness of  our  days,  and  the  approaching  solem- 
nities of  a  dying  hour,  we  lose  at  once  a  pro- 
pensity to  plant  our  path  with  thorns,  on  which 
ourselves  and  others  must  tread  with  ansfuisb. 
We  have  no  inclination  to  darken  our  narrow 
sky  with  the  sombre  fumes  of  discord,  or  the 
noxious  vapours,  that  arise  from  a  cynical 
morosity;  and  much  less  to  dress  with  night 
shade  the  table  of  Divine  bounty,  and  rainde 
the  cup  of  entertainment  with  the  poison  of 
malice  and  remorse  ;  knowing  that  sufficient 
t2 
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for  the  day  are  the  unavoidable  evils  thereof. 
We  kindly  endeavor  to  meliorate  our  condi- 
tion by  reciprocal  benevolence;  by  bearing 
each  others  burdens,  and  by  soothing  to  rest 
our  rising  pangs  and  anxious  cares. 

The  impressions  of  frailty  and  dissolution, 
when  felt  in  true  submission  to  the  Divine 
will,  prevent  much  criminality  and  guilt,  into 
which  we  are  liable  to  be  hurried,  when  left 
to  the  dictates  of  lust  and  passion.  Let  the 
blood  thirsty  warrior  but  say  to  himself,  ''  I 
*^  am  but  a  worm  of  the  dust,  endangered  by 
^^  the  moth,  and  in  constant  hazard  of  being 
^'  crushed  by  the  finger  of  vengeance  ;  I  must 
^'  shortly  be  brought  to  the  receptacle  of  the 
'^  dead  ;"  and  he  will  recoil  from  carnage  and 
human  slaughter.  He  will  dread  the  thought 
of  being  overtaken  by  death,  while  perform- 
ing some  horrid  deed,  and  leaving  behind 
him  a  blood  written  name,  that  shall  be  im- 
mortalized by  the  execrations  of  indignant 
posterity.  Under  all  temptations  to  lewdness, 
to  dissipation  and  injustice,  the  returning 
feeling  of  our  own  mortalfty  and  the  succeed- 
ing judgment,  never  fa41,  if  we  resign  our 
cause  to  God,  of  restraining  the  heart  and  in- 
terdicting the  commission  of  crimes,  to  which 
we  are  forcefully  tempted.  Reconciliation 
renders  beneficial  the  sentiments  of  our  frail- 
ty, by  making  them  conduce  to  a  spirit  of 
candor  and  commiseration.  When  it  be 
realized  that  we  are  all  subject  to  infirmities, 
that  we  are  men  of  like  passions,  allured  by 
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the  saaie  vanities,  and  misguided  by  the  same 
prejudices,  we  are  constrained  to  look  upon 
our  fellow  mortals  with  a  charitable  eye.  Our 
fellow  feelings  are  never  so  tenderly  alive,  as 
when  they  are  mingled  with  a  sense  of  our 
own  weakness.  The  vain  superiority,  and 
disdainful  hauteur,  which  characterize  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  mankind,  are  brought 
down  in  those  moments,  when  they  dare  to 
feel  that  they  are  mortal.  The  slanderous 
tongue  relinquishes  its  cruel  toils  during  the 
seasons  of  disease.  The  busy  hand  of  mis- 
chief is  compelled  to  rest,  when  the  thoughts 
of  dissolution  and  eternity  are  allowed  a  resi- 
dence in  the  mind.  Should  we  select  a  man, 
who  would  be  constantly  awake  to  the  cries 
of  misery  ;  who  would  heartily  sympathize 
with  the  sons  of  sorrow  ;  who  would  faith- 
fully befriend  the  character  of  the  virtuous, 
our  choice  would  not  fall  upon  one,  who  had 
never  felt  the  impressions  of  frailty  ;  it  would 
fall  upon  the  man,  who  had  tasted  the  cup  of 
sorrow  ;  who  had  made  the  thouohts  of  dis- 
solution  the  familiar  visiter  of  his  solitary  and 
devotional  hours. 

The  emancipated  slave  must  visit  in  me- 
mory the  horrors  of  the  prison,  and  the  toils 
of  former  servitude,  in  order  to  preserve  from 
languor  the  joys  of  freedom.  The  refuge  of 
the  mariner  loses  its  enrapturing  enchantment 
the  moment  he  forgets  the  dangers  and  dis- 
tress, from  which  he  has  escaped.  The  or- 
phan must  be  referred  to  her  early  bereave^ 
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merits,  and  to  the  ravages  of  death,  that  she 
may  supply  in  her  heart  the  incense  of  gra- 
titude before  her  Cod,  and  her  mortal  pro- 
tectors. Thus  aUied  to  mortahty  are  the 
vivid  and  sustaining  hopes  of  eternal  life. 
When  the  former  are  experienced  under  the 
iniUience  of  resignation,  they  rarely  fail  of 
awakening  the  latter  into  a  pure  and  celestial 
fervor.  Our  love  of  Jesus  derives  its  melting 
tenderness  from  impressions,  that  are  made 
from  a  view  of  the  great  empire  of  death. 
Gratitude  glows  in  our  bosoms,  as  we  survey 
the  sufferings  and  death  of  our  Lord.  If  we 
visit  the  garden,  in  v/hich  he  drank  the  cup 
of  ao'onv,  and  the  mount  on  which  he  endur- 
ed  the  pangs  of  dissolution  ;  our  love  is  kin- 
dled at  every  step  ;  the  worth,  the  glory  and 
excellence  are  heightened  in  our  estimation, 
in  proportion  to  the  sensibilities  of  his  amaz- 
ing sufferings,  and  distressful  death.  O  !  ye 
cold,  dead,  speculative  believers,  who  forbear 
to  travel  on  the  mountains  where  the  Re- 
deemer endured  the  cross,  and  was  assailed 
by  all  the  powers  of  death  and  hell  ;  have  ye 
ever  felt  a  supreme  attachment  and  affection 
for  your  God  ?  Do  the  sentiments  of  mortali- 
ty, and  the  sentence  of  condemnation,  which 
hath  passed  upon  all,  lead  you  to  appreciate 
the  Lamb  that  was  slain,  as  the  chiefest 
among  ten  thousands  and  altogether  lovely  ? 
The  scenes  of  mirth  and  gaiety  are  by  no 
means  fiivorable  to  useful  impressions  and 
elevated  thoughts.   Our  solitary  moments  are 
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the  best  adapted  to  serious  and  useful  exerci- 
ses. When  we  assume  an  attitude  of  medita- 
tion on  the  shore  of  the  seas  during  the  silence 
of  the  evening',  a  train  of  sublime  thoughts 
will  rush  upon  the  mind.  It  is  struck  with 
the  awe  of  immensity ;  and,  while  listening 
to  the  voice  of  the  waves,  it  considers  that  no 
one  of  them  expires  on  the  strand,  till  it  hath 
laved  the  bones  of  the  dead,  that  slumber  in 
the  caverns  of  the  deep.  When  we  pensively 
walk  over  the  dust  of  departed  mortals,  our 
minds  are  irresistibly  referred  to  the  morning 
of  the  resurrection,  when  the  trump  of  God 
shall  call  the  dead  from  the  earth,  and  the 
sea;  and  innumerable  multitudes  of  human 
forms  shall  swarm  into  being.  If  resignation 
have  brought  us  into  the  reconciled  counten- 
ance of  the  Divinity,  these  thoughts  are  no  less 
consolatory  than  awfully  sublime.  They  are 
allied  with  hopes,  that  sustain  the  soul,  excite 
our  vigilance,  and  animate  our  exertions  in 
the  service  of  the  Creator.  Far  from  causing 
us  to  disdain  a  transient  life,  they  incline  us 
to  treat  it  as  an  endeared  infant ;  to  procure 
for  it  an  asylum  from  guilt  and  ruin,  in  the 
smiles  of  Jesus;  that,  when  it  arrives  to  an 
immortal  manhood,  it  may  be  found  invest- 
ed with  the  immaculate  robes  of  his  right- 
eousness. Our  longings  after  immortality 
are  sensibly  experienced  under  the  solemn 
views  of  dissolving  nature,  and  its  reawaken- 
ino'  at  the  call  of  the  anoel?  when  this  cor- 
ruptible  shall  put  on  incorruptibility,  and  thjs 
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mortal  iai mortality,  and  death,  to  the  sons 
and  diuuhters  of  resio'iiation  shall  be  swal- 
lowed  up  in  victory. 

To  perpetuate  the  influence  of  example  on 
our  conduct,  and  to  quicken  our  energeis   in 
virtuous    pursuits,  we  often  recur  to  the  re- 
nowned benefactors  of  man,  and  seriously  re- 
gard    the   anniversary   solemnities  of    their 
death.     We  commemorate  the  dying  love  of 
our  Redeemer,  to  secure  from  slumber  a  grate- 
ful sense  of  his  triumphant  mercy  and  match- 
less grace.     It  is  highly  probable,   that  the 
memory  of  the  saints  in  glory  will  be  much 
employed  in  retrospection  upon  the  empire  of 
mortality,  under  which  they  had  once  groan- 
ed, and  upon   the  sufferings   and  death   of 
Christ,  that  they  may  praise  his  name  with 
increasing  raptures  of  joy. 

To  these  ideas  murmuring  responses  de- 
scend from  the  galleries  of  gaiety  and  mirth- 
ful pleasure ;  they  are  heard  to  exclaim,  '  the 
'  thoughts  of  dissolution    spoil  our   delights, 

*  diffuse  an    awful   melancholy  on  the  mind. 

*  They  make  our  hearts  tremble,  whenever 
'  they  are  forced  upon  us,  and  like  the  haunt- 

*  ing  ghost  of  murdered  time,  they  make  us 
'  dread  to  be  left  alone  !'  Alas  1  they  are  wan- 
dering from  their  Creator,  and  have  never 
been  led  by  the  influences  of  the  Spirit  into 
the  transporting  light  of  Divine  complacency. 
Resignation  conducts  her  sanctified  votaries; 
with  patient  and  cheerful  steps  through  this 
vale  of  tears ;    she  removes  the  depressing 
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weight  of  sorrow  from  their  hearts,  procures 
them  comforts  from  the  most  rugged  paths  of 
adversity,  and  edifies  their  souls  and  purifies 
their  hearts,  by  all  the  repeated  scenes  of  dis- 
solution. She  makes  them  partakers  of  a 
promise,  that  is  paramount  to  an  inheritance 
in  heaven;  *' All  things  shalNvork  together 
^^  for  your  good;  the  world,  life  and  death, 
^'  and  things  present,  and  things  to  come ;  all 
^^  are  yours,  and  ye  are  Christ's  and  Christ 
''  is  God's, 
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William  Marvin, 
John  Board  man, 
Denison  Williams, 
Nichs.  Page, 
Joel  A.  Wing, 
John  Douglas. 

Schoharie. 
H.  W.  Starin, 
OIney  Briggs, 
Elizabeth  Cumpston, 
John  Cummings, 
Betsey  Taylor, 


Herh  Feeck, 
Electa  Green, 
Alexr.  Crooksiiahk, 
^lariamNolton, 
Ruth  jSolton, 
Newell  Wright, 
Marv  Peek, 
R.  W.  Nolton. 
C.  H.  Starin, 
Amanda  Bissel  I, 
Sally  Gaylo!d, 
Alexander  Boyd, 
Fullv  Keene, 
Sybel  W.  Hare, 
Elizabetli  Dickinson, 
Thaddeus  Dorn, 
Catharine  Variname, 
Henry  Mandell, 
John  Curre, 
Richard  Hemstreef, 
Thomas  Sword, 
George  Caggwell, 
Timothy  Green, 
Phebe  Brown, 
John  F.  Gazly, 
Lewis  Delevergn, 
Charles  Dean, 
Prentiss  Lenard, 
W.n.  JSlcwn, 
Joseph  Totten, 
Sarali  Delevergn, 
David  Sprague, 
Gilbert  Hagadon, 
Manly  Faddleforrf* 


SUBSCRIBERS*  NAMES, 


Buaneshurgh, 
John  Young, 
Gideon  Hoi  lad  aj, 
James  Ingersoll, 
Martha  M'Cart  J, 
Silas  Marsh, 
Ebenezer  Ingersoll, 
James  Edwards, 
Dollj  H.  Ga^e, 
Abigail  Vougnt, 
Elias  Cheesman, 
James  Cumings, 
Reuben  Wooster, 
Alexander  M'Gough, 
Samuel  Knight. 

Milton, 
]  Izra  Nash, 
Silas  H.  Lundslej, 
liiel  Savage, 
Chester  Long, 
William  H.  Powell, 
Theodocia  Mitchell, 
Cornelius  Dubois, 
John  Van  Dyke, 
Lawrence  Van  Djke, 
Harmen  Prujn, 
James  H.  Hebern, 
Abraham  li.  Pajn, 
Joseph  Ilanchett, 
Henry  Suven, 
Elisha  Powell, 
Harriet  Middlebrook, 
Joseph  Boughton, 
Matthias  Shears, 
Peter  Van  Dyke, 

Ballston, 
Rev.  Reuben  Smith, 
William  Kingsley, 
Wakeman  Wakeman, 
John  Parent, 
Ezekiel  Horton, 

u 


Schenectady. 
James  Cole, 
Thompson  Morewell 
John  N.  Baird, 
Abraham  Dudley, 
Sharon, 
Zechariah  Keys, 
Jedediah  Miller, 
Andrew  Loucks, 

Canajoharie, 
John  Keys, 
Murey  Keys, 
Sarah  B.  Rundal, 
Simeon  Murey, 
Hanah  Murey, 
Peter  A.  Walands, 
Thomas  Hammond, 
Cherrij'Valley. 
J.  O.  Morse, 
Lester  Hedte, 
Wm.  McLane, 
Levi  Bardsley, 
N.  Manther, 
Abner  Stewart, 
Franklin  May, 
Waren  Johnson, 
Walther  Hoyt, 
Francis  Boman, 
Gideon  Fitch, 

Sjjringfieldo 
Robert  Ormston, 
Oness  C.  Oliver, 
Daniel  Nayes, 
Henry  Brown, 
Selok  Habins, 
Abigail 
Luther  Smith, 
Uysshite 
James  Whipple, 
Deyo  Run  row, 
Lucy  Brown, 
C.  B.  Sheldon, 
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Paterick.  McCralt'i, 
Daniel  Crandell, 
William  Baker, 
Catherine  Fisk, 
Peter  KoraVam, 
Lester  Keys. 

)}  inJiehL 
Ama  Luce, 
Nathan  Foster, 
Timothy  Sv;an, 
iXiniel  Carpenter, 
John  Fair  well, 

Cazenoviiu 
C.  Stebens, 
.J.  N.  M.  Kurd, 
Joseph  BiUT,  Jun. 
Samuel  Soutland, 
Samuel  Thomas, 
Tolcat  Eaccus, 
David  Dearburn, 
Lemuel  ^Yhite, 
Eld  ad  Webster, 
ilenry  Morell, 
Grace  Wilson, 
Jane  Allis, 
Rufus  Allan, 
Thomas  S.  Munson. 

Mimlius, 
Ebenezer  Williams,  10 
Thomas  Livingston, 
Lucy  Madison, 
Chester  Allan. 

Ifldtestoivn. 
L.  Berry, 
Wm.  Stone, 
O.  Gay. 

Germati'Flatis. 
E.  Farmer. 

Warren. 
Elder  George  Sagoin, 
Worrin  Mack, 
AUoner  Whiteman, 


CO. 


Jacob  llobins, 
David  Bellshaw, 
Abel  Nuton, 
Suby  Blatchlcy, 
John  Ward, 
Hannah  Starkwcther, 
Cullin  Townson, 
Abram  Pickard, 
ErastusGazlone,10  copies  ■. 

Cooperstown, 
George  Pomeroy, 
Ralph  Worthington, 
G.  S.  Crafts, 
H.  S.  Bradford, 
John  H.  Prentice, 
Doct.  Theodore  Pomeroy, 
E.  B.  Morehouse,  Esq. 
P.-  &  L  Thurber, 
Oran  Sabin, 
Jesse  Graves, 
Samuel  Shaw,  Esq. 
Mrs.  Martha  Wilson, 
J.  M.  Bowers,  Esq. 
Francis  Henry,  Esq. 
Walton  Carler, 
James  Averil,  Esq. 
Wm.  Wilson, 
Wm.  Averil, 
Joseph  Griffin, 
Abner  Graves, 
Joel  Scrantans, 
John  A.  Cathcart, 
Stephen  Gregory, 
E.  B.  Crandal, 
Luther  Hartwell, 
Samuel  Chase,  Esq, 
Elisha  Foot,  Esq. 
Robt.  Campbell,  Esq, 
Hervey  Luce. 

Otsego, 
Julius  Warren, 
Jared  Clark, 
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JonaUiaii  Potter, 
Cyrus  Clark,  Esq. 
Elias  Root, 
Joseph  Cheny, 
Albert  North, 
Wm.Stowel, 
John  Sha\v, 
Chitrles  Smith, 
John  Hughs, 
Doct.  William  Almy, 
Alanson  Pierson, 
Charles  Bates, 
Amos  Botsford, 
Isaac  Russel, 
Stephen  North, 
Hezekiah  Loomis. 

JlartiiicJc. 
Daniel  Carr, 
Daniel  Bebee, 
Elisha  Elard, 
James  Stowel, 
Thos.  Loomise, 
Samuel  Crafts, 
Walter  Crafts,  Esq. 
JVestford. 
Rev.  George  Coiton. 
Butternuts, 
Gen.  Jacob  Morris, 
Isaac  W^iliiams, 
W^  C.  Shankiin, 
John  Russell,  2  copies. 
Thomas  Fuller, 
Constant  Graves, 
Samuel  Stark^veather, 
Henry  Scctt, 
Lawrence  Mikmee, 
Constant  Sherman. 

A 
Thomas  Abbot,  York, 
Appoltos  Alaen,  Belfast, 
Francis  Anderson,  do. 
Win.  Arnold,  Charhstow 


Hannah  Adams,  Medfield, 

Wm.  Andrews,  Boston,  3c. 

Sarah  xippleton,     do. 

C.  Adams,  Ckavle^toivu, 

A.  Adams,  do. 

John  Q.  x\dams,  Cambridge, 

William  Allen,         do. 

Samuel  Ada^TiS,        do. 

Bearsham  Allen,  Vork, 

Benj.  Adams,  Uxbrigde, 

Elijah  Allen,  TVells. 

John  Abbot,  Bnmswick, 

Cushing  Allen,  Bath, 

Horatio  G.  Allen,  do. 

Samuel  Adams,      do. 

Wm.  Aspinwali,  Boston, 
William  Avereil, 

iJona.  Aiken, DartiUouthCoL 
Benj.  Adams,  Uocbridge, 

B 

Benj.  Buck,  Buckstoivn, 
Ebenezer  Buck,     do. 
Caleb  Brooks,         do. 
Francis  Brown,  Bart.  Col. 
J.  Buftum,  Jr.  do. 

John  Burnham,  do. 

Z.  Belknap,  do. 

J.  Bliss,  do. 

John  Brown,  do. 

Horatio  Euell,  do. 

Octavia  Brown,  Portland., 
Robert  Boyd,  do. 

T.  Buckminster,  SacQ» 
R.  Bragdon,  Fortlcind,4c. 
J  on  a.  Brad  by,  Claremonti 
Isaac  Brigham,  Ml/ford, 
Eben.  Boswoi  th,  Jishjord, 
B.  Euilard,  Ua^bridge,  2  co. 
Jos.  Bradbury,  Chester ville 
Barnabas  Eartol,  Freeport, 
Samuel  Bean,  York, 

?7,R.  Boylston,  Brooklyv, 
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Timothy  Baker,  York, 

David  and  Tiuiothj,  do.  5  c, 

David  Baker,  do. 

Levi  Bradis^h,  Portland, 

Joseph  V.  Bacon, 

Joseph  Bourn,  IVells, 

David  Bennet,  Fork, 

William  W\\\in^?,,Uxhridge,C'hciv\eii  Bean 


Benjamin  Blake,  Jlendon, 
Ebcn.  Baker,  J^*ort!ibridge, 
Jason  Babcock,         do. 
Stephen  Bruce,  Eastport, 
Jere.  Bruce,  Machias, 
Benjamin  Bourn,  JVdls, 
E.  Breton,  JS'^ewbiirijport, 
Barnabas  Bartol,  Freeport, 
Enos  Bishop,  do. 

George  Bartol,  do. 

Meriam  Bra;;don,  York, 
Elijah  Blaisdel,         do. 
Alden  Bradford,  JViscasset, 
C.  Burroughs,   Ca-rnbridge, 
Prince  Beal,  do. 

M.  Brown,  Hampstedy 
W.Brown,        do.  2  cop. 
Eleanor  Brown,  do. 
Joseph  Bailej,    do. 
Daniel  Beadle,  York, 
David  Bradbury,  do. 
Joshua  Bridges,    do. 
Jos.  Bartl ett,  Kittery, 
John  Burnham,  Limerick, 
josiah  Bragdon,  York, 
J.  Bartiett,  Cambridge, 
I.  ^rown,  jYewburyport, 
Samuel  Bay  ley,        do. 
John  Baker,  Boston, 
Edward  Blake,  do. 


Thomas  Baldwin,  Boston^ 
William  Biiijlow,    do. 
Nathaniel  Balch,    do. 
William  Brown,     do.  2  c. 
Samuel  Brown  Belfast, 
Samuel  Bradbury,  York, 
Buckminster,  Fortsmoitth 
York, 
jJona.  S.  Barrell,  do. 
llsaac  Briggs,        do. 
John  Barrell,        do. 
Jacob  Brown,  JWivburifport 
Stephen  Brighan,  Boston, 
Geo.  Blanchard,  do.  3  cop. 
William  Brewer,  Roxbiiry, 
John  Benson,  Buckstown, 
Reuben  Brown,  Concord, 

C. 
John  Cochran,  Belfast , 
Edward  Cream  or,  do. 
T.  Cunningham,  J'r.  do. 
Isaac  Corey,  Cliarjestoivny 
William  Collier,  do. 
Hannah  Crocker,  Boston, 
r.  M.  Clark,  JViwburyport, 


David  Coffin,  do. 

George  Connell,       do. 

Zebedee  Cook,  do. 

Tristram  Coffin,       do. 

William  Cook,  do. 

Winchester  Card,  York, 

Daniel  Carlisle,        do. 

Jonas  Clark,  do.  2  copies. 

E.  Cotton,  Boston,  2  do. 

Jona.  Cogswell,  Cambridge^ 

Benaiah  Clark,  Wells, 

John  Gushing,  Freeport, 

Francis  Cook,  IViscasset,. 
Jona.  Bayley,   Cliarlestowu,  Chavles  CoWiu,  JS^eicburi/, 
Samuel  Brewer,  Boston,        N.  Chamberlain,  Lebanon, 
H.  Bean,  do.  ij.Cvhurchill,  Co«corrf,  10  c. 

Mary  Bean,  do.  ;Edward  Cutt?,  iTif/cr?/,  2  c. 
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John  Crane,  JSTorthbridge, 
Timothy  CrSL^^\ii,\Douglass, 
Matthew  Cobb,  Portland, 
Sarah  Colbey, 
Asa  Clap,  do.  2  c. 

Eliza  Clap,  do. 

Samuel  Clark,  Kittery, 
Samuel  Chandler,  do. 
C.  Coffin,  Brimsivick, 
P.  Cleveland,     do. 
Nathaniel  Coffi.n,  Bath, 
J.  Crooker  do. 

T.  W.  Crooker, 
Margaret  S.  Clar-k,  Fork, 
Josiah  Clark,  do. 

W.  S.  Chapel,  do. 

J.  H.  Church,  Pelhara, 
John  Cusliing,  Free-port, 
Isaiah  Cashing,  Tliomaston, 
Elias  Chinney,         do. 
J.  Cutting,  iVoIfsboroiigh, 
Daniel  Cleaves,  Biddeford, 
James  Currj,  Saco, 
Samuel  Curtis,  Wells, 
J.  Ciiamberlain,  se^.  HoIliS' 

tov,  2  copies, 
M.  Cobb,  do  2  copies, 
J.  Chamberlain,  do. 

^.lartin  Cutler,  do 

VV.  Crowford,  l?ar^.  Coll 
Tchabod  Cl'.adbourne,  do 
Joseph  Cole,  Biickstoivn, 
C.  C.  Chandler,  Belfast, 

Tho.  Davenport,  Hollowell, 
Timo.  Dickinson,  Holliston, 
G.  Donnell,  JVewhiiryport, 
Samuel  Dean,  Portland, 
Oliver  Dustin,  Bart.  Coll. 
E.  Darling,  Biickstoivn, 
Daniel  Daniels,  Holliston, 
To  P.  Davis,  Brunswick, 

V  2 


Samuel  Davis,.  Boston, 
Calvin  Dean,  Uochridge, 
Henry  Donnell,  York, 
Mercy  Donnell,      do« 
Jotham  Donnell,     do, 
Joseph  Dane,  do. 

John  Durham,  Belfast^ 
Andrew  Derby,    do. 
William  Durham,do. 

E.  Door,  Boston,  10  copies, 
Daniel  Dane,  J\''eicbiiryport, 
Hozea  Dodge  Chariestown, 
Richard  Devens,       do. 

VV.  Dall,  Boston  3  copies, 
James  Dorrance,  JFells, 
Thomas  Dyer,  Saco, 
John  Dennet,  Portland, 
VVard  C.  Dean,  Exeter. 

E 
William  Emerson,  Boston, 
Asa  Eaton,  do. 

Benjamin  Eaton,  do. 
William  Eaton,  do. 
James  Ellison,  do. 

W.  Emerson,  do. 

Mary  Ed mond s,  Charlesto'n, 
Buckeley  Emerson,  York, 
iS.  Emery,  Parsonfield, 
Oliver  Emerson,  Mathewen^ 
Mary  Emer&on,  JS^eivlmrypt. 
Samuel  Emerson,  Upton, 
Samuel  D.Ellis,  Tompshani, 
Samuel  Emerson,  Wells, 
S.  Emerson,  JS*ewhuryport, 
Abigail  Emerson,  York. 

F 
Benj.  Floyd,  Portsmoyihy 
Joshua  Furbish,  Wells. 

F.  Freeman,  Portland, 
Luther  Fitch,  i?«r/.  Ctd. 
John  Farnum,  York^ 
Thomas  Fro?t,  Baip, 
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John  Frost,  JCittern, 
Edward  Fairfield,  Harlem, 
Daniel  Fowls,  do. 

Andrew  Frothingham,JV*eic- 

buryport, 
Mary  Frothingham,      do. 
J.  Fletcher,  J^orthbridge, 
William  Frost,  Portland, 
John  Fanar,  Cambridge, 
Levi  Fusbic,  do. 

William  Frost,  York, 
Betsey  H.  Furnace,  do. 
Robert  Follet,  KiUerij, 
H.  W.  Fuller,  Ju^-^fsfrt, 
J.  D.  Furber,  JS*ewhurifj}ort, 
D.  Fesdick,  CJiarlestoivn, 
James  H.  Foster,  Boston, 
Bo\mnV.V\e\(\,Belfast, 
Jacob  Fisher,  IFelts. 
Sam'l.  Freeman, Por^/«?2t?  2c 
Stephen  Fenster,    do. 
T.  Fanar,  Bart.  College, 
Jabes  B.  Fisher,  Fork. 

G 
Oliver  Greenleaf,  Boston,  3c 
Stephen  Gore,         do.    10  c. 
Jeremiah  Gore,       do.    10  c. 
Timothy  Green,  jr.  do. 
David  Goodwin,  Charleston, 
Edward  Goodwin,       do 
Jonathan  Gilman,       do 
Benjamin  Gage,  do 

Jacob  Green\esLf,v\'*ewhiiri/2)t 
Samuel  Gore,  Roxburi/j 
Josiah  Gilman,  York. 
Hannah  Grow,     do. 
James  Grant,       do. 
Dorcas  Gerrish,  do. 
Daniel  Gooden,  do, 


Joshua  Greenleaf, 
John  Giles,  wV.  Fort. 
Nicholas  Gilman,  iYclls,Qc. 
Dorothy  R.  Gilpatrick,do. 
Eliza  Gilpatrick,  do. 

S.  C  Greene,  U.vbridge. 
James  Gow,  HoUowell, 
Eliphalet  Gil  let,  do. 
Susan  Greenleaf,  Portland, 
Isaac  Gage,  do. 

Joseph  Grant, 
Isaac  Gardner,  Brooklyn, 
G.  Grennell,  jr.  Dart.  CoL 
Daniel  Granger,  >S^aco, 
James  Genn,  Bnckstowu, 

H 
Wm.  Hart,  For 
Richard  Hart, 
Jona.  Hartweli, 
Samuel  Hill, 
William  Harmon,  York, 
Josephus  Hov/ard,    do. 
John  Harris,  do. 

Hannah  Harmon,      do. 
Olive  Harmon,         do. 
Rufus  Handerun,  Claremoni 
Noah  Hooper,  Eiddefordy 
Joseph  Hunskum,  Saco, 
Jon.  Hunt,  JDart.  College, 
John  Hubbard,  do. 

ibijah  How,  do. 

James  Hawks,  do. 

Abraham  Hoommet,  Bath, 
Jonathan  Hyde,  do. 

D.  Harding,  jr.  Goreham, 
T.yi.'Ha.iTis, Dor  Chester,  10c. 
Jonathan  Huse,  Warren, 
Eliza  Heath,  Brooklyn, 
Eliza  Hyslop,  Uoxbury,  2  c. 


•  smoiith, 
do. 
do 
do 


Ichabod  Goodwin,  Berivick,Oiis  Holbrook,  TJxbridge, 
Stephen  Gellison,      do.        Moses  Hall,  Portland, 
George  Griffin,  JS^eivhury,    jjonathan  Hayward^  Upton 
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Seth  Hastings,  Menion, 
John  Hancock,  Bostoiu 
Persis  Holmes,        do. 
J.Hastings,  do. 

G.  W.  Hoppin,  Providence, 
Say  ward  Hobbs,  Wells , 
Henry  Hart,  do. 

Joseph  Hill,  do. 

M.  Hemmenway,     do.  2co 
Isaac  Hasey,  Lebanon, 
Levi  Hedge,  Cambridge, 
Isaac  Hurd,  do. 

Joseph  Rnvd, Charleston,  2c. 
Joseph  Hurd,  Jan. 
Jonathan  Hone,        do. 
Mary  Howard,  do 

John  Hovey  do 

S.  Hauston,  jun.  Belfast, 
Aaron  C.  Hadley,     do 
John  Huse,  do 

John  A.  Hyde,  Freeport, 
John  Hill,  Kitterij, 
George  Hammond,  do 
Joseph  Hammond,    do 
Elias  Hull, /S'eflSroaA', 
E.  Hogan,  J\^eivburi/port, 
Isaac  Hard,  Concord, 
*Uriah  Howard,  Milford,2  c 

J.  Ingraham,  Portland,  5  c 
Daniel  Ingails,  Boston. 

Gera  Jenkins,  Charlestown, 
V/illiam  Jones,  do 

E.  Johnson,  JS^ewburi/port, 
Nicholas  Johnson,     do 
James  Jewet,  Portland,  2  c 
Christopher  Jez^      do 
Daniel  Johnson,  Castinc, 
Thomas  Jsicksou,woolswich, 
Enoch  Jones,  Bath, 


William  Jenks,  do 


Nathaniel  Jeft'erds,  Wdls, 
Elias  Jacobs,  do 

?aUy  Jenkins,  Forks 
J.  Johnson,  Vaisalborough, 
Moses  Judhim,  Boston, 
N.  Jackson,  Portsmouth. 

K 
John  W.  Kimball, -DfO'f.Co/, 
Richard  Kimball,      do 
Lansoo  Kingsbury,   do 
John  Keyes,  do 

Jotlmm  Kimball,  Vt'ells, 
James  Kimball,         do 
Benjamin  Kingsley, 
Amos  Knight,  J\*e\cburi/, 
Jona.  Kettell,  Charlestoivn, 
\ndrew  Kettell,  do 

Samuel  Kidder,  do 

Henry  Knox,  Tliomastcn, 
William  King,  Bath, 
A.  Knap,  JVeichuri/yort. 

L 
Mary  Lord,  Berwick, 
M,  Lunt,  York, 
Theodore  Littlefield,  do 
Augusta  Lyman,         do 
SkippeB  Lunt,  do 

Samuel  Lunt,  jun.       do 
[saac  Lyman,         '     do 
Timothy  Lyman,        do 
James  Lewis,  Bart.  Col. 
Joseph  Lee,  Buckstown, 
S.  Longfellow,  Goreham, 
John  P.  Little,       do 
John  Lucas,  Brooklyn, 
Asa  Lyman,  Bath, 
Caleb  Lincoln,  do 
Jerom  Lorin^,    do 
J.  P.  Lord,  Portsmouth, 
Isaac  Lyman,    do 
|L.  Littlefield,  Holliston, 
Ksaac  Lincoln, 
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John  Leigliton,  Klttery,      \ 
Joseph  Litchfield,      do 
Ebenezer  Libbj,  Portland, 
Jacob  Littlefield,  Wells, 
Samuel  B.  Littlefield,  do 
John  Low,  do 

David  Legoo,  Lebanon, 
Theod.  Lyman,  Boston,  3  c 
John  Lathrop,  do 

Amos  1).  Dindsey,  do 
Joseph  P.  Ladd,  Belfast, 
Andrew  Leach,       do 
James  Locke,  JS^eicburi/port 
Jacob  Little,  do 

Joseph  Lovekin,  Freeport. 

M 
Joseph  ISl'Keen,  Fork, 
Samuel  Moody      do 
Robert  R.  Moody,  do 
George  Moulton,  do 
Daniel  Moulton,    do 
Thomas  Moulton,  do 
Prentiss  Millen,    do 
Nancy  Moor,         do 
Hannah  Moulton,  do 
Persis  Moulton,     do 
Susannah  McCowley,  do 
Benjamin  Merrill, 
Abner  Morse,  Medwaij, 
Israel  Munroe,  Boston, 
D.  Messinger,  do  3  c 

Ebenezer  Moulton,  do 
James  Merrill,         do 
Jed.  Morse,  Charlesiown, 
JohnMurry,  do 

John  M&rch, J^ewbiiryport, 
William  Moulton,    do 
Levi  Mills,  do 

William  Moody,  Belfast, 
Stephen  Mitchel,       do 
Nahum  Morrill,  Wells, 
Barak  Maxell,         do 


Silas  Moody,  Wells, 
James  Maxell,         do 
Leonard  Morse,  Freeport , 
tchabod  Marrs,  Berwick, 
Joel  Morrill,  Kittery, 
C.  Messinger,  Holliston, 
Jacob  Millen,         do 
Jacob  Millar,         do 
Win.  Messerfger,Wre?if/iani 
William  Mason,  Castine, 
Caleb  Marsh,  Bath, 
J(jhn  Marsh,       do 
N.L.Mitchell,  do 
Rufus  Moulton,  Biickstoivn, 
James  Morrison,  Dart.  Col, 
Absalom  P.  Morse,      do 
David  Mighill,  do 

Moses  Moody,  do 

Eliza  McLeflan,  Toriland, 
Abigail  McLellan,     do 
W.  McLellan,  do  2  c 

Thomas  Moore,  Claremon, 
Joel  Matthews,  do 

William  Miltamore,  JY^Cas- 

CO,  2  cop. 
J.  Morrill,  Biddeford, 
John  Marsh,  Fortsinonth, 

N 

James  Nesmith,  Belfast, 
Josepii  Noys,  JS^eirbury, 
Peter  Nurse,  Cambridge, 
Ichabod  Nichols,   do 
E.  Nichols,  Brunswick 
Joseph  Norton 
Jeremiah  Noyce,  Goreham 
P.  Newton,  Dart.  Col 
Levi  Newcomb,     do. 
Ann  Noyce,  Portland, 

O 
Mary  O'Niel,  Fork,  3  cop. 
Daniel  Oliver,  Boston, 
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P 

A.  Va.rkev,Bresden,2co'p. 
Samuel  Payne,  Fork, 
Ebenezer  Preble,  do 
Esaias  Preble,  do 
/S'usannah  Parsons,  do 
Marv  Phillips,  da 
Abner  Perkins,  do 
John  Pell,  do 
Joseph  Parsons,  do 
Susanna  Preble,  do 
Elias  Pratt,  Ojcford, 
Joseph  B.  Pities,  Ujjhrldj;'?, 
L.  11.  Prentice,  J\'*ort/ibridge 
WiUard  Preston, 

M.  Pearson,  JSTewbin^yporty 
Lucy  Pearson,  do   . 

Mary  Pearson,  do 

Nicholas  Pike,  do 

J.  Prince,  do 

John  Pearson,  do 

Richard  Pike,  do 

Sally  Pugs  ley,  Sanford, 
James  Phillips,  Boston,  3  c 
George  Pilsberry,      do 
Rebecca  Parker,        do 
Friscilla  Phillips,      do  2  c 
Octavius  Plummer,  do 
Thomas  Powers,        do 
T.  P.  Plurnmer,         do 
John  Perry  do 

Matthew  Parker,       do 
L.M.Parker,  do 

Tuiner  Phillips,         do  2  c 
Reuben  Porter,  Bart  Col. 

B.  Parks,  do 
Leonard  M.  Parker,  do 
Alex.  Perkins,  CI  ar  em  on, 
Ellas  Phinney,  Tkomas.ion, 
Atnos  Patten,  Bangor, 

IL  C.  Perley,  Meihnm, 
JJJ,  Prav,  Wells, 


John  IT.  Parsons,  Wells, 
Isaac  Pope,  do 

Edward  H.  Page,  BcdJi, 
Joseph  Perkins,  Casilm, 
Elias  Par  km  an,  Jill  ford, 
Enoch  Pond,  .Ishford, 
Noah  Paine  do 

James  T.  Pomfret, 
Nathan  Parker,  Heading, 
./iimes  Paul,  ICiiienj,- 
Stephen  Patten,  do 
Datxjel  Pierce,     do 
Reuben  Page,  Vassalboro'. 
A.  H.  Putnam,  Charlestown 
Charles  Pierce,  Portsmouth 
S.  Porter,  Freeport  2  c 
R.  Patterson,  jr.  Belfast 
R.  Patterson  4th     do. 
•S^amuel  Penniman,  J^fiZ/or^f 
Eliza  Porter,  Topsham. 

Q 

Moses  Quimby,  Burnswitko 

R 
H.  Reading,  Charlestown 
D.  Richards,  JS^eivhuryport 
Elliot  Raynes,      York 
Hannah  Raynes     do 
Daniel  Raynes      do 
Elizabeth  Raynes  do 
William  Roberts  do 
John  Rankin,  Wells, 
Samuel  Read,  Uxbridge, 
D.  Rogers,  Jun.  Ipswich, 
Elijah  Robinson,  Vassalbo' 
Josiah  Remick,  K Uteri/, 
Nathaniel  Rogers,  do 
Sally  A.  E.  Rice,  do 
Joshua  Rogers,  Portland, 
W.  Richardson,  Brunswick, 
Samuel  Rogers,  Woolwich, 
Joshua  Raynes,  Bath, 
Josiah  Reed,  Thomaston, 
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fsrael  Smith,  VorJiy 

Daniel  Sewall,  <lo 

Nathaniel  Simpson,  do 
A.  Stewart,  ^  do 
J.  H.  Sargent,  '  do 
Nancy  Sedgely,  do 
lijdia  Savage,  do 

Timothy  *9impson,  do 
William  *S'tacy,  do 

David  *$^ewal!,  do 

John  iS'wett,  do 

Hannah  Simpson,  do 
Ebenezer  >S'imp?-on,   do 


Otis  Robbins,  Tkomaston, 
Tcppan  Robie,  Goreham, 
John  Richards,  Bart.  Col 
Joseph  Rogers,      do 
John  Smith,  do 

Ezra  Ripley,  Concord, 
B.  D.  Ripley,  Boston, 
Samuel  Rogers,  do 
Peter  Ripley,      do  10  cop. 
Aaron  Rock  wood,  Med  way 
W.  T.  Rowland,  EcceteVy 
Ephraim  Robinson, do. 

Jahaziah  Shaw,  I?wc/csioi£/*}i,  Daniel  Simpson,        do 
Matt.  Skilton,  Charlestown^yAm?,  »S^tandish,  Goreha 
Jonas  Stetson,         do 
John  Stinson,  Woolivhich, 
Anne  Smith,  Portland, 
Mary  Storor,      do 
Catharine  Storer,  do 
Eliza  Stevens,       do 
David  Smith,         do 
J.  W.Smith,  do 

John  Smith,  Barf.  College,  'Samuel  >S^pring, 
Roswell  ShutJiff,   do  iPaul  >S'impson, 

Nathan  Smith,       do  'Joseph  *Smith, 

C.  Storn,  do 

J.  J.  Sylvester,  do 
Amos  Spauiding,  do 
John  Scott,  do 

Jotham  Sewall,  Chestervil 
James  Sewal),       Bath, 
David  Shaw,  do 

Joseph  Stcckbridge,  do 
Feleg  Sprague,  do 
N.  Sprague,  do 

L.  Stevens,  Claremon, 
■  "^-V  illiam  Stover,        York 
Samuel  Sev.ard,         do 
Moses  Sewall,  do 

Mary  Swett,  do 

Daniel  Swett,  do 


Alex.  6'avage,  Bai^gor,  2  c. 
A..  >S'pri ng,  vYortli bridge, 
John  Storer,  Vielis, 

Nathaniel  >S'awyer,    do 
Benj.  /S^mith,  do 

Hon.  Caleb  >S^trong,  JVorth- 
I     ampton,  3  cop. 
Eunice  Stone, JYeivbiiryport 
do 
do 
do 
|Ebenezcr  5avoy,  Hamstead, 
jCaleb  iSmith,  Belfast, 
|>S^amuel  -'S'tillman,  Boston, 
'E.  >S'umner,  do  4  c. 

f^j'S'amuel  iSpear,  do 

Natlianiel  ^Smith,  A'^eithury, 
James  Sweet,  do 

Isaac  /Stone,  do 

>S'tephen  Sew slW, Portsmouth 
Jacob  /Sheafe,  do 

Thomas  >Sheafe,         do  2  c. 
Mary  Sn.\a<y^e,  Bojcbury, 
William  »S'torrs,  Jjshford, 
Samuel  >Summer,       do 
j^olender  >S'palder,    do 
D.  Shapleigh,  Kiittry, 
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^S^amuel  ^hapleigh,  Kittery, 
John  /S'ewall,  Hallowell, 
Moses  Smith,  Uxhridge. 

T 
Richard  Taunj,  Biddeford 
•Sarah  Tilden,  Boston  2  c 
David  Tilden,      do  5  c 
B.  P.  Tilden,        do  5  c 
Benjamin  Thomson,  do 
W.  Tenney,  Dart  Coll. 
James  Tebbets,  Berwick 
John  Thomson, 
Abner  Taylor,  Bangor 
Joseph  Trott,  Bath 
Thomas  Trott   do 
Rober  Trivett,  do 
William  Tread  well,  Ports 

mouthy  2  cop. 
Thomas  and  Tappan,  do 
Mephen  Tukey,  Portland, 
Joseph  Titcob,  do 

B.  Taft,  Jun.   Uxbridge 
Eastman  Taft,  Jun. 
T.  Townsend,  jyTeivport 
Francis  Todd,       do. 
T.Thompson,  JYewbiirypori 
Hannah  Tappan,      do 
Benjamin  Tappan,   do 
Joseph  Toppan,        do 
Mary  Talpey,  York 
Mary  Tucker,    do 
Joseph  Thomas,  Wells, 
A^tephen  Thayer,  Unity, 
Amos  Tufts,  Charlesiowii 

U 
G.  Ulmer,  Lincolnville 

V 
iS'olomon  Varrel,  Fork 
John  Varrel,  do 

W 
D.  Willard,  Bart.  College 
Daniel  Wells,       do 


George  Weeler,  Dart.  Coll. 
John  Wheelock,     do 
Levi  Woodbury,    do 
E.  Wright,  Claremon 
J.  Woodman,  J\'.  Gloucester 
Henry  Wood,  B.  College 
Gilbert  Warren,  Berwick 
Edward  W^ood,  Bath 
\Yiniam  Webb,  do 
Liberty  Whipple,  Ilollistou 
Jbsiah  Ware,  Wrenthani 
Independence  Whipple,  Uo*- 

bridge 
Peter  White  do 

>S'amuel  Willard  do 

Peter  White  do 

John  Woodman,  Par^/ancT, 
Samuel  Watson,       do. 
Samuel  Weeks,         do 
Jeremiah  Weare,  York^ 
Joseph  Weare,         do 
x\bigail  Wear,  do 

John  Wear,  do 

Michael  Wilson,       do 
Noah  Wells,  do 

Joseph  Wiggins,  Exeter, 
Michael  Walsh,  Newbury- 

port, 
Thomas  &  Whipple,    do. 
Aaron  Wheelrigbt,  fVells^ 
Daniel  Winn,  jun.      do 
Dependence  Weils,     do 
Samuel  Wells,  do 

Darid  Willcox,  Kiltery^ 
S.  Webber,  Cambridge, 
Henry  Ware,  do 

Benj.  Waterhouse,      do 
T.  VVhittier,  jr.  Belfast, 
William  West,  do 

Jonathan  WilsoBj      do 
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Henry  Williams,  Boston, 
-Samuel  West,  do 

Dixey  Wilds,  do 

A.  W'hecIwright,N.  Por^ 


Wi'lsam  W^yer,         do 
John  Wcod,  jiin.       do 
Edmond  Wingate,     do 
J.  Wheelemar,  Char'town, 
D.  West,  Boston,- 5  co. 
Benjamin  Wood,  Upton 

IC^'^everal  hundred  copies  which  were  known  to  be 
subscribed  for,  were  not  returned  in  season  for  the  names 
to  be  inserted^ 


7.  C.  Washburnc,  Fairfax 
John  White,  Concord^  10  c 
II.  II.  Williams,  Che]sea 

Y 

Thomas  Young,  Belfast 

Lydia  Young,    Fork 

Jonathan  Young,  do 

Joseph  Young,     do 

Jabez  Young,       do 

iSamuel  Younff    do 
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